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Thrilling long co,nplete detective story of Nels0:n Lee. 

CHAPTER 1. 

The f;lu&iVI Dwarf J 

N E~~QN .J ... 14:I~, rl!i:! faill•lllS dctL'cti~ l.', 
::;trod(~ aloug tl.u~ lcJ111.)ly roacl \Yltlt 
~Vi~l1~~11g - ::t·21)::;~ IIis . u~ua}ly ~tJ\-ere 
f~atllrcs l1a,J r(~la.xt3ll 111to n. pl8a5ant 

I1ulf-~u1il1J; lie - felt tll~lt l1u coulcl afforJ to 
~1.uile. ...-\t Ja~t 110 · ,vas i11 ~ po~~es~io11 c1i tlH1 
~ilvei· . . D,v!1l't, . t 11~.t sr1ial!, g"rotl3:;(i ue 
statu•~tte ,\-l11eJ1 I,a,1 IJrpt1gl1t h1111 on a Jo11g2 

l)(?rilous trail iro111 Lo1•doQ ta tI J j S Olltla11(lis}1 
sp~t i11 .t.he squtl~ of Sp~i11. · 

. ·rite E$1I \"e,: D~vai-t \Vilo l~Q\y !1u~·g0ll U!icJt~r 
lus ar1,11 '"·here 1t gl~a1}1ed d11lly 111 t.!10 ta111t 
reflection of -- a \\·atery. 1)10011 \V hil-~11 
t!11de"-yqu~-■eiJ to sl1\:J its pale, cold- i·uclia11ce 
f1·01n a clolt(ly sk:r. · -

rrlia 'sec110 \Vas Oll•J of ruggeti g·ra11(iCUl! Ull(i 
,.l,Jsolatio11. ...\ ra11go of 111ot111fail1a lopnlud 
Ll'!ckly ·agai11st tho ~k~-)i11e; .~ <leep ~a,{Je~ 
sl11111u1ereJ vagual.v beJo,v l,1n1, &t1:~tch11}(f 
av.-ay fo-.· 111iJe3, lllltil it \Vas lost i11 the d,3.­
t.t11ce.. 'fl1a lo11el;i fQad alo,1i{ · w Qi~l\ · th~ 
,Jctc<.:t1 Ye \\' alked led from Sail llAA~lq te 
J .. il1ea.· IIo \Ya,;; ,Yithi11 a nu1e of the Tciberr.o 

•• .. ••.I . . ' -. . .... - . 
:~~=<-'.::::::::-:.:_:_. ·.·. 

-., ,•.~·~··•:-~•:•~ :,:.;~· 
- -.·•,:. ·. ·.· ._. . .. 

• ,•·~:■:•:::·.::~::·· 

• 

.. 

1 tl-· Jo;, .. \luuL,·~, \\ hero 
i H~ ,, a~ ~tay iu~·. 'l l1c1·c 
I hl \\'Olllll lJe all In to ex~ 
a111i11e t lllJ \ alual,] e 
docu111(111 t 5 \\ 11ic J 1 ,T.-ei-e 
eo11cea lcrl ins id o t tic 
~tatuett<-?. 

, 

-c:~~ ?'·:s 

ll•••·li1i9 ti.o b,,,,, 1, 

i1tff,J fife c~f,tffy,c1',f, 
_\~cfso,, L~c tllt!I« 

/f 1t lf.fJ 11i,~1sclj t,1 

Ilic u1•ot~••(I. 

_\ tqi<;k hellg:c l)orLl~reL1 <)~1\J si,Jo ~Jt tl1e 
roµl~, a.11L~1 k.eep1J1g· clo~o to tht:~, al1110:S\; con1-
tJl\jtely -~ l~tJt~e•J 1n tho -~l1a(lo,v :3, Cl"O\l~he(l a 
~11a11. ~t~~lt1i~ly Peclra G 011zale~ liad tollo\\ (·,J 
tl~~ . Jete(;t,ve~ \\' ho \\-US COlllllle~tv 1!~la ,varP 
t)t tllH llh3lUice that !urkc(l so1110 J1u114Jr,~-cl 
}' urds L,3J•i1iq hiu1. . 

Leo }1all 110 rcaso11 t.o su3pe(;t rl1nt tlH~ 
S11a111arJ, eyiJ-looki1ig· rascal tl1ougl1 ho. \Ya:::, 
,rould \\-·a,11t to attack QiI}l. 

It ,ia~ 1o£s tha11 l1alf' a11 l1011i' agQ tl~at tl1e 
de~•~cti \~e l1aJ left Go11zaloz ii\ l~•~ ~li t1 gloat­
itli o\-el" t,\·o h1.1,11drec) peseta. a \jh•ch .. ~e\J ha1.l 
ffiL•d l1iµ1 for tl1e Silvcl· D\va~·f. Fo.~~ ~t v;as 
l.JQ11zalc~ or, !·atl1t3r, _l1i.-, so11:--y~hq ~q fou11.-I 
the stattL~tt--:! J11 a dr1ed~u11 1~,vor, \~h\31 .. 0 fro­
f~i:a~~ llflrk Ry111c1· l1a<l thro~Vll 1~ to rra::_. 
tr~tu Le~3. • 

BL1t. t!1at 111on0y Jiall 111aclo tl1e ~paniaJ"d 
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Nelson Lee is hunting for a statuette known as the Silver Dwarf, hidden in which 
are documents relating to the missing-and anknQwn-heir of the Easington 
fortune. On the sam'! quest, too,· is Professor Rymer who, by destroying those 
vital documents, will become the sole heir; and the unscrupulous professor 

sticks at nothing to frustrate his fearless rival. 

greedy. 1,he statuette ,vas obviously valu• 
ablet and t.herofore Gonzalez decided tl1at it 
,vus ,vorth more tl-1an t,vo l1undrcd pesetas. 
So, arr11ed ,,-ith a thick stick, lie l1a-d trailed 
tl1c dctcct-ivc along the lonel.r road. 

(~autiousls· l1c crept nearer to Nelson Lee. 
Only a few )rards separated tllcn1 r1ow. Not 
c1 not her soul ,vas in sight. Gri11ping the sticl< 
firmly i11 his l1a11d, tho Spa11iard lat1nched 
l1irr1sE~lf to tl1e attack. 

Nelson ·1-'ce hearcl tl1e sound of soft foot­
steps bel1i11d l1im. and l1e sptln ron nd. i11-­
stantly on tl1e alert. Ho \Yas a sccor1d too 
late, ho,ve,·er. Gonzalez s,vung l1is stotat 
stick a.n<l brought it do,,·n ,,·it,h crashing 
force 011 tl1e detE'cti,,.o's l1ead. I ... oe dropped 
in a licap in tl1e road,Yaj~. i;,~nsclcss. 

Ca.sting a s,vif t glance arot1nd to 1nakc sure 
t11at r10 0110 \\·as in sigl1t, Pcclro Gonzalez 
Fina tched up the stattictt.e., tttckcd it t1nder 
l1is grim;t sl1irt, nnd ra11 f ro1n tl1e spot. burst 
througl1 tl1e lln shes, ancl tool{ to tl10 fields, 
l.t•.acli11g for tl1e dista11t ligl1ts of San Roqttc. 

H o,,r long Nelson Lee lay SCllSCless ir1 
tl1e road,va)p l1e never kne,Y, bttt tl10 
lan<llord of the Tabcrna de los 
~lontes, alarmed by his IJrolon,:ecl 

abser1ce, \Yer1t 011t i11 search c>f hi1r1, a11d, fincl ... 
ing hi111 lying there, l1ad hin1 carrie(l l)ack 
to the inn. . 

\\.,.hen lie came rot111d the detective f Otlnd 
l1imself i11 tl1e parlour of the inn, a.nd for a 
time l1e sat up, staring a.bout l1im, gat!1criug 
his scattcicd ,vits. 

'' \\' e found J·ou lying in tl1e road, senor,'' 
said the landlorcl. '' Son1e brigancl must l1a ,·c 
at.tack· d ~'OU. Havo- l'Ot1 b()cn robbed?'' 

N olson Lee felt in his pockets, bt.1t n1iss€c..l 
notl1ing. 'fhe11, ,vith a start, he remcn1-
l1ered, and sprang from tl1e cot1cl1. 

'' Tl1c SiI,~~r D,Yarf !" he cried. ''It's 
go11e !'' 

'' l\'la:ybc tl1at brigand, La Navajo, 
attacked ~~ot1,'' sug[.{estcd t.}10 landlord. 

:Rt1t Nelson IJee shooli l1is l1ead. 
'' Ile ,yot1ld not l1aYo k110,,~11 I J1a<l the 
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statt1ette. No· if nnyo11e, it ,vas Gonzalez 
}1i111self ,vl10 ~ttacked me I Quick ! I ntttst 
find him!" 

'' But, senQr, you can"t go ou, again M> 
scon af tcr your inju1·ies ! It is madness ! 
Senor listen--'' 

Nelson Lee VlOttld not wait to listen. 
Despite the fact that his temple& were throb­
bind and his h~~d ached abominably,. he r&ced 
a.l011g the deserted road to the mud hut of 
Pedro Gonzalez. 'l'he door was looked, bnt 
he ba11ged on it until Gonzalez appeared, 
ha.ving a1·isen from his bed to do so. 

'' \Vl1at is the matter?'' he grumbled. 
"Ca11not a. l1ard•working man sleep peace­
f ul)y in J1is bed __ ,., 

Nelson Lee was in no mood · for soft 
measures. He seized the Spaniard, thrusting 
him back iii.to the hut.. and went in . after 
l1im, closing the door. 

''Where is the S,1ver D,~arf ?" he 
demanded curtly·. 

~.,or an instant -there was £ear in :the 8Je9 
of Pedro Gonzalez. then it vanished, and the 
man seemed to be puzzled. 

'' Ho\v shoLtld I know, senor? I sold ii 
to )70U, and you took it away!"' 

'' And someone followed me, attacked· me 
from behind. and robbed me of it,'' said 
Nelson Lee sharply. 

'' It ,vas not I!'' retorted Gonzalez. '' Why 
should I do such a thing to the Englitrhman 
'\\'ho has treated me so generottsly ?'' 

"111 order t.o make :yet more money.'' 
11 Btlt I went straigl1t to bed after yott 

departed,'' said Gonzalez. 
Nelson Lee made no ans,vcr, but ■trode 

across tl1e httt and took a stick from the 
corner. He held it in the light of the oil­
Jamp, and saw that there was blood on the 
c11r,·ed handle. 

'l~hen he glanced 1tp nt Gonzalez-only just 
in time! The peasant knew that ·his care­
less11css ha.d betrayed him, and was in the ac\ 
of drawi11g his knife. · 

Nelson Lee sprang at the man, ~pping 
him by . tl1c throat, and half-throttling him 
until his senses reeled. Then, quickly dis­
arming him, he flung the -~ant into .the 
far corner of the hut. while his son cried 
out ,vith dismay, thinking the Englishman 
wo11]d kill his father. 

The detective stood over the f alien 
Mnsant, ready for the slightest hint of 
attack, but Gonza1ez had had · the fi~ht 
knock~d out of him and was trembling ,v1th 
terror. · · 

'' \'1~here is the Silver Dwarf?'' cried the 
detective. 

~• I do not know r' growled Gonzalez. ,. It 
is not here.'' 

'' Yot1 will tell me ,vhat you did ,vith it 1'' 
r'No. ,vhy !hould I condemn ll}JSClf ?'' 
•• The stick condemns .rou !', retorted the 

detective. ''I will draJ you to San Roque, 
io the commissar of police, and before. sunrise 
:yot1 will be in gaol for attempted m11rder t•• 

Spanish prisons are terrib]c places, ns 
Go11zalcz well knew. 

'' iicrc:v·, senor! Don't send me to prison,'. 
a r1cl I will confess !'' 

"You attacked me and stole bacl, tl10 
statuette?'' 

'' Yes, senor." 
'' And ,vhat did l90U do then ? ,, 
''I took it to San Roque and· sold it t.o a 

Jew.,, 
,. His name and .address-quickly!'' 
"Why should I tell if I am to go to 

prison ?', grumbled Gon7alez. 
'' Tell me the truth. and I ,vill llOt lodso 

any con•plaint with the police. I promise 
you that.'~ 

,. Very well, se·nor. 1· ·sold it to Isaac Den• 
zaquen, the Jew. n 

''Ho lives in San Boque?'' 
•• No, !,enor. He Ines at Gibraltar, when 

he lives anywhere~ bot he has also & house 
at TanPrs. He roams from place to place, 
buying and 1elling9 He left San Roque by 
train, and by mornillg will be in Gibraltar.'' 

'
1 That is the truth? Be careful, now. If 

I find your &iory is false I shall come baok 
to band you over to the police.'' 

•• I have !]>Oken the truth.'' said Gonzalez. 
'' Very well, then. I have no time to waste 

here. The money hardly matters. I want 
the pap,rs th&t are inside the Dwarf. You 
deaene imprisonment for your treachery, but 
as I have promised, I will keep my promise.'' 

The detective left the hut and hastened 
back to the .. Ta.berna le los Montes. Tl1a 
landlord owned a rusty old car that could do 
about t,venty miles per hour when pt1t to it, 
and he arranged to drive the detective to 
the frontier town of Linea at dawn. From 
Linea Nel,on Lee 001tld easill mak~ hi~ way 
along the strip of "No Man s Land '' to the 
gates of Gibraltar, and find Benzaquen, the 
Jew. 

•• There is one consolation,', the detective 
told himself. •• :\I ark Rymer thimls that th'e 
Dwarf is at the botto1n of the river, so I 
.ha.ve n1erely to buy the thing back from 
Benzaquen, without fear of any opposition 
from tho professor.'' 

CHAPTER 2. 

The Prefessor'1 Plot! 

M .!\RK RY11ER, however, having spent 
the night in Line.a, rose next morn­
ing, anJ ,vas in Gibraltar shortly 
after sevc-n o,clock, an hour or two 

before Nelson l .. ee could possibly gr-t there. 
Being in need of n1oney-for he had left all 
hiA baggage at Algeciras, to which place he 
had no desire to return-he first made his 
way to the house of a Je,vish money .. Jender 
named Solomon Barr1ascone. 

He had had dealings with Barnascone 
be£ore for this was by no means the first 
time the professor had been to Gibraltar-and 
he had every confidence that the Jew would 
a.d•aoce him a Sttfficient sum of money-at 
a s1titable rate of intere~t, of course to pay 
for· hi~ passage back to _England. . 
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,.1 .. lic professor ,,~as con,·i11ced that he had 
11otl1i11g to fear, nor ,vas he perturbed about 
tho doot1me11ts ,vhich had bee11 conce.alad 
i usido tl10 Sil \ .. er Dwarf; ,ho statuette ,,·as at 
tho bottom of the · river, a11d all that ,,·as 
Jcft for him to do \Vas to return to England 
at his leisure and take up l,is inheritance. 

Upo11 reacl1i1lg Barnascone's house lie was 
i11f orn1ed tl1at the Jew \\"as out, but ,,·as ex­
J}{'etecl back at any moment. Rymer \Vaitcd, 
a11{! at l1alf-past seven the J e,v retur11ed. 

'' I,1n sorry to have kept j·o&.1 waiting,'' 
sai(l l3arna.sco11c, ,,,}1cn the customar.v greet• 
irigs hncl been exchanged. '' It isn't often 
tli.ilt I'm 01Jt a-t such an early hour, but this 
111orning I',~o been down to the \Vaterport 
to see old Bcnzaq·uen off to Tangier by the 
:--eYcu o'clock boat. You know old Isaac 
l3nnza.qnc11, of course ?'' 

'1110 l)rofcssor shooak l1is head. 
"llcallv l ~, said Barnascone. '' I thougl1t 

c·,Tcrvbod~- \l·l10 had ever been in Gibraltar 
~ . . . 

,~11e\v olcl Benza(1uc11. He keeps a cur1os1ty 
sl101) ir1 Tangier, near the Frencl1 Legation, 
a11d oftcr1 tra,·els over here in search of 
c.·11r10s. '' 

'' Indc('d !'' saicl the professor. \vl10 \Vas 
J1ot at all i11tcrested. 

'' Sucl1 a l11ckv man!'' continuecl Barna­
~co11~, ,vith an envious sigh. '' He n1otored 
J1ero fron1 Sa11 Roque, lea,·ing San Roquo 
llef ore da ,vr1 in ordor to catch the boat. And 
~t1st before midnight ho met & peasant carr;"• 
1ng a small sil \"er statuette that \Ya! at San 
Roqtte, of co11rso, before he left. It ,vas a 
stn.tttctte sl1apcd like a dYw"arf·--'' 

" .. I\. ,vhat ?" echoed the professor, leaping 
to bis feet as though he had been shot. 

'' A sil,·er statuette fashioned to represent 
a. d \Yarf," said Barnascone. '' Ben1.,aqt1en 
askccl no qt1cstions, but bought the thing for 
t.\YO l1undrccl pesetas. Fancy that! \VhJ', 
I offered Bcnzaquen three hundrecl pesetas 
for it, n11cl ho simply laughed at me! But 
--\vl1at-,Yl1at's the matter?'' 

,,-ell znight ho ask .this question, for l·tark 
n y1ncr' s f nco had sudde11ly gro,Yn purplo 
,Yitit rage, and l1is features were twitcl1ing 
<~·011·v11l~i,·cl}·. For a seco11d or t\\·o he 
E-tood speechless with rage and cha.grin. 
'l1l1en !1is pent-tip feelings fottnd \10c11t 1n a 
tc,r1"ent. of abttsl'. 

His cttnn i11g ruse had failed. His dream 
<)f secnritv l1ad been shattered at a single 
Llo\,;. ... .. 

' ' Ifo,,, <li(l tlie man find · the D\Y.arf ?'' he 
<'ried. ~, I t.l1rew it into the San Roque ri\"Cr 
1r1Y~clfl" · . ... 

' ' '£!1c, .Sa11 Roque river!'' cried Barnascone. 
'' l\ly dear sir, o,ving to the scarcitJ of rain 
t 110 '"Sa11 Roqtte river l1as bco11 practically 
clrie<l 11p for some time. It \\'ould be easy 
for a peasant, seeing the thir1g lying in the 
111t1cl, to fish it out and take it to San Roque 
.:t11cl ~ell it. Dcnzaquen al"·aJ,,.S was a lucky 
lnan. He Jeft h.Y the se,·en o'clook boat for 
~l'angicr, and no,v the wind is b:j,ving so 
J1a.rd tl1at I doubt if any more_ boats \\10ill 
lea,·o harbo1tr to-day. When tho ,vind drops 
,vo sl1all ha v·e rain, a11d tJ1en the San Roq·ue 

ri,rer vr1ll be in flood.. Y 011 ,vill obscr,·c ho,v 
lt1cky Benznqucr1 is all tl1e time.'' 

'' l'\·e got to go after him," cried tho pro­
fessor. ·' The Sil\.,.er D,varf is mine, and J 
must ha ,re it.'' 

'' Y c-t l,.ou t11re,v it into tho riYcr l·our­
self." 

'' It sounds sti-a11ge, no -doubt," said tho 
professor. '' I \\rill explain the 1_ .. attcr to 
yotl. '' 

And he did so, hurriedly, n1 hile . tl1e ctln• 
ning Barnasconc nodded his l1cad to sho\Y 
that lie understood the position. 

'' You 1nust follolv Bcnzaquen, '' he sttic1. 
'' But \\~itl1 this \\'ind blo,ving no boat ,vill 
leave for Tarigier." -

~, I shall find a ,vay, '' sn.id tl1e professor. 
'' I c.a111t1 hero this morning to borro,,· fif t-~.,. 
pounds. ~-1y i11te11tion ,vas to return to E11g­
la.nd hl"' the 11ext boat. \Vl1at l·ot1 have just 
told me, ho,vcvcr, has comple~ely upset my· 
plans. I must go to rfangicr at once, i_nter­
view BcnzaquC'n, and b11j"' back t.l1at silver 
statt1ette." 

'' But he n1ay not ha,~c it tl1en, '' said tho 
Je,v. '' He DlA)' have sold it!' 

'' Exactl.y·,'' agreed l\fark RJ'mer. '' Tl1at is 
\\"hat I fear. If my . .fears prove to be ,Yell• 
grounded, I shall ha,·c to follow the statt1 .. 
cttc until I find it. For tl1.at purpose I shall 
need money. \\~ill you lend mo fi,·e h11ndrcd 
pounds?'' 

"On the san1c terms as before!'' 
'' \ ... cs.,, . 

'' I "·ill.'' 
''Good! No,v _ coi,ics anotl1er question. 

\Vould vo11 like to earn anotlJer five ht1ndrcd ... 
for l'Ourself ?'' 

The Jc,v's eyes spar!kled. 
'' Need l'ou ask?'' he mt1ttered. _ '' T11ero's 

nothing in the \vorld I would not do for five 
hundred ·pounds.'' -

Then come 9,·ith -me,'' said · the prof cssor, 
taking up his hat. ,, '\\7e will go for a stroll 
iri tho Alameda. I have something to · saj:- -
to yoi1 \vhich is best said · i11 · tlie ope1i air, 
,vhere there is no fear of our being over­
heard.'' 

'' Then C'omo with me,'' said the profcssnr, 
,vhicl1 are Gibraltar's nearest approa~h .to 
a public park. For nearly 'half an ho11r thc)r 
promenaded to and fro, the professor n1ean-­
'"" hile expot1nding his plans. 

'' You ttnderst.and ?', he conclttded. '' If 
N elso11 Lee obtains possession of tlii.3 Sil ,~er 
D\\-arf I shall never inherit the .Easingto11 
fortt1no. If I can destroy tl10 proofs of 
the late Earl's marriage, then I sl1a!I ·inl1crit 
the fortune and I shall see to it that ,·ou do 

" 11ot lose by it l" 
Barnascone 11odded his head. 
'' I t1nderstand, · and will l1elp :you,'' he 

said. ''There's· a h6ttse in Engineer La11c 
that ,vill exactly_ suit .}~our p11rposc. '' . 

'' And ~rott can find a man to impersonate 
Bcnzeqtten ?'' 

"Oh, yes! Tl1ere'll be no diffict1lty .abot1t 
tl1at. ,, 
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The professor said something ~n a 10w 
voice, and Barnascone resolutely ehook his 
f1ead. 

'' No. DO I'' he said emphatica.JJy. '• I dra,v 
the line at that !'' 

'' Well, wilt you undertake to keep hin1 
under lock arid key untiJ yott hear from lll(' 

that I have found the statuette 11
' 

' ' Ye~ I'll undertake to do that.'' 
i\ fe,v 1ninutes · later ti1ey parted; .and ns 

)·lark Rl1mer made his Ylay to tho Europca11 
,1t1artei of the town he mttttercd £=of tly to 
l1imself: 

'' "fit for tat, l\lr. Nelson Lee! ·You 
caused me t-0 be detained in Paris, •and no,v 
I r,ay _you back -in your own coin!,.' 

.. CHAPTER 3. 
A PrlseQer of the Vault! 

U l)OX arrival at G~l1ra!tar, 1'.elson Leo 
in1mediately mude his ,vay to tho 
Jewish quarter of t11~~ to,vn a11d 

_ accost~d the first nian of .Jc\vist1 
al)l)t•arance he 01(-t,. As a 111attci· of fact. 
though he 1kr1ew it not. the ~J e,v had beL•J1 
loiteri11g in that conspicuous spot -si11ce · 11i110 
o ·clock, \vaitiog for the detective's arrival! 

'' Excuse me,,, --said the dcteclive courtc­
ousl.Y. '' ~iy nan1e· is · Nelso11 Lee. l a111 

ir1 search of a 111an n.a1ued Isaac Be11zaqt1en. 
lJo .Yot1 l1appen to know him?'' 

··Slightly~,, Sc1id the Je,,,, \\'ith a peculin.r 
s111iJe. . 

"Then perhaps you can tell 1ne whether 
ht~ is st.ii I in (¾ibralt.ar. or \\" hetl1er ho . l1as 
Jcft for 'l'angier .. "; 

'• lJc 1s in UibraJtu.r 1 '' said tho Je\vt still 
s111ili11g. 

~• W-h~re !'* 
'' Here ! '' 
'1·11~ dett:cti vc stared ·at him i1l mild sttr• . .. 

prise. 
'' You are· Isaac Be11znquet11'' 
HI a1n,'' ~aid the Jc,v. 
, .. Then . it was :you ,vho l>0ught a silver 

~tattiettt~ from a pea~ant o.t. Snn Roqt1c ?'' 
'l'l1u Jew started. Ile ,vas playi11g his part 

111agnificently. ' 
.. Yes,'' ho said qttickly. "Do not tell Inc 

tha.t the man laad stole11 it 1 '' · · 
•• He l1ad no right to it," said Nelson Lee. 

,. J3ut I ha,e not sought you out to· 1mtkc 
trouble o,1'er that. la it still in }·OL!r posses-
sion ?'' · 

"Yes.,,· 

,vl1icl1 is a steep LLncl narro,v street, -l~aJiug 
to tl1e up11cr part of tl10 town. 

Green-barred s]1tlttcrs co,·crcd all tl10 ,,·ir1-
do,vs facing tl10 ·strcc~,·- but ns tl10 sun \\·as 
shining ,litl-1 tt11\vo11tc<l bril)ia11ce · tl1i~ fµ:ct. 
gavo rise to 110 stt~picion ou tl1e part of 
N eJson Lee. --

\Vit.h n great sl10,v of J1olitc11css tl1e· Jc,v 
thre\v opell tl1u uoor fill motio11cd to l1 i111 
to enter. 

The dctccti,•·c eo1nplied, bttt no soone1· ha.<l 
he stepped across tl10 threshold tl1a.11 t!10 ,J e,v 
spra11g nftc1.. l1irn. closcJ t.110 · Joor, and 
,vl1i1>1red out !l rovol vcr. 

,,·Not a ,to1:J as -nou raluo ,-our life !1
' lta 

· l1issed. !c,·elli11g l1is J,vcapon at·"tho d<:tccti,·c' s 
lie.id. . 

' 

Even as bo s1>oko t,,·o · otl1cr mc11 spra11g­
out' of an adjoi11i11g room·_ and covcrcll 
Nc.1s011 Leo ,,,ill1 tl1cir rc\"9olvers, \\·l1ilo n 11 

i11star1t 1atcr tl10 smiling faco of lla,rk Ry111cr 
appeared at a door,,~ay at tl10 c11d of tl10 
passage. 

'' GooJ-e1"c11i11g, l\1r. Nelson Leo!'' l1l~ sa.itJ, 
peering n11d blinki11g anti rubbing his l1a.r1d~. 
'' 1'111 afraiJ n1y friei1<ls l1n,·o so111e,vhat 
startled l·,Ju ! But don't be alarn1cd. \Ve ~1ro · 
11ot going to l1ann :you. Wo arc oi-ily going 
to provide ;Tou \Yith free board auc.l_ lodgin~ 
ur1til I l1avc bec11 across 1.o 'l'angicr and 
secured tl1e Silver D,•.arf 1'' 

'l'he uetcctive sl1rugged l1is sliottldcl's, au<l 
tt,rned to tl1c Jc,v \\·l10 l1ad IurcJ lli111 to tl1e 
hottsc. -

" Y 01.& ,Yero Jyi11g, I su1Jposc,'' 110 sai<l, 
'' ,v hc11 yoi.1 told me 7> ou ,,·cro Isaac Bcnza-
q ucn ft'' · 

1~11~ J e,v ~ri11nec1, and con1placc11 tly strokctl 
his beard ,v1tl1 l1is left l1a11<l, ,,4 l1il!:t 1113 rigl1t 
sti-11 held l1is rc,·olvcr in a liric ,\·itl1 Nclso11 
Leo's l1ca.<l. , 

'' Yes, I ,,·as Jyi11g,'' lie ~~id caln1ly. 
'' I~aa~ Bonznqt1ct1 left for l'a11g1c1· at scvc11 
o'clock this r11orning.'' . 

"A11J I \\·ns acttlnlly i11 Gil)raltar at tl1e 
tin1c he left.,, broke i11 l\Iark lt:,1 111cr. · ~, (~a11 

- :\"OU t}1i11k of a-nything moro a1t1loyi11g? llut 
the f nte.s hav(1 been ngni11~t 1110 to-tiay·. I 
tniss o]d Be11znqtte11 a11d tl10 · Silvel· U,val·f 
by a rtttartcr of nn l1our, a11J tl1c11 t!1is ~tor111 
of ,vin<.l spri11gs ttp, a11<l 110 YCssel ,vill pLtt 
out of tho harbou1·. Tl10 boat I1a~ gone. and 
tho loca.l fisl1cr1nc11 aro too -mu'-.'.ll nfru,iJ of 
tl10 · ,vin<l and tl1e ,v~vcs. 

'
1 And ,v l1c11 I we11t t O sc11<l a ca l>lo to 

Benzaq ue11, asking l1i01 to licc11 tl1c D,,~arf 
u11til I arrived, I ,vas politely i_11formcc.l tl1at 
a ship, drctgging her a11chor, ha<l fot1led the 
su bmari11c cab lo an<l brokc11 it, so tl1a t m:v 

" \\till· vou sell it to 1ne? '' 
"For Jiow much?', as~frl the Jf',v crnftily. 
'' For· ·any suni yo11 l i~e to na.111c," said the 

message co~ 1d 11ot bo sent u11til ~lie li110 !s 
repaired. I kne,v. of course, tl1nt 1t ,vouldn t 
be long before )·Ou picked ttp t.ho. ~cc11t~ atld 
cor1sclJt1c11t]y I had. no altcr11n.t1vo btlt. to c1et ecti ve. · '' ''ihere is it?'' 

'' At tho hotlse ·wt1cre 1 an·1 staying.'' 
" \\:" h: ·re i~ that?'' · · 
., In Engineer t,nrie. ,. · 
"'f1hP11 let us t(O there at oneo ! · \Ve ca11 

cl iscuss the q ne~t,on of price 011 tl1e _way:' 
Tho ,Jew agreec), and conJt1ct.ed h·is un­

s11specting victim to a large, · sq 11~re, flat­
roofed house at the top of E11gi11ce1· La11c, 

nrrango tl11~ prcttj1 l1ttlo scl1c1110 for prevent­
ing _ y_ottr getti11g al1e~d <;>f inc~ . Yot1 11la:rcd 
a 8i11'1ilnr tricl( · 011 n10 111 I><\tLS, l-Ott 111av 
rc~mcrnber, so· tl1at rcall~,, ~-Oll k110,\1 , • :you l1a,·e 
110 1•in-11t to· coiuplo.i11.'' · 
. '' J i1a ,1'o not complai11cJ yet !' t saill 1' cl~on 

Leo ct1rtly. '' IIo,v lo11g t.lo you pl"Ol)Osc to 
kcc11 1nc 11crc 1 '' 
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'' Not a moment longer t~an is absolutely 
ltecessar:y·, I assure :you,'' said the profe~or, 
arcl1ing his rounded shoulders and softly 
rnbhing J1is long, thin hands. '' It is impos­
~ible for me to proceed to Tangier until this 
g-alc l1as st1bsided somewhat. Needless to 
~tt)", I sl1all lea,·e for Tangier at the earliest 
J)ossible triomcnt, and as soon as I havo 
~ect1roo the Silver Dwarf I shall Y."ire my 
friends J1c~·c-tl1at is, if tho cable has been 
r<:paire<l-to set l'OU at liberty o.t once.'' 

H;yn1cr sig11ed to his tl1ree confederates. 
1~l1t-' detcct.i,,o ,vas thro,vn down and pinioned 
l1n11(l nncl foot. \Vhen his pockets had been 
riflecl of t.l1eir contents, he ,,,as dragged into 
a toon1 at the back of the . house. In tho 
c(•ntro of the floor ,, .. as a ,vooden trapdoor 
~vl1icl~ ,vas promptly ttn bolted a11d opened t,c; 
1ts ,y1dest extent. . 

.i\ coi! of ropo ,,,.as produced, and one end 
,yas lcriotted rott11d the detective's ""aist. His 
ltr1r1s ar1cl legs ,vero then unbot1nd, and he 
,ra~ lo,,·erc(l i11to a 11oisome ttndcrground 
,·ault, tl1c ,,,alls of ,vhich \\·ere composed of 
~o]i(l l•loe1,;j of masonry. A couple of rugs 
,\·eto t111·0,,T11 llow11 after l1im, tl1en the· trap­
<i oor ,,•ag closed, and lie ,,·as left to l1is o,vn 
j'('. fleet i 011 ;. 

CHAPTER 4. 
An Unexpected Check I 

ALI. t.lia t <lu)" tl1e ,,·ind ho,vled o,·er the 
ltock of Gibraltar, and the sea in tho 
Straits ,vas whitP ,vith foam, so that 
tl1c professor, whG ,,·as b~t no means a 

goo<l sailor or fond of the soa, shirked t,he 
1)rospcct of u. "'etting. K110\\,.ing that Nelson 
J,eo ,,ag t111dcr loci, and kej1', ho sa,v no 
,·eason '"h:r ho should hurry, except that 
JJe11zaqt1cn might sell the D,varf. 

rl'l10 roug}1 weather interfered ,yitl1 tl10 
l'C'lJai.1·ing of tho s11bmarinc cable, and the 
IJrofessot" hesitated se,reral times before 
11.t.le111pti11g to ,vircless to Tangier. \Vireless 
ii a 111ar,·clloi1s thing, of course, but Mnrk 
Il:y111~r's n1otives \\'ere not at all legal or 
ltononral1lc, and wireless is not like n. tclc• 
grar11, or a telephone message "·ith ,,·hich 0110 
(·at1 co1urn1tni~ato ,vitl1 a fair a1nou11t of 
sec re~,·. A ,vireless messa~o means broad­
<·a ~ti11g a n1essage ,vl1icl1 n11ght be picked up 
l.,~r a n:ro1le 1 a11d ifa.rk Rymer only ,\,,ant.ed t.o 
ect i1ito tot1ch ,\·ith Isaac Bcnzaq\1e11-not the 
\\· l1olc ,-..oriel ! 

Bttt late tl1nt night tl1e weatl1er moderated, 
~ntl carl3· tl1c next morning, despit.o the 
licav.v s{~as still . prevailing, tl10 professor 
fo11r1<l tlle o,~ner of a. motor~boat· ,,,ho ,vas 
,~·illi11g to rt111 him across to Tnngier, start• 
ir1g c·nrli<-'r thnn the us11nl stcnmer and 
ttrri,·ing- c·arlier. 

Conscq ttentl~ .. , shortly before cle,,,en that 
rnorz1ing R)·mer ,vas standin~ on · tl10 ,voode11 
r,iE.~r of .. fa11gier. st1rrottnded b~y a clamouring 
, uob of bare-legged Moors, most of w l1om 
,·:cro cln.{1 i11 !;Offron-yello,v '' jelabs, '' antl all 
(,f \\·b .. 0111 seemed bent on tearir1g l1i1n limb 
f ! ()fft I i1n b in tl1eir cngerricss to secure l•is 
l• •, rv ·Uo• 

Witl1 n1t1ch difficulty and u,.itl1 no lit.tie 
loss of temper, he managed to elbo,v l1is 
,,·ay thro!,lgh t~ crowd and _present his bag 
for the 1nspect1on of the Customs official. 
His baggage ha,·ing been ''passed," he 
ha11ded it t? a brown-faced 1\1oorisl1 ho:{, 
and bade l11m lead the wa:y· to ~laclean's · 
Hotel. · 

Upon reaching the l1otcl, R;ymer dismissecl 
the ~oy and sought an inter,·ie,v \Yith tho 
propr1~tor. 

'' Do you happe11 to !{now a Jc,,,. name(l 
Isaac Benzaqtten ?'J he asked after cngngi11g 
a bed--room and a private sitting-room. 

'' Oh, yes,'' said the _proprietor, ,vitl1 a 
smile. '' E,·orybody in Ta11gier kno,vs olJ 
Benzaquen. '' 

'' He keeps a curiosity shop, I belie,·c ~" 
''Yes.'' 
'' Is it far fror11 here?'' 
" Oh, no; a quarter of an l1ot1r' 8 ,vnl1: 

at tl1e most.,, 
'' 1.'hen I ha,·e time to go tl1ero before 

lunch ?'1 

'' Arnplo time. Do you kno,v Tangier~'' 
''Fairly ,vell. 11 

'' Then 37ou ,,·ill know tl1c Frenc!, 
Loga.tion ?'' 

''Yes.•• 
''\Veil, old Benzaquen's shop is closo bcsi<le 

the Le~ation. YoLt can't miss it. 1\n·vbocl,­
will point it ot1t to you-thn t is, of co1lr~~·, 
if lyou can speak Arabic.'' 

Tho professor smiled. He ,vas 011c of the 
611est Arabic scholars in Et1rope. • 

'' I think I kno,v e1101tgh to make Inl'self 
1tnderst-0od"'' he said. '' Send my bag tip to 
n1y room, and expect n1e back to lttncl1. '' 

He le£ t the hotel, and t,venty min11tes 
later he entered Benzaquen's shop--a lo,\', 
dark room, open to the street, ancl literallr 
packed from floor to ccilin~ ,vith antiqt10 
ifoorisl1 fttrniture, old-fo.sh1oned muskets, 
richly-chased swords and daggers, e111broi• 
dored slippers, specimens of nati,·c y>0tter:v·, 
curiotts old lamps arid braziers, and real a1icl 
i~it.at.ion jc,, .. ellcry of e,,.ery possible descrip-­
t1on. 

Tho only occupant of tl1e sl1op ,vas a sli111• 
built, sharp-featt1red Jc\\·, about nineteen or 
t,venty :years of age. 

'' I desire to speak with Isaac Benza.q11en, '' 
said tho professor in Arabic. 

The l'Otln~ Jew shook his hcacl. 
c, My fatl1(\r is nway from l1ome at 

present,'' he said. 
The professor crt1sl1ed back an oath. 
'' Where is l1e ?'' he demanded. 
Tho Je,v regarded him witl1 an nir of 

st1rprise, in ,vhicl1 ,,,as some st1spicio11. 
'' I•do not lc11ow, '' 110 a11sll·ered. 
Tl10 prof~s8or ,,,hipped out a hand£ ul of 

pesetas, and thrt1st tho coins into J1is l1and. 
'' No\v aro you ,villing to tell me ,Yl1cre 

J·our father is ? '' l10 nskcd. 
'' He's at Kelelin. ,, said tho ,Jc,,t. 
'' " 1hore is that?'' 
'' Abo11t. fifty rniles from l1~re, in tl1e (lirec­

t ion of Tetu.an.'' 
'' \Vhen did he go?" 
~, Y eRtordn1·, about 1100n. ,, 
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'' \\1-lien do you expect him back ?'' Having taken in these delttils, N'elso11 I .. ce 
'' Perh:1p~ to-t1ight, perhaps to~morrO\V. '' struck a second mat.ch and ex~lorcd tl10 
The 11rofcs.~r pondered a moment. vault more co.rcfully. Tho result of tl1is 
·• Maybe yo11 ca11 tell n1c what I ,vant to second _-examination was slightly more 

k110,v,'' he said. 0 Your ·father was at San encouraging~ In one of the walls thcro had 
R0<tl!C t,\·o days ago .• , evidently ·been a door in former times, a 
• " Ye~.'' door that had · a.f.tcr,vards been built up, f ot 

'' A't. Sa.11 Roque •1e bougl1t f ro1n n. peasant n. <'ertain _ ,vell-dcfined portion of tho ,,·all, 
· a ~,11ajl ~il,·er statuette. fashioned in tl1e ~bout scvon feet high and fot1r feet b1·oad, 
· for111 of s, dwnrf t'' n·as con1posed of stones ,vl1icl1 ,,.-,e1·0 rome-

~i. start.led · look 6pra.11g into the }'Otlng ,vhat diffcrc11t i11 size and sl1a11c, aud dis­
.I e,,., s face, but it vanished almost i11stantly, tir1ctly ue\\,.er-looking than tl1e rest. 
nnd gave pince to an expression of s11llcn "Hallo! \Vhat liavo we licre-?'' 111uttcrcd 
ol1 stil1a<'y. the detective as lie 11oticcd tl1is ,voll-dcfined 

'• 1 (io J1ot know. I c.a11not say,'' rcplif~•d patch. '' There's hec11 a door l1e1·0 a.t somo 
·the .re,,-. time or other. '11l1is looks !1opeful. I>cople 

'1,he professor glo,,~ert~d at hin1 and thcri do11't· make doors· tl1at leacl to no,,.,l1crc. '1,110 
r·onsidore~I for a moment. ,Pery fact tl1at tl1cro has once been a door l1ere 

'' ~·\fter all, t.hero's r1otJ1ir1g to \\'Orry p1·oves ~0)'011U all doubt that tl1ero is some .. 
a l1out, ,, he 111uttPreti to hirn8elf • ii llcrizaquen thi11g mo1·e tl1a1i solid ea.rth on tl10 otl1er side 
111a ,. ll~ hon1c at any titne, ant! N<'lson Lee of this ,-..·all. Probably there is another 

. ~.s sate1.y cooped ~.p i_11 C}ilJrnltar. There's no utJderground cellar. Tl1e floor of tl1is ,·ault 
1mr1H'<i1atl' hurrv. i5 of ca,rth. If I burro,v do,vn to tl1c ·uotto111 

'' S11p11o~e your fatl1er returris to-riight,'' of tl1is wall, a11d under tl1e ,val) a11d up 
}aC' c1~hPd alt,11d, · 1 ' what t1rr1P will h~ arrive'?'' th1ough tl10 floor to tho vat1lt 011 tl1c otl1cr 

"If l1e·s not her~ b_y su11~et, I sl1nn't expect side, tl1erc' s a _sporting chanco tl1at I n1ay 
l1irn until l\.fo11day," ~a!cl the .Jew. find a v-;ay of escape.'' 

'' \ 7 orv ,veil," Faid the r)r<)fc8sor. '' I ,,,ill Nelson Lee du~ his heel i11lo t!1c cartl1e11 
t·aJI again to-11i~t1t shortly af te1· sunset. If floor and loosened some of tl1e soil. r1,l1c11 
),.our fatl1er rc>t11rr1s before I oome, tell hif!) he ,vent do,vn on his knees and bega.r1 to 
tl1at I huve been, a11d say to l1im tl1at he ts scrap~ a,vay tl10 earth witl1 his l1a11ds. But 
11ot to part \Vith t.hat silver statuet.t.c until I tho floor ·had been· beate11 do,,~11 tt11til it ,,·us 
li"a.ve 8Pe11 him.•• . ha rc.l as concrete, and at tho c11d of t,Yo 

.~ curio1ts smile flitted ncross tl1e young l1ours' toil 110 had only scoo1JCJ out a l1c!e 
.J C'\v' s face. but he m~rely nodded and pro- scarc,~ly bigger than liis l1ead. 
111isecl to obey. A mornent latei the p~ofessor At t,vcive o'clock the sottnd of footsteps 
,vas on his way back to !\faclcan's Hott•l. · in the room above warned tl10 detective to 

CHAPTER 5. 
· Tunnelling to Freedom I 

l ·1 ,vas characteristic of J\!c-lson Lee that 
as soon as he foun,l h1r1n~elf nlo11e he 
~et alJout evo!vir1g ~ou1e plan of 
escnpe. 

liis captors l1ad rifl('.-:1 has poc.kcts, aud had 
take11 pos~e~Rion of hi~ revolver, .his knife, 
l11~ r11oney, arid l-1is pa.,>Crf-i. The 011ly thi11gs 
th~y had left him. perhaps beca usl' t hPy ,v~re. 
tliing~ liable to lle. known as belonging t.o 
Ne]s011 Lee, \\·ore t1is ci~arP-t.te-cnsP, 
cugra ved ,vitl1 his 1nonogru111. his \Vatch and 
chair1, anti n si11u ll sil vcr matr•l1hox, in \vhich 
,vere u seore or so of ,vax Vl'8tas. 

IIa\·i11g YlOt1nd up hie; ,vatch 1111d glanced at 
tl1c time-it vvas tPr1 o' ~lock--he ~tr111•I< 'i. 

rnatch · n11d procerd<'d to rr1ake u flUrvey of 
tlie va11lt irlto ,vhich h(' h1td l1eon lo,vt'ff'(I. 
'I'h~ rr:F.1t1t ,vas not f'ncoura,gi~. The vault 
\\·a.s f 11llv thirty f ent. dPep and the only 
1nPar1s of cnterir1g or ll:avinl.( it \\·:is the mia,11 
trap<loor i11 the roof. _ 

rr he . walls 0 \l'l~re. construr.t.ed of largt! SQ\tare 
blocks of· ro11gh-h0\,·n ~to1ie, ,vh1ch ·11othi11g 
el~e than dvnn1nitP \\·oul<I havu <lcnioli~hPd. 
'J'he Ao·or ,vn8 of ca.rth _ f"trttdv l1,~aten <lo,v11, 
and almost as l1a.rrl · os r.on(;retc. 1 .. hc ro<1f 
,vas for wed by the ,voode11 floor of tl1e room 
above. 

stop. He hastily 8u11g one of t!10 rugs ayer 
tl1e hole l1e l1ad n1ado, a11d lay do,vn on tho 
other side. Hardly had ho tlono so ,rl-ic11 
the trapdoor openea an<l a fa.co - appcarcJ. 
It wo.s the Jow who had lured l1im to il10 
house, and \vl10 had been deputed lJy 
Solomon Barnascona to act u.s l1is gaoler. 

"Ff'ecli11g time,'' said tl1e Jc,v briefi:,·. 
.He attached a basket to o. long, thir1 corcl 

and lo,vrred it into tho ·, .. at1lt-. Insi<lo tlic 
basket waR a thick slice of &talo breaJ au<l a 
mu~ of cocoa. 

'' Fivo n1inutcs allo,\·cd for rcfrcsl1mcnts," 
su.id- the .Jew. '' Hurrv up!'~ · 
· He sqt1uttcd do,Yn ·i;y tl1e si<le ot t-he oJ>cn 
trapdoor, and pttlled out l1is ,vatcl1. rl,he 
detective removed tho .bread a11d cocoa fr•orn 
the basket, l1t1t he "•a,; really thi11king of tlio 
task he hnd s<•t himself and his need for ~01110 

fiOrt of implement to aid him. 
ThPn he had an idea. 
0 Really,'' he exclaimed, '' tl1Zs is 110 \\·a)· to 

t, rcat a guest ! ,, 
'' \.Vliat do you. mean?'' asked tI10 ,Tc,v. 

1
' Isn't tl1e foo<] good ·encugl1 for ~·ou ·1 Yott 

,vi)] g,~t. no othPr. '' · 
'' 1 an1 I1ot complaini11g of tl1e food,'' sai(l 

t.l1e detec1 ive. " Bt1t vou 111igl1t l1avo gi,~c11 
r11e a plate, at least.'' · . 

" That's soon .. provided,,, said tl10 J e,,r, 
ha n ling up tl1e · basket.· 

In less than a mir1ute 110 lo,vereJ it arrai11, 
and Nelso11 [,eP took 011t tho plate nn<l phtcc(l 
¾:lie bread upon it. IIo ate tl10 brcac.l a11ll 
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drank tho cocoa, tl1en tl10 Je_w glanced at :' "fhe professor has se11t l1i:, compliments,'' 
his ,vatcl1. :said the Je,v, as he lo,vered tho basket 

'' 'l,in1e' s up," he said. '' A11d ho asilts me to tell 3:ou that lie lea\~c; 
Nclso11 replaced tl10 Cttp ir1 tho l)askct, and Ior "-;angier early t-0-day by motor-boat. IIo 

"·as abot1t to place the plate besido it ,vhcn l1asn t· neard a~y news of ~onzaquen .}'Ct as 
, it seemed to slip from his l1and. It fell to tho gale l1as interfered "r1tl1 the repairing 

tl1e grour1d, ,vl1ere it promptll' broke i11to of the cable. But as soo11 as he has see,·1 
half a doze11 pieces. him and secured the Silver D,varf, he ,vill 

'' Clumsy fool!" gro,,·lod tl1e Jew. '' "\t ou e11cl(!a\rour to let ~·ou kno,\· at the earliest 
shall have a ,vooder1 plate next time. Pick possible mome11t. In tl1e meantime, he trusts 
t1p tl1ose brok.e11 pieces and put them in the ~·ou are keepi11g i11 good J1ealtb and not 
basket. 'J · giving \\~ay to tho blues.'' 

Unsec11 by his gaol~r, the ·~etcc~ivc co,,.crcd The detective ma(lo no repl)·; bttt as soon 
0~1e of_ the largest pieces ,v1th his f~t,. llut as lie had fitlishcd l1is breakfast and hi:! 
piclced up tl10 reet a-nd tossed tl1c!11 1r1to the gaoler l1ad departed, lie rettt1·ned to his 
bnJ,ket. . ,, underground burro,v and resumocl l1is task 

Ha,Tc )·Ott pttt tl10 spoon 111? · asked the ,vith redou·blcd energy·. 
J (;\\' ,, Yes.,, An hour passcd-t,~·o hou~s-and then l1is 

'fhc J e,v l1auled up tl10 basket and closed (iog~cd efforts. inet \\,Ith their re,\,.a. '1. . Inch 
tl1c trapdoor. A moment later l1e opened by inch ht: raised the po~derous Ba.g, till at 
it agait), bttt luckily for Nelson Lee lie ltad length, . ,,,1t~ a final vigorous tl1rt1st, l1e 

· 11ot )~ct started ,,·ork again. l1ea.vcd it aside and craY-·lcd ~ut .nto a.11otl1er 
'' '11ea at fi, .. e,'' said the Je,v. ttnderground vat~lt, . ,vli!~11 differed from tl1c 
H l d th t pd d d b It d one he had left 1n two 1n1portant factors. 

e 1nngc o ra oor o,vn an o e . 
it. Tl10 detccti\"l\ ,vaited for five or terl In the fir~t place, tho floor of this seco_ncl 
1nintttcs to make sure that liie ga.olcr did 11ot ,·attlt "'BS not of eartl1, but \Yas pa.\·ed "-itl1 
i11tcnd to retut·n. then he s11ntched up tho slabs of stone.. So ml1ch th~ detcct1, .. e iknc,,,. 
}Jiecc of brol<e11 plate whicl1 he had covered a!rcady; hut .1t. ,vas not ttnttl ho -h~d strucl, 
,Yit}1 his foot and rest1mod his cxcnvations. 111s l~-st. rcma1n1ng. match tl1at. 110 d1sco, .. cred. 

· to 111a intense relief, tl1at tl1.3 second ,·at1lt 
I'l.,H the nitl of tl1is somc,vhat novel \\'a.s not entered bj' means of a trapdoor in 

instrument-,,,liich Lee usC'd, of tll(\ roof, bt1t by means of an ordinars~ ttp• 
cottrsc, for scooping out tl1o cartli- right de ... at tho top of a flight of stone 
t.l1c dctecti, .. e's progrcs:1 \Vas no,v ~teps. • 

co11sidorably accclorated. E\·cn so. 110\\·c, .. er, IIc glar1ccd at l1is ,,·atcl1. It ,vas lla.lf.-par-.t. 
his task ,,'."as st1fficier1tl:y t.ediotts, an·d ,\·hen ho teri. He stole to tl1e top of the steps and 
aba11do11e{l it for tea-time 110 had 11ot ,,.et placed his ear to tr1e ke~~J1ole of the door. 
1·eachccl tl10 bottom foundations of tl1e ,vail. Hearing nothing, l1e t.ricd the l1andle. Tl1e 

After the frugal moal lowered to laim· by door ,~as looked or bolted on tho outside. 
tho Je\Y, he rcst1med his task. ancl, co111ing He peered tlirougli the ~cc)·l1ole. So far a~ 
to a 111oro sand)· patcl1 of oarth, he l1ad lio could sec, t.hc door opened i11to tl1c~ 
delved ,lo,v11 to the bottom of tl1c ,vall b,· kitchen. A fire ,vas bt1r11ing iu the grate an<l 
ten o'clock.. And by mid11gl1t lie had made. a kettle ,vas sir1gin~ 011 tl10 hob. Of tl1c 
sucl1 substantial progress tha.t lie s11a.tched a Je,v there ,vas no s1g11. 

fe,v hours' mucl1 11eccled sleep, ir1 tllo coin- Ile applied his sl1ot1ldcr to the cloor ancl 
forting assurance that a fc,,,. l10111·s' ,vork in ga,·o it a vig~ro11s pusl1. Once, t.\vico, t!1rico 
tl1e early 1nor11i11g ,,·ould sec l1is task accom• he pushed. 'I hen the door bttrst open \\'tth a 
plishc<l. resot1nding cra3}1, and he fell flo11r1dering on 

The dctccti,·c a,~oke at about tl1i-ee a.m., his l1ancls and knees on tl1e kitchen floor. 
and lie irnmecliately set to \York. Armecl 
'"·itl1 his primiti,,e implement, lie cra"~led 
i11to the subterranean tunnol I-1e had made 
and attacked tl1e lal·er of soil ,v l1ich ha 110\\' 

l1oped ,Yas all that sops.rated l1im from tl1c 
adjoini11g vat1lt or cellar. 

For t,vo solid l1ours lie ,vorkcd witl1out 
cessation, and then, just as he "'~as expecting 
every mon1e11t to break througl1, l1is cager 
fi11gcrs came i11 contact \\·itl1 t.he under-sur­
f ace of a tl1ick slab of sto11e. 

'' A stone-flagged floor 1" he ~ro.~ncl. '' I 
<lidn't bargain for this. H'm t It's going 
to be more difficult than I thottght. I shall 
have to scrape a,va.y the soil fro111 under this 
flag, au<l tl1en try to he.a-re it 1111. '' 

Nelson Leo toiled on for anotl1cr l1ot1r; 
tl1cn he cra\vled back to l1is prison coll and 
covered ttp tl1c ontrance to tl1e tunnel ,vitl1 

· ono of the rugs. A fe,v mome·nts later his 
gaoler appeared ,vith l1is breakfast. 

I N tho mcantin1c, tl1c Jew ,Ya3 comiug 
do,vn tl1c pass.age Jcadi11g to t.hc kitche11. 
Upon l1earing tl1c crash of the cellar 
door, lie \\'hipped out his re,·olv·er and 

quickened l1is pace. At tl1e samo moment 
as he darted into the kitchen the detecti,·o 
le.aped to his feet. ,,~ith a ~tartlod cry, tl1c 
Jc ,v flung out - l1is hand and pressed tJ •~ 
trigger of his re\·o)\·or. Tho bullet grazctl 
the tip of Nelson Lee's ear and flattened 
itself against the \\·all. The next insta11t the 
<letecti ve sprang at l1is burl~· foe. 

For a second or t,,·o t.hey fought and 
struggled in a desperate hand-to•ha.11d <-n• 
co11nter. Thcr1 they· fell to tho grottnll, 
looked in each otl1er's arms: and e,"eo :.t3 

they fell the barl,ing of e, dog "~as l1onr<l. 
£ ollo,vcd by excited shot,ts. 

'fen sing himself for a fi11al effort,. t1!o 
detccti vo loosene(l one }1and from tl10 J C-'.1.·_ 5 
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throat a.nd de,,lt him a rasping bJr-,v between 
thP eyes which momentarily ~tunned l1im. 
'l'hPrt he s~ran1bled to hi!I feet hastily and 
~,1archPd up th~ Jp,v'Q revolver, ,vhich had 
fa Hpn ro the ~round in the co11rse of the 
-truggl.-.. Hardlv had· l,e done so ere tho 
dog r11~hed ir,to the kit-chen-a 1011g, lithe, 
--1 ru:'W\ clPerho11nd. · 

'' ( :ood dog I ~e1ze him!'' cried a voico 
front tttP far Pnd of the passage. 

The rf,.erhound uttered a low. fierce growl 
1.1ul IauuchPci it~elf at the detective's throat. 
Qui~ a.~ thought, the lattPr leaped aside, 
1 rt at r h• · AAm~ time presaed the trigger of 
t hP rPvolver.· 

rhti huiif\f •·r.ash~d into the deerhound's 
:1<11'1, ;1.n 111ch or so behind the ear, and the 

. lJ·0 brutP. dropped to the ground as though 
i tiarl l1p.-11 ~truck bv lightnirig. A mome11t 

: a tpr-hpfore thP P<'hoes of·- ihe shot had 
,·rt it\\'.&Y-the rlPtective had ···cJe.arPd both 

· ~· .JP\\-' li-nd t,he dog with a ~ingle flying leap 
!.i:.~ ,,-~". racing down the passage towards tho 
· • nrtt rloor. · 

"1nu.Jin2: at the end. of the passage .was one 
~.- t l" .. I PW~~ oN"ompliees - a t:all and 
· 11~, iuou~-1ookir1g Spaniard. He produced a. 

,il(»rt. h;a.('k-hanciled dagger, but' the moment 
; ,. JlPT<-PlVf'd that :\Tel~on Le. \lt8.S arm!'d ,vitl1 

rPvn,vPr hP -sp.1111 · round on his ·hE'e] and 
r1"~ nn~t.air~ a.~ ra~t a~ his legs ,vould carry 
' . 
· 'l n1 

. n .. p ff PtPetJVP sent a bullet' after. him to 
., "r,,,, .hi-~ Aight. ·rhen he· hurriedly openPd 
• floor a 11<1 ~prang out.. into the street, 

.. ',,,,l·.- hi~ ap1>Po.rnn~P gaVf'' ri~e to E«lmething 
I ; ,~ ff\ • Pn~tion. ffi~· clot,he~ \Vere 

, · · ! ·. ·.•, r_,.~ A nrf ,vPrP Pncrti~tPd with ·a 
,,ht'ral : oating of . clayey soil. His hands 

• · ·· • · .. - i, •1P[t.rin1Prl with earth. 
,, ... ,.,,,n~, th" ~tare~ of the c.-ttrious on­

. \t;rr~ hri t-hr11~t his r~vo!ver into his l"'Odl(et 

. I hfi~ti:,· ~IA n<'Prl· at hi~ wat~h. · It wa.s 
· .,, .... ;;nnt"q to ~1PvPr1. Mark Rvmer had 
· r .. rn,· TnnttiP1~· that·. m.orning by motor-boat. 
'.';··, ,va~ a· .:tPR.mPr ·]paving Gibraltar _for 

~.~·1.~~;,,•' At - rf,Jvrn TliPre was · a . spOTt.irig 
; · ,. n,·. nt f'Rt<-hin~ th(l boat and rpn~hing 

. ::1,~rp,· ;n •·in1P · to -utve the - val11a.blP ·st.a tu-
~ ·, r~nm · Fn 1l;n~ into his · rival's hands. · 

.;..•,·-,.,., hv ~h• .. hone. ·~elson Lee· racPd down 
· · ., - ~-r""Tl n nd na.rrow street. l\1en and 

'!••· ·-,1,,,.,.,~ ~n •t.nrP at 'him. dogs ran 
; :t1·kiuR ;1.t his heels, and one man;• even 

- , ~,~ ·: , ,, r to har hi~ progress, under .the 
· !"l··p~- <>t• that hP had comn1itted a theft 
· '.' ·!... A"Ping from th~ police .. 

~, · •t· -~~ ,v:, • a 11 in vain. It w.as after. eleven 
, :,(llt..- -:vh~,n ~rl~on LPA reach~d th·e bottom 

; ''~•,g-ir1PPr IianP. and hy t'1e time he arrived 
.. ;• thr '1118:',' thr hoat ~acl slipped her moor­

• r,; -•• ·t·•;~l 11,n~ ~ ·~rR1'1,· c:tpfln,ing out to sea. 

·•·.·s. '" ·-,. -. ' . 

.. 
, l &P 

. . ' - --

' ! .• .. ' 

A Friend- in Need 1- ·· 

~-(!~~ ~ \ ; ,1:L1111ot t)~ mistaken!. It 
\ . "'~ I L . 't . 9 '' · . , r • ~ r so 11 ee, 1s 1 not • 

l'he detective was ~tanding OQ _the 
-.. ~;.~•d .. of ._the -pi~i,, ~a.zing ,;-cgr~tf.ull,Y 
boat as 1t receded into the distance. 

& ' ♦ • - ♦ • • • I 

At tl10 sound ~f the speaker's voice .110 

started a11d tt1rned round to firr1 hi1~.self 
fa~ing a navaJ officer. Then his eyes flashed 
recog11ition.. The 11aval mau \1'as nn old 
frier1d, and one for \Vhom Nelson Lee had 
solved a mystery and extricated from serious 
troubles. 

'' You l1ave sharp eyes, c0Inma11der., '' :=a.id 
Nelson Lee. • • 1 should not have tl1ought 
that even 1ny most 1r1timate friend would 
recognise me in my present condition.'' 

The com1nander smiled~ 
'' SajJors ba.ve to be teen-eyed,'' 110 said. 

"But what on earth have )·ou· been d(>ing 
to. get_ yourself into _ this disreptltabJo 
pl1~ht? Yot1 1ook as though yot1 had been 
,vorking in a coal · mine for tho past f C\V 
days.'' · · 

'• I feel li-ke it,'' said Nelson Lee. '' As 
a. matter of fact, I ha,1'e been mining, though 
not ~or coal. I was kidnapped yesterday 
morning--'' 

'' Kidnn1Jped 1n Gibraltar!" exclaimed the 
co1nmande1-, amazed. 

''Kidnapped · in Gibraltar~'' repeated tl1e 
detective. •• Kidnapped and impri~oned in an 
underground vnt1lt, from \vhich J ha\·o only 
ju~t, succeeded in burrowing n1y ,vay to the 
open air· agair1. Do you happen to kno,;v 
Professor :\lark Rymer?'' 

'' I 'know hin1 by name, of co11rsc, but I 
l1a,·cn"'t the pleasure of his acquaintance . 
But Ylhy do you ask? Surely you ca11not 
mean to insi11uatc that Profe! 'Or R vn1cr \•las 
i11 arty ,,·ay responsible for your being kid-
napped?'' , 

'' It ,va.s he who arranged the \vho!o 
·bt1siness." 

· c, For \vhat pttrposo ?'' 
'' To keep me in Gibraltar until 110 hnd 

time .to · se-et1re the Silver D\\~arf. '' 
· '' The 8il,·er D,varf? \Vhat on· eart.h .is 
that?'' 

Nelson Lee explained all about the stolen 
statuette and all that it meant, botl1 to tl10 
missing l1eir and M.ark Rymer; . He explained 
the po~it.ion in which he found hirri~e]f antl 
ho\v import.a.~t it was for him. to get to 
Tangier at tl10 earliest possible mom_~nt .. 

''Well.'~. said. the .. -command-er, !' I can h·etp 
you. Come ,vith me to· the· Governor.. V Oll 

. can't. trav·el on to -Tangier without a wiasl1 
· and clean clothcs-and-'a shave. And I dare 
say the GovPruor could arra11ge for a 'pla11e 
t:) take vou across t}1e Straits.'' 

Tl1eto ·\vas a certain amount of delay over 
thi~. · ho,v~vcr; bee.a.use th... governor ,vas 
engaged or1 import.ant hu~i11ess. But ,vhen 
Nelson Lee had heen ({ranted an audience 
and had explained evervthing the governor 
''""as 011ly too plt'8.Red. to help· . 

It was· ·not iong before Nelson ; Lee \\?as­
onco . a.uain his normal spick~a11d-spa,1 self, 
arid, having obtai11Pd some mor1ey·, was now 
seated~ in o.n aeropla.n(!, ftyu1g over ·tho Straits 
to,vard~ th·e African ·coast. · 

But. th~ . governor. did even more than 
that .. "He·. sent t,he 1

• police to the house in 
En•giiiej?r Lane, ' only .to find it . ltritenarited. 
Th~.'. ~t1lprits· had Bown, fc~ring s~ch a ,isit~ 

, . 
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Having knocked out his gaoler, Nelson Lee spun round-to llnd a ferocious dog leaping 
towards him with bared fangs l 

B Y four c./ c.;locli N elso11 Lee ,,.,as in 'fan• 
gic!·, a11d tl1e acroplu110 l1nd returnc<l 
to C:ibraltar. 

Ben7~qtten'~ ~lio_p \YU3 l1alf-,yay 
<lo,vr1 a narro,,r Ian~, leacli11g off tl1e mai11 
street,. J tlst as tl10 <letccti vo turned i11t..o t.J1is 
lano ,Ln elderlv Jc,,\ mottnted ori lt eturcly­
lookir1g pon.r "'nnd l~adi1tg a l1oavily-ladon 
m1.1lc, ca111c to a l1nlt outside tl10 sl1op and 
Rprarig to tl10 grour1{t. No s0011cr l1ad ho 
do110 :=:o t11ar1 a sccorul Jc,Y, 111ttcl1 yoltnger 

• 

tl1a11 tho firbt, rl1:sltetl Ollt of tlie sl1op and 
c1nhraccd t.l1c elrlcr ,,~ith affectionate 
eff ttsivc11c5s. Tl1-~ old mail tl1on disappeared 
into tlJo sl1op, \\ l1ilst tl1e :young 011c set ·to 
,vork to unload tho rut1le. 

.. "Fat.lier 1t11<l son, I sl1ot1ld guess,'' hazar<ll'<l 
Nol3on Lee. 

He lra.;; tiglit. '1'110 elder Jew tvas Isaac 
Benza.quon, ,vho l,a<l just arri,red from 
l~c1elin.. 'l'lic j·ouug-cr ,,·a.s l1is son, the J"OLtng 

I 
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d.1J \Vho had interviewed ~lark R:ymcr 
-Pr ,ra the dav. 
: ,,.. .iek'Ct.iYe ··quickened his pace and fo]. 

· . ,i tlld R«-nzaque11 i11to the shop. 
~-••· ,.,.," Jc.;aar- 1-mnznquon ?'• lie asked in 

,_.~JI(' 

! ir11 ,aid thu .Jew. '' AndJ·ou 1'' 
\f v 11>1111e is ~elson Lefa," sai the detec-

0 J ha ,·p called to sec you ,vith ref er­
t" .-. , , ~t ~tna.11 silver statttette ,vhich yo11 
I\ ··t·h~P··•·d frorn a pf'asant at Snn Roq11e--'' 
·' ,taa t.it~d xclamn.tion just bel1incl him 

~- 1 ~1-<l ~HIii to i.vh~el round. Benzaqtlcn's son 
. ·i c11ter~d the shop \vhil~ Lee h~d bee11 
• ·,: ~ 1 ;..: ut~. anci had heard hlDI mention the 

.(·t ~tatu tte. 
-.~. ~-a.1 t~ it. rny son?'' asked Isaac. '' ,,·hy 

-a g I ta t 0 fl •~ 1 
' 

·, :u .,.,, looker.I embarrassed. Ho ,vas 
.•-'ttOu~ 10 \\·ar11 hia father to be careful ,vhat 

1 •• ... aid. but hP di(I not kno,v ho,v to do it 
·;1th0t,: the detecti,·e hearing i1in1. 

·--,11ldt~1dv. t1owever. a hnppy id<,a occt1rr£'d to 
: .111 Hti. \~·onlJ speak in Hebrew, \vhicl1, for 
. ii ,,ru<~t.i~aJ purpo~es. is un unknown tongttc 
· . t lac-- •- ; er1 til s. 

·· ·1 a kt> heed how vou answer this man,'' 
, · ~~itl 1 ,td<Jrc~s111g hi°s fat~er in Hebre~. ." I 
,.,!, : twri• is trouhle brewmg for ,f.i:: m con-

. 11~•t.io11 with that statuette. re was 
inr•thts, r,1ar1 here thi~ morning-a 1t:ranp. 
!1r1hol\ 01a11 .. with a mon!ttrous noae and ter­
r,t)IP e,·es He asked, even as this man baa . · 1 ,, 
, ~ .~ P<l. U hou t. t hu 81 ver statuette. 

•• I lid you give it to him?'' asked Nelson 
1 .•,.'i' an H<-hrew. 

The vour1g Jew staned and flt1Shed to the 
10.ot~ of his hair. His h■MJY idea had failed. 
'• n 1 11 «'\·ident· that the det&liw.a wns as well 
acquainted witb Hebrew as he wu with 

:,, r11 l,ic. 
.. Hid. vou '{Ne it _to h~ ?" ,;:e■t;ed Nelson 

Lee, hie YOI~ vibrating auppresaed 
, -xc,t.on1ent. 

'' No-o .. •' faltt-red the ,ow:a,r_ Jew; 
ThP detect.iv• bea•ecl· -a •Jh of relief. · Ho 

\\••~ in tiaie. after all. Deaprte his~ start. 
"'· •~•r 1· 'R,me19 had not yet mcured tho Silver 
Dwarf. 

, \,·i,2,t did you •1 to the man who called 
thiA morning!'' he asked. 

ThP voun(!" .Jew glancPd at his father. 
".t\11:twcr him, my son!' said Benzaqu-eo. 

'' \\,.,p hrtv() nothing to conceal and nothing to 
f ,, 
"a r. 

"T M.irl t.o the man that I knew nothing 
nt' th'-' ~tatuctte. '' replird the son. '' I told 
h1m mv father was awav from home, but 
\,·ouJrJ rClt11rn either to-night or on Monday. 
r-t .. ~fl,rl hr wo11ld ret1.1rn again short.Iv after 

t ,, 
~1• n~C' .• 

•• 'rhen hP mav be here at any moment,'' 
~·, ; .. 1 ~rl~nn~ T.~~ l11·iskly. He "'l1ipped ot1t 
L;.., r,r1rc:t'\ ~nd thrPW a· aold coin into the 
vonnL" ,Jpw's hand. ~, Go to the door and 
· ,v~• tch for him,'' he f;aid. '' Let me 
1· t·•n~,- th<' irl~t.ant hf\ com(\~ in sight." 

t\ ,. :, •n the :rottth glanced inquiringly at 
hi~ r~th~r. 

'' C:n. mv son!'' said Bcr1zaqucn. •• It is 
1': rf ~('\n J .. Pe who desires it. He is an 11pright 

1nan, a11d a man to be £eared. It is best ,,·e 
should obey him .• , 

The son withdrew and took lua stand just 
out.Bide the door. The deteutite then tu.med 
to the father, and briefti told him the storyl 
of the Silver Dwarf an<I the neck-and-nee { 
race wiiich had taken place between himself 
and the professor. 

'' I have 1-io desire to take any .advanta~e 
of yo11," h'--~ said in conelusioa. ~, Yoa Will 
110,v u11d~rstand from what I have told yot1 
that ,vhatc\·er price tho profesaor is pt"~ed 
to pas ( an1 prepared to pay a bigg~r. Whnt 
do you say to a tl1ot1sand pesetas?' 

The Je,v gave a hopeles~ ahrug. 
'' Alas a11d alack! I have already aold it 

lor a lx~ggarly three hundred,,, be said 
despairi11gly. 

''Sold it•~'' cried Nelson Lee sharply. ••To 
\Y l1on1 ha vc .}"Ott sol..-J it tt• 

IJefore the Je,v could reply, his son put his 
bead in st the shop door and announced that 
'' the other gentleman ., was con1ing 4<>w11 
the ln11e . 

~, Tell hi111 ,vhcn he comes that yot1r father 
is e11gagcd," said the detecti ire swiftly. 
'' Dor1't tell l1im that I an1 hero. Just tell 

. him to take a seat and keep him ,,,,a1ti11g 
until your father and I have finished our 
eonwereation. '' He . turned to 8Pnzaque11 
again. '' Have you a ~i•ate room,,, l10 

uked. '' A roon, where · we can talk witbot1 t 
being aeen or ove.rheard ?'' 

By way of reply libe Jew q1•icsly raised a 
curtain and ushered him into a low, dark 
room at the back of. die shop. FTOm thero 
he Jed him across a1 opotN courtyard. ~ a 
flight of steps, and iato a cosily-furnished 

• • llltb,ng•room. 
"And 110w for your story,,. said NetlOtl 

Lee. "'To whom bave you sold the Sih-er 
Dwarf!'' 

.. To t.he Kaid of Kelelin., '' said Benzaquen • 

.. Tbe ICaid !'~ said Nelson Lee. "That's a 
IOI& of sheik or nati,e chief. isn't it?'' 

"Yea." •Ni the Jew ''Kelelin is a emall 
Yjlla.p ah11■t &fty miles frww, Tangier, 011 

the way to Ten■n. It is illll■bited by one 
of the 6ezow taaiee in Morocco, and tl1e 
KaNI ia their eliaf."' 
· • When did you ael him the Sil\·er 
Dwarf!'' 

'' Early this morning. The Kaid l1ad 
,·isited rne some wrekf' before, and told 1110 

he ,vished to purchase jewel1ery. I ,vent. to 
Kelelin with jewellery, a11d, tl1inking tl1e 
statuette might appeal to him .. I took it ,vitl1 
me. He liked it so m11ch that l1e off e1·ed 
mo tbree h11ndred pesetas for it on the spot.'' 

'' Then there is only one thing to be done,'' 
said Nelson Lee. '• I must ~o to I{P1elin. '' 

'' It 'Yill be us(llese, '' said the J c,v. '' The 
Kaid is as super~titious 8.R he is obst.ina to 
and ferocious. He hn!; taken it into hi~ hend 
tha.t the sta.tuet.t~ i~ a ~harm dati,,g fro111 tJ,e 
time of the great King Suf'iman. ~fore­
O\·er, he has a viol~·nt hatred of all foreigners 
-especially of the English-arid notl1ing t.hat 
yot1 can say ,vilJ induce him to part ,vitl1 tl10 
Dwarf.,, 
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'' \Vo \\Till see about tl1at, '' said the detec-
ti,"e grimly. · 

,. Bo ,varned by me; do not go!', urged 
the tlt•\V eartlestly. "It is as much as your 
life is \vorth to \·enture into Kelelin.,, 

1"hP detective shrugged his sl1oltlders. 
'' I must get the D\varf 1 and nothing will 

stop me J '' he said. '' I snail most certainly 
go to KeleJin at the earliest possible oppor• 
t11nity. In tl1e meantime,'' he pulled out his 
purse, '' here are a tl1ousand pesetas, ,vhioh 
I \Vish yot1 to divide between yourself aud 
:rott r son. In return for tl1is, I wa11t you to 
promise me tJ1at )tOu mention no \VOrd of 
,~ll1at you l1ave just told me to the ma11 who 
ciil)ed this morning, and who is 110w in your 
~laop. Do not e,,en tell him that I ha \"0 

been J1ere. I-le believes that I am a prisoner 
in Gibraltar. I ,vish him to co11t1nue to 
Lelie, .. e so.'' 

Old lsa.ac clt1t.chcd the money and thrust it 
into his leatller ,Yallet. .. 

" Y ottr ,vis hes shall be obeyed, most noble 
sir,'' 110 said. '' I s,vear that both my son 
ancl mJ·self wil I be as silent as the grave. 
Not a ,vord sl1all c1·oss our lips.'' , 

Tl1e detecti,~c looked him full in tho face. 
Appare11tly l1e. \\·ns satisfied with his scruti11y, 
for 11c stniled and 11odded liis head. 

'' It is ,veil,'' he snid in Hebre,v. ,~ I trust 
:i-ott. No,v sl10,v me how I can leave this 
fJlace ,vitl1out being seen. 1' 

The Je,v lecl tl1e \Vay do,vn tl1e steps again 
i1ncl across the court~·ard. He pointed to a 
nnr1~0,v passage ,,·l1ich led to the main street 
of Ta.11gier. 

'' F~arc'l·oll, '' he said. '' 1\fay Hea,ycn pre• 
ser,·e )9 ou from l1arm !'' 

'' Sa~v rather ' at1 revoir! '' said Nelson 
L~c. .., 'I sl1all hot)e to see ~'OU again ,vhen 
I ret.tlr11 from Keleli11-,vitl1 the Silver 
D,varf !'' ---

CHAPTER 7. 
The Kai d's Decree! 

N EXT claj' \,rit.s Sunday. At s11nrisc a 
car, fitted ,,Tith caterpillars to enable 
it to travel O\'Cr the desert,. passed 
tl1ro11gh the eastern gate of Tangier 

a11cl sperl a ,,-u.y :tt a. steady pace across the 
l1arren sanely ,vaste . _that st-retched tO\\J"ard3 
l(elclir1. T\YO persona rode in tl1e car. 011e 
\\".US Nelson Lee, the other ,,,as a trusty 
11ati,,o gt1icle, recommended and provided by 
i 110 Bri tisl1 Consul. 

A car cannot travel so fast O\'er the desert 
a 5 on a roacl, and it ,vas not t1ntil 110011 that 
t}1ej' arrived at Kelclin, ,vhich ,vas little 
il11oro tl1an a straggling collection of ~mall 
t l1ntched httts, grouped in an irregular circle 
rouncl tho l1ouse of the Kaid. 

rrho I(aid's house "~as of st.one, and l\"4S 
1Jttilt in the form of a hollow sqttare, \\"ith 
an open courtyard in the middle. An orange 
tree stood at each of the four corners of 

· t 110 cottrtyard, and in the centre ,vas an orna­
rnen ta l £01.1ntain, the \\'aters of which fell into 
a circt,lar basin. 

Each of tl1e four ,valls of tn1s coi1rt:yar(l 
consisted, i11 the first pla,ce, of a ro,v of 
Moorish arches, leading 111to the lower rooms 
of tl'lo house. Above these arches \\'as a kincl 
of gallerJ', at the baok of ,vhich was another 
ro\v of arches, lcadi11g into tl10 1.1pper roon1s. 
And abovo these rooms was the Oat roof 
of the house, part of ,vl1ich ,,·as arranged 
as a garden; _ 

Having brought the car to a standstill and 
fixed up a temporary camp a11d shelter from 
the sun by the side of the vehicle, the d~tec­
ti ve sent his guide to announce l1is arrival 
to the Kaid and to arrange for an intervic,v. 

An hour elapsed, then the guide returnee), 
and \vhen he did so hii face ,vas grave anti 
troubled. 

'' It \vould be better to retur11 to Tangier, 
excellc11cy, '' he said. '' ,.....he l(aid is angered 
by }Tour request for an inter\'ie,v, and I 
fear--'' 

'' Never mind what you fca.r, '' saic.l tl10 
detective impatientll·· '" Has the Kaid re­
fused to see me?" 

'' No. excellency,'' replied tl1c guide. 
'' The Kaid-whom Allah prescr,.rc !-l1as cot1· 
sented to grant you an audience, bttt--'' 

'' Then lead the u,·ay !'' comma11ded Ne!~o11 
Lee decisively. 

The gttide obeyed, and a fc\v n1inutes l<ttcr 
the detective stood in tl1c court~yard. r1•110 
Kaid "·as seated, Moorisl1 fashion, on a ricl .. 
Oriental rug. Behind him stood his bodl·­
guard-f our stal " .. art Moors, e..acli of \vhorl1 
was armed \vith .a rifle and a sinister-looki11g 
knife. 

'' \Vhat is thine errand, doa- of a Cl1ris• 
tia11 ?'' demanded the Kaid, v,hc11 Nelson Leu 
v-tas ushered- into his presence. 

'' I ha,·e come to crave a fa,·our at l'0Ur 
ha11ds, '' said t~ e detective. 

'' Then tl1ou hast come in ,:-ai11, '' retort(\cl 
the Kaid. '' Tl1ou art surely a stranger in 
this land, or thou wouldst l1a ve tkno\\·n that. 
the I(aid 0£ Kelelin is not one tl1at grants 
fa \"ours to the Nazarene.'' 

"It is true that I am a stranger an<l a 
Nazarene,'' said Nelson Lee. '' It is also 
true that I have heard th.at you do nof regard 
my fellow-countrymen witl1 favour. At the 
same time, the boon I crave is so sn1all, and 
the re,~ard I offer is so great, tl1at I am 11ot 
,vithout hopo that my ht1n1ble request may 
.be granted. Your Excellency bought fro111 
Isaac Bcnzaq11en, the ,Je,v, a silver image, 
fashioned in the f or1n of a d \\'arf. '' 

'' I do not deny it. \Vhat of it?'' 
'' Yottr Excellency bought the im.age for 

t.hrec hundred pesetas. I have l1ero a thousancl 
·pesetas-give n1e the imago and tl1e mone.v 
1s )'Ours. That is all I ask. Did I not speal, 
trt1ly ,vl1C'n I said it ,vas a small boon that 
I cra.,red ?'' 

'' Smali it may be,'' said the Kaid, ,Yitr1 
a.n insolent laugh. '' Nevertheless, it is 
greater than I am minded to grant." 

'' Your Excellcncv ,viii not sell the image ?1
' 

' ' Not for a hundred thousa11d pesetas!'' 
_,, \\,.ill yottr Excellency permit me to 

cxa-mine it for a moment or tvlo? It is not 
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tl1P imnge itself· that I def;ire to posscs.9, b11t 
that ,vhich is contained therein.'' 

'' Thou speakest in parables,'' said tho 
I{nid. '' How can that which is composed 
of solid metal--.., 

'' But the image is not solid,'' said tho 
detccri,~e. '' It is hollow, and with~.l it thcro 
are certain ,vritings ,vhich I desire to 
pcrtlSC. ,, 

The Kaid's eyes spariied, and ho tttmcd 
to l1is bodyguard. 

'' Did I not tell ye th·at it ,va.s a cliar1n ?', 
he cried. '' Ye hear wl1at the Nazareno 
~aitl1 ? Thero are writi11gs ,,rithin the image ! 
Do11 btless t.hey are the secret . writings of tl1c 
gre.at King St1leiman !'' 

The detecti,le smiled faint.ly. 
'' Yot1r Excellency is- mistaken," 110 ~air]. 

"Tl10 \\'ritings ,vi thin tl1e image .arc merely 
tl1e official record of a marriage· ,vhich took 
11lace in ~ngland t\\~e11tj'-fi've J'Cars ago. If 
~,.our E·xcellcncy ,vill · only pern1it mo to 
examine the image · '' 

''Never!'' exclaimed tl1c Ka.id. ,. Never 
again sl1all the eyes or tl1e hands of an 
accursed Nazarene po11,1te the sacred image.'' 

rl,hc d~tectivc ~hrugged his sho11l<lers. 
'' _ .. .\.m I to understand, tl1en," he sa.id, 

'' il1at )·ot1 ,vill neither sell n1c the i1nagc nor 
al1o,v me to examino it 1'' 

., Neither 1he one nor the other!'' agreed 
th~ K aicl empl1atically. 

-''\:--er~' good,'' said t.110 detccti,·r. '' IIas-­
~an ''-l10 called to his guide-'' we will 
deJJart !'' 

I-Ii~ coolnc~~, together ,,·ith something in 
tl1e tones of his voice, made the Ka.id un-
c ~-\· ,. :') . 

,:·Sta\·!'' 110 ordered, as the detective 
lnrn~rl '"to go. '' \Vhithcr goest thou?'' 

,~ To tl10 S11ltan,~' said the detective curtly. 
Tho ,vords had hardly crossed his lips ~re 

}le ,,~ould have given all he poss~sed to 
2~al l t.hem. Their effect on the truculent 
l{aid \vas ns that of a red rag to a bull. He 
leapc:-cl to l1is feet, his face ablaze with fury. 

'' A thre~t t Ry the Beard of the Prophet, 
a thrca:t ·!'' · he cried. ' 1 The Kaid of Kerelin 
is t.l1r~atened in his own ·house, and by an 
af'~llrsed Nazarene!', 

He eigned to · his £our retainers, and im .. 
111ediatcly they sprang to Ne1Eon Lee's side 
411d ~eized him by the arms. 

Then the Kaid "·hipped out a revolver and 
levelled ·it nt the det.ective's head. 

'' For once thou hast spoken t.ru1:v ~ '' h.e 
8air1. '' Thou shalt indeed go ·to the Su]tan, 
,vliom ... .\llal1 preserve! Thou wilt not b~ the 
firgt dead rr.an he hath reC"eivcd as a prrscnt 
from l1is loj1al subjects in the villa.go of 
KP1C'1in!'' 

N ()T _a vest.ige of. f ~ar disp'3yed ~tself 
on the ·detecti•e s calm, u11niffled 
face. He knew that his life was 
hanging by the Alenderest thread. 

yet never for an ini;ta.nt did bu pre~~cc of 
mind desert him. · 

. '' Yott are going to shoot me ? '' ho ask~d, 
in the most matter--of.fact tones. · 

,. Again t.hott hast spoken trt1 ly, 1 ' repli~d 
the Kaid. •' It is thy ,vish, tho11 sayest, to 
go to· the Sult.an. Bismillah ! Thy ,vish shall 
be granted. Thott shalt go to the Sultan..:... 
,vhom Allah preserve !-and that, r l1alt tako 
,vith then a bullet in thine he.ad, a·s n, .present 
for his i\laje~t.y, from .._\·btsalcn1 cl Baka.Jy, 
the Kaid o.f l(cleiin ! Hnst tl1-0u ~11,ythin'g 
c1se to .say?'' · 

'' '\"" cs, I ha ,re on.o thing cl::e to say·,'' ra. 
plied the detective. "8inco threats a.nd 
,varnings ali•kc have pro~ed uselcs.~ to t1.1rn 
you from your purpoie, I will ma.kc ·yow· 
Excellency an off er. In r~turn for .n"Jy free­
dom I \\·ill pre:;ent your. J~xrellency. ,,,.ith a 
wondro11~ <3l1arm of magic po"\\~cr-a · charn1 . 
no bigg~r tl1an a pigeon's egg, :ret ,so 111ighty 
t.hat solid rook3 V.' iJi crttmhle i11to po,1rdcr at 
·t l • '' 1 S tOllCl. .· 

Tl10 l(ai(I ,vas s11pcr~titio11~ to ihc last 
degree. The detective's worJs procltlced a 
visil>lo imprc5sion on him. Iii~ eye~ g-li~tened 
witl1 mingled av.arico and expectation. 

'' Ha.st thott tl10 cl1arn1 ,,ill1 then?,. ho 
a.r-kc(l craftily. , 

'' I l1a·v·e, '' ~i<J Nelson Le~. 
The Ka.id burst into a lot1d guff.a.,,r. 
''Fool-fool!'' he crietl, si1apping hi~ fin-

ger~ in tho detective's face. '' Ii tho11 11.ast 
t!1e cl1al"n1, ,,, J1y ~ho11ld I sparo tl1y lif o to 
gain possession of it? Can I not t.ake it 
f ro111 tl1co after t.l1ott art dP..-ad ?'' 

''Tr11e,'' saic.l tl1e detectlv·o cal1nl.y. ~'Ilnt· 
tl1e cliar-m is of 110 v:iluc-it i~ ~,~en da.nvcr­
ous-to tl1oso ,vl10 kno,v 11ot l1ow to ttso it 
arigl1t.. '' 

'' 1'h~n t11011 ~11alt sl1ow 1na 110,v to 11~.o it 
beforo ·1 orclcr tJ1eo to be ~llot ! " retorted tho 
K11icl. 

'' A11d if I ref use?'' aske,l Xelson Lee. 
'' Y 0,1 will not re-f 11s0 ! " ret:01,.te<l th~ Kaid, 

in a 111enaci11g voice. '' If tl101t refuse to 
sho\v me tl1P- c.l1a.rm of thine own free v.•·ill. I 
,vill l1a~·o tl1eo tort11rod I \\1}1ero is tho 
thing?'' -

The dot~tivc--TI.T}10 l1ad no.- i11tPn tio11 of 
refusing, for 11c had alre◄1dy formt~{l a liltlo 
scheme ~n hi~ mind-thrust his hand iuto J1is 
pocket and drew out a en.rdbox box. 

Thrusting tl1e rc't9olver into his_ belt, t11<-' 
Kaid ~natcl1~d t11e box from Leo's l1ancl and 
opened it. · Inside it was a mass of 1l11ffy 
cotton . ,vool, in tl1e ce11tro of "·hic11 "·as a 
small bomb. · 

During his brief talk ,Yit11 tl10 Consul in 
Tangier, tho detoctivo l1ad seen thi~ hon1IJ, 
and on maki11g inqu.iries learned thnt it ~·as 
filled wit:.,. a kind of nitro-glyccrine, and had 
been found in the possession of a certain 
notorious revolutionary, who l1ad bccan 
arrested when trying to for~o l1is ,,~ay i?tto 
thP T.R~ation buiidin~s. 

The detective, knowing that he wn9 :1ho11t 
to set 011t on a dangerQ.Us mission~ had 
laughingly suggested that this little .bomb 
would form a very ttSeful addition to his 
mran~ of defence., and tho nuui~ter J1ad 
allowed him to t.ke it .. 

... a\!1<1 this ,Yns tJie '' c~l,ann '' ":-}1iclt tl).C 
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Kaid of I(clolin \Vas no\v fondling \Vit-b 
stu·h a.ffec. iouat(" interest! 

"Don't ilrop it I" ,vat"ned Nelson Leo as 
tl1e Kaid rem<>ved the bon1b trom the card­
board box and eagerly cxamir1ed it. "If t.he 
churm shc>t1Jd fall to the ground the ev,l 
spirits that are imprisoned therei11 wottld 
burst theit· bonds and over\vhelm us with 
,Jrstrttctiori. Y 011 r l~xreJleru_•_,. :"\uould not 
l1ave taker1 the c.harm from t.he box until I 
l1ad first said tl1e n1ystic \\·ords that put the 
spirits to sleep.,, 

"Teach me tl10 ":-ords nncl I ~?ill put the 
spirit3 to sleep rn:yself," said the Kaid. 

The detective glanced around before he 
ref>Jied. He \\'ll8 ~ta11<l111~ 111 ari (Jpt·Ja c•ourt-­
yat'"d, ll10 ,valls of ,vhich ,,·ere cornposed of 
a double t-ier of l\1oorish arcl1es. 111 front 
of him, ir1 tl10 centte •Jf tl1e court;·ard, was 
t!le or11amcr1tal fountair1, with its shallo,v, 
circula.r has in and its sw1ftl)·-mov i11g gold­
fish. Close behind him ,vas tl1e passage 
\\'ltirh led from tho court~'ard into the 
street. 

Ou l1is 1·igl1t hat1d \Vere t\\'O of the ~loors 
"·ho f or1ned tl1e Kaid's bodj'gttard, on his 
left \\"ere tl1e other t\vo. Ile -held out his 
ha11d to tho l{nid. 

'' Give me th,} charm," he said. "I \vill 
sho,,· .your Excellcn•·~ ho\v to hold it ,,,.hilst 
the mystic \\"ords are be1ug '!aid.'' 

St1spccting notl1ir1g, the Kaid placed the 
little glass ball in Nelson l ... oe's hand. 

The fot1r retainers lu..-,·ered their rifles 
and whispered to each other that they were 
gcling to see sornething Yt'o11derf L1l. They 
were 1·ight l 

"First of all," said Nelsun Lee, "you raise 
the cl1arm in the air-thus!" He raised his 
)1and abo\"0 l1is head. '' Then _you \Va ve i l 
to and fro." 

St1iting tl1a action to the word, he ,vavcd 
l1is har1d backwards and for\vards twice, 
then sudder1ly, before they ~ould grasp l1is 
intention, he tossed the bomb to\\'ards tl10 
1niddle of the courtJ,Tard and flung himself 
flat on 11 is face. 

"By ti1e beard of--'' the Kaid began. 
But ere he could complete his sentence 

the bomb alighted on the 1narblo edge of 
the basin at the foot of the four1tain. 

The moment tl1e bomb struck the fottn­
tain it exploded with a roar that shook tl1e 
house to its foundatio11s. The fountain 
toppled over lilco a house of cards beforo a 
puff of wind. One of the orange-trees· ,vas 
entirely uprooted, ,vhilst the others were 
stripped as bare as telegraph poles. Frag­
ments of 1nnrble ar1d mu I ti .. coloured tiles 
,vere scattered in all directions. 

So ,·iole11t \vas tl1P ~011c11~s1ora of the air tt1at 
the Kaid ancl l1is foltr retai11ers ,vere swept 
off thE,ir feet and hurled against the nearest 
,vall with so much force that for several 
minutes t.hey \Vere too stunned t-0 compre­
hend what had happened. 

And by the time their scattered wits had 
ret11rncd, by the time they scramblecJ to 

t,l1eir f ePt. the c.Jt,t.ectiYo l1ad vanished and \!\1as 

no\vhere to be seen ! 

CHAPTER 8. 
The Basha of Tetuan ! 

O WING to the fact that he had ftt1ng 
himself fiat on his face before h;_. 
had thrown the bomb, Nelson Let~ 
escaped tl1e fate which overtook the 

Kaid and l1is four retainers. Almost beforo 
the echoes of the explosion had died a,,·ay, 
t,he dctC"ctivP I aned ro his feet a.gain arid 
dart.ed thrott.!{h the passage \vhicl1 led from 
the courtyard to the street. 

The 11illage of Keleli11 consisted of a 
scattered collection of thatcl1cd huts, \\·hiqh 
\Vere grouper] in an irregular circle round 
the palace c>f the K~id. 

Alarmed by the roar of t.he explosion, men 
a11d \\~omen s,varmed out of tl1ese hut.s like 
bees out of a hive. Some of them, catcl1ing 
sight of Nel3on I,ee. attempted to bar l1is 
progress. One plttcked an old-f ash ionc,1 
pistol from his belt and fired at the detec-­
tive as he ra11. T.Jttckily for Nelson Lee, tho 
bttllet merely grazed his cheek, and· before 
the ~loor eol1ld fir~ agnin the detcc-tivc felle<l 
hin1 to the grott11d ,vith a blo,v bet.Yr"een tl10 
eves. .. 

Ei.·entua111T, after several narro\v escapes 
of being captured, t.he detective reac}1ed tl1e 
spot ,vhere he n11d Hassan, tl1e guide, l1acl 
left the car. The}' did not trouble abot1t 
tl1c tent they had rigged, bttt leaped into 
tl1e vehicle. 

Fortunat.ely tl1e electric starter f11nctionccl 
at t.he first time of asking, and tl1e engin<) 
roared into life. The g11ide took the ,vheel 
and drov·e a.cross the sandy \\"astcs a,vay 
from Keleli11. 

'' H o,v Far a1·e ,ve £ rom Tctt1an?" ask eel 
Nelson J.;ee. 

'' Abottt six 1niles,'' replied the guide. 
- "There is a Bri tisl1 cons11l there?" 

''Yes, Exeelle~cy. Bt1t why do l'Oll ask? 
Are l'\"'e 11ot goir1g back to Tangier ? " 

'' Not at present," said Nelson l.1ee. "'fhc 
Kaid ancl l1is follo,,. .. ers \\"ill be nf ter 11s as 
soon as tl1cy l1av·e recovered from their 
panic, anrl if ,ve ,~;ere to attempt to roac}1 
Tangier tl1ej"' \vo11ld ha \Ye ple11ty of titne t c, 
overtake tis before \\·e could arrive tl1erc. 
Wo 11111st 1nako for Tctt1an in tl1e first place. 
Do yOLl k11ow t}1e road?" 

., On, yes!'' said IInssan. 
Tl1a gttide coaxed the old car to prodttce 

a speed of abottt t\\tenty miles per l1ot1r, its 
caterpillars flinging up the dry sa11.d i11 
clouds. . Before they had co,rered a quarter 
of -a mile a score of armed and mounte<l 
Moor,, with tho Kaid at their l1eacl, 
strenmed 011t. of tho palace in hot pursuit. 
Nelson Lee pulled out his revolve-r nncl 
<-trl[Jtic{l it a1r1oug tl1t• l1orser1le11, l:ut, u11-
daunted, they continued ·to charge on\vards. 



At first tl1cJ' ga.inetl on tlle car, bt1t lly 
,Jint of 111anipulati11g t!1e cc1ut1·ol~, t11<1 gt1;do 
1nanaged t.o i11crease tho !:;peed of tl1e cn1· 
to tl11rtj 1niles per. l1ot11~. .:\laybo a hor~c 
ca11 galloJ) at tl1at speed, but it cannot 
1naintain tl1c pace. When at last tl10 \\'hito 
,val Is ,Jf th~ little seaport to\\1 r1 of 'fet.uan 
camo ir1 sight, the l\;Joors ,vcre still fi\~a 
l1undred yarw or 111ore i 11 tl1e rear. 

.. 1'hey'll never catcl1 t1s I"Io,v·," c<,mn1i!11ced: 
Nelso11 Lee, with satisfaction. 

"They \viii r1ever try, E.xcel!fl11cy1 " said 
IIassa11. '' Tl1e Kaid is a bold n1aH, but 110 
,vii) not rlare to \-enture into 'l"ct.ua !l. See ! 
Already they are sJacke11ing s1Jeed ! ,, 

The dotecti,re glanced back: o~eL~ l1is 
~}1ouJdcr, a.11cl sa,v that. the gt1idc ha(l s1>oker1 
the t.ruth. The Kaid and l1is follo\vcrs 11.ad 
pt1lleci tlP their stean1ing ho1·scs, a11d a 
mon1ent or two later thev \Vl1eeled rot1nd in 
a body and slo\v]y rode .. back i11 t}1e diroc­
tior1 of KeJelin~ 

A <JU .. \R.TER of a.11 llOUl' Jater~ <>;· ,t 

f e ,.v n1 in tl t es after fi ". e (1' ~ I oc k , t h u 
detective a11d l1is gt1ide c)1·ove tl1rot1gh 
1-110 <tuaint arcl1cd gate,,,.ay t1f t.l1a 

1 i tt.le t,1\v11 a11d brougl1t tl1e car to a sta11d­
sti ll at tl10 door of the British v ic.e­
consulatc. 

· Ho\v t1o yo11 (lo?" said t.l1e cor13tl1 v_-l1cr1 
Nclso11 I.1ee l1acl ii1ti:o<Juce() I-1i mscl f. .~ \\~l1a t 
car1 I {lo fo1· )'-oi1 ?" 

In a fc,.v ,,·cl l-ch41~c11 seutences the tletec­
tivo ra1Ji,lly 11arrated i1is stra11ge and 
1)eri!o11s adYc11inres. 

'' I l1ave co111e to yon,'' lie saicl i11 eo11clu- ~ 
sio11 'i in tl1e hope that yo1.1 n1a:,_,. be allJe to 
sttggest son1c ,vay of tJerst1adir1g tl1e !{aid to 
sell 1ne the Sil~er D,,,arf. Of course,. I am. 
r1t1ite a,vare tl1at lie can11ot be compelled tt, 
11a1·t ,vitl1 it. u1,1ess l1e choO!es, for he l1as 
lJot16 l1t it in a perfectly )egiti1nate ma11r1er, 
a11d co11seq11e11tly lie has a legal right to· 
ret::1ir1 it if l1e ,YisJ1es.'' 

• · r.egal i-igl1t !" said the co11s11l, ,vith a 
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lattgh. '' My dear Nelson Leet Yle are not in 
England! We are in l\'Iorocco, where · legal 
right is an empty phrase. If you and l are 
Moors, and-you have something which I ,vant, 
I take it from ltou by force, 1f I am strong 
enot1gh; and if I am not strong er1ough to 
take it a,vny from you by force, I bribe tl1e 
Government to take it from you and hand it 
over to me. If I am neitlJer strong enoul{h to 
take it from yot1 by force nor rich enough 
to bribe the G_ovemment-why, I have to do 
without it. That's the law of legal right as 
practised in· Morocco !'1 

· 

•' A con,;enient law for the rich an<l 
strong," said Nelson Lee, '' but a mightil}· 
inconvenient law for tho poor and the weak.'' 

''True!'' said the consul. '' But I do not 
tl1ink yott need have any_ scruples about apply­
ing it to the Kaid of Kelelin. Of course, if 
J'OU wish, I will make a formal complaint 
to the Basha about the \Vay the Kaid 
nttompted or threatened to murder you. But 
yot1 can take my word for it that nothing 
,,,ill como of the complaint. The Kaid may 
1·eceive a mild reprimand, but you won't get 
any oompet1sation, and you certair1ly won't 
get your so-called Silver D\\·arf. l\1hen one 
is in Rome, it is best to do as the Roma11s 
<lo. If you ,viii be guided by me, you will 
make no formal complaint, but will simply 
ti-eat the Kaid in the same \\'ay that he would 
t~t one of his fello,v-countrymen, or as one 
of his fcllow-coun· ryn1cn would treat him 
in similar circumstances.'' 

'' Thon what vlottld yott ad\·ise me to ·do?'' 
asked Nelson Lee. 

Tl10 consul ans\vered his question ,,,.ith 
another. 

'' Is tho Silver Dwarf ""orth fifty pottnda 
to you?'' l1e asked. 

'' It is worth con~iderably more tl1an that," 
replied the detective dryly. 

-'' Good ! Then ~ ... ou \Youldn't mind giving 
fift.y pounds to get it back?'' 

''I \\'Ottld gi\"e five hundred." 
'' Ha,,.e .you fifty pottnds ,vith )"OU?'' 

''Yes.'' 
Th~ consul const1lted l1is \\"atch. 
'' It is too late to see tl1e Basha to-day. 

Time matters nothing to these Moors,'' l10 
said. ''Come to my office at te11 to•morro,v 
mor11ing. Bring the fifty pounds with you~ 
nnd leave tl1e rest to me.'' 

S 01\IE\\THAT rn),...stified by tl1e consul,s 
,vords, the detective took his depart11re 
and dismissed his guide, making 
arrangernents for the man t~ return 

to Ta11gier. 'I'l1c detective engaged n room 
at one of the local -hotels, arid had the car 
garaged in a shed in the yard. 

. At t.en the following morning he prese11ted 
l11mself at tho consul's again, and together 
they ,Yended their \vay to the Kasbah, 
,vh1ch ,vas the name given to an imposing 
bloclt of bttildings, some of v;hich ,vere t1sed 
as a prison, others as n barracks, and others 
as n Goveron1ent office. 

Seated irt tlle principal gatcv.'ay, aur .. 
rounded by a bodygt1ard of Moorish troops, 

\\'as an i,ged, ,vhite .. haired 1\-loor, who \\,.as 
dispensing justice to such as co11ld afford 
to pay for it. This was tl1e Basha, who ,vas 
a kind of ma}·or, magistrate, chief-constable, . 
and -military com1nander all rolled ir1to one. 

Upon catcl1irig sight of tl1e British consul -
he ,vavod the various suitors aside and 
beclconccl to the const1I to approach. 

u We \\"OLtld speak with yottr nobilit .. v 
privatel~" ," said the consul~ and he slipped 
t.en pottnds into. the Basha's hand. 

The Basha made a sign, and the trooper~ 
drove the crowd , back out of earshot. 

'' It is \\"r i tten in the Koran," said t!1a 
consul, "t-hat images aro an nbominatiu11 
to the faitl1ft1l. Tho Kaid of Keleli11 l1as 
broken the law of the Prophet, \Vhose name 
be held in everlast.ing ,reneration. He has 
purchased a silver image in Tangier and 
has hiddc11 it in his hot1se. '' 

Another ~en pounds changed l1ands. 
"The Nazarene spoaka wiselyt" said tl1e 

Basl1ra, gra,·cl:y. '' 'fhe Kaid of Kelelin l1as 
committed an abomination, and it is meet 
lie sl1ould be p11nished." 

., ~Iy friend here," continued tl1c consul, 
glane1ing at Nelson Lee, '' went to the ho11s(' 
of the Kaid to reprove him for his faithless• 
ness. He off ererl to take the accursed image 
away, but the Kaid replied by threatening 
him Ylit.h death. My friend is an Englisl1-
man, and it. is not. meeL that Englishmon 
should be threatoned ,vith death. If .. my 
friend were minded to complain to thP. 
St1ltan, \Yhom Allah preserve, there ""ot1lu 
be much trouble for the Kaid of Kelelin, 
and for those \\·ho are responsible for l1is 
good behaviour. Bt1t we do not \\'ish to 
disturb tJ1e d}_gnity of his Majesty \\·ith 
this mat.ter. We prefer to leave it in tl1e· 
hands of your nobi~.1ty." · 

1t-Iore money passed into tho Basha's l1nnd. 
.. It is the silver image ,ve desire t.o 

possess," contintted the consul. "It is no\v 
in tt10 l101tse of the Kaid. Y 011r nobility. has 
many soldiers, and the followers of tho 
Kaid are few. Your nobility has but to 
say tho \\·ord and the matter is ended." 

Again- tl1ere ,vns the passing of money. 
The Basha_ gravely stroked his long whito 
beard. 

.. It shall be even as you say," h·e said. 
11 I will send a ht1ndred soldiers to Kelelin 
in an hour's t-ime~ They shall sttrround the 
house of the Knid and take away the 
ac.ct1rsed image. They shall bring it ,vith 
them to Tett1an and deliver it to )·ou1· 
friend. Bismillnh ! I ha,,.e said what I 
ha,,e said!'' -

.. Aslt him if I can go \\'itl1 the soldiersJ" 
wl1ispered _Nelson Lee in English. 

"l\fy friend would fain accompany the 
soldiers," said the consul, pressing the last 
of tJ1e fifty po11r1ds into the Bash n's pal r.-1. 
'' Yot1r nobility does not object?" 

"No, I do not object,·• said the Basl1n. 
"Th£' soldiers ,viii start from the citadel in 
an hottr's t.ime. If yot1r £ riend u1 ishes to go 
\\?:th them let him be there at the time I 
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have named, and I ,vill see to it that a 
horse is there for him." 

The· consul thanked the Basha and tl1e 
t\vo men withdrew. 

And almost before they were out of aight 
one_ of the Basha's bodyguard slipped 
qu_ietly away. mounted his l1orse, arid 
galloped off to,vards Kelelin, with th~ 
obj_ect oJ \varning the truculent Kaid of tho 
t.roublo ,vl1ich was bre,v.ing. 

CHAPTER 9. 
The Magician et Merocco! 

I SAAC BENAQUE~, the Jew, ,vas a 
honest man, and having taken money 
from Nelson Lee for a certain pttr­
po~e, stuck to · his bargain. Conse­

que11tty, altl1ou~J1 ~fark Rrmer_ ~ried all his 
tricks ttpon him, he failed to get any 
information concerning t)le Silver Dwarf, 
ncithe1· could he be suro ,vhetl1er Nelson 
Lee l1ad been there or not. 

Finaily, the profe~sor Jpf1 the J£1w'~ shop 
in a furious temper and sent a cable-the 
,vire having been repaired-to Barnasco~a, 
the Je\v at Gibraltar, requesting infc,rma­
tion. But ho had to wait until the following 
mor11ing for his answer, and \\i"hen it came 
l1n understood in a flash tl1at he had been 
ot1t,vitted. 

0 ·Tl10 bird has flo,vn," said the cable. 
Obviously Barnascone could not p11t it any 
plai11er than that for fear of incrin1inating 
l1imself. -

After that Mark Rymer roamed roun(I 
Tangier seeking information mainly i.J? the 
mar lee ts and bazaars, b11t so \\,.el I l1ad 
Nc]s011 Lee covered his tracl{s that nothing 
cot1ld be learned of his mo1lements. 

Nut until Jato that day did Ma1·k 
Rymer think ,~_.hat best to do, anc1 tl1en lie 
went into tl1e sok, (Jr market place, ,vhich is 
situated just outside the ,valls of the to\\Tn 
at tho foot of tl1e hill wl1ich le~ds up to 
t]1e Britisl1 Legation. 

~-lark Rv1ner made his way to a small, 
lo,v tent niade of striped canvas. It ,vag ali 
i11 dnrl~ness and \Vas apparently deserted; 
but tho momer1t 110 raise<l the doorflap t}1e 
$}1uffling of slipered feet \\'as heard, followed 
lly the short, sharp quc1·y : 

11 \\1ho comes ?'' · 
.. A friend,'' said tho profcsso1', striving 

in ,:ain to pierce tl1e darkness. "Ono ,vho 
wisl1es t-o test tl1y po"'ers nnd ,vii I re\vard 
tl1~e ";el t .'• 

There \Vas tl1e sound of a flint upon steel. 
A lamp bt1rst into flame and re,,.ea1ed · the 
seated figure of a ve11erable Mt1or, clad 
in a bl11e· jelah. and \\'ith a beard that 
reached to his ,vaist. 

Hanging all ro11n,J the te.nt ,vere the clrieJ 
skins of snakes at1d curio11s lizards. and here 
and there a grinning human . skull. 

'' Art thou Moliammed el Sttsi, the 
magician!" asked Rymer, 

The old man inclined hia head. 
.. And thou ?1

• he aeked. 
"l.Iy name is of no importance:' said the 

11rof ess~r with a abrug of his rounded 
shouide1"5. .. I have heard of thy marvelloua­
powers of divination and would put them 
to t.l1e teat." 

He slipped some money -into the magician's 
l1and. , , 

61 I· have come from England in search 
of a silver image, fashioned in the for1n 
of a dwarf;" said Rymer. "It was . b1·ougl1t 
to Tangier by Isaac Benzaquen. I followed 
!1im l1ither yesterday, but learned that ho 
w:ia away from home. He returned last 
11igJ1t, and I went to see him, but he would 
not gi~e· me any info~ation. It may be 
tl1at t11e sil~·er image is in his possession, 
or it may be that he has sold it. Ho will 
11ot speak; lie will tell me nothing. So I 
l1ave come to tl1ee. They say in the city 
that naught is hidden from thy magic. 
(~~anst thou tell me \Vbat has become of the 
i1nag~ ,vl1ereof I have spoken?'' 

Tl10 old man tl1rust the money into his 
le3ther ,vallet and hobbled across the tent. 
He ope11ed an ivory box and drew out a 
cryri.al phial, which was three parts filled 
wit-h pcrft11ned ink. Then he seated himself 
a~ain, with the professor sitting opposite 
l11m. 

"Give me thine hand,., he said. 
The professor l1eld out his hand and the 

'' magician ,, poured a few drops of tl1e ink 
i11to 11 is palm. 

For a second or t,vo he stared at it in 
silence. Then mt1ttering strange wo1 .. ds to 
l1i1nse]f l1e thrttst l1is hand into his wallet 
at1d dre,v 11ut a tiny silver box, opened it, 
and spri11kled a grain or two of ye)Jo,v 
110,vder into the ink. 

I11stantly t11e ink began to effervesce, as 
though it \Vere l10iling, t.hen it settled dow11 
into a glistening, jct-black bead. 

,. I sec," chanted the n1agioian, stnring 
into tl1e ink and rocking himself to and 
fro " 1 see -the hot1se of tht1 dread l{a1d 
of Kele] i11. I see an 1..1pper room, and I see 
cl lighted lamp. 'fhere are women in the 
room. Ono of tl1e1n has the image in her 
l1and. It is an image of a dwarf and is 

l t • •1 n \Yro11g l Ill SI ver. _ 
He ,vaved l1is hand, and, to l\fark R:ymer's 

11nbo11r1ded amazement, the ink burst into 
flamP ,vitl1 a sharp report and vanished i11 a 
p11fF of scenteti smoke. 

'' l\larvello11s ! Stupendous!" m11rmured the 
pi·ofessor, gazing at his empty palm. ''They 
do ,vell to style thee the Prince of Magiciane. 
So the si]ver image is 110w in the possession of 
tl1e Kaid of Kelelin." 

"l have said what I have said,'' replied 
tl1e old man. 

.. Dost thou know the Kaid! .. contini1ed the 
professor. '' Wi11 he sell me the silver image 
if T go to him a11d off Pr him mttch money?'' 

The oJd rna11 ehool< his head. 
·."He ,vot1Jd not se)J it to thee if thot1 wert 

to off er hitn t.he ,veight of his horse in gold.'' 
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'' Why not?" . . 
''Because thou a1·t n Nazarene. The Kaid 

of l{elelin is the s,vorn foe of the Nazarenes, 
and ,vould deem· it n pollution to accept thy 
mo1~ey. Th<?re is but o~e [!iUn o~, all the 
Nazarenes "·1th ,vhom he 1s friendly. 

'' A11d who is that?'' asked the professor 
eagerly. 

. '' A fair-haired man from Sweden," replied 
the magician. "His name is Dr. Olsen. He 
is a mighty traveller, and a ,,·ondrous 
1nedicine•1nan. He cured the \\·if e of the Kaid 
\rhen the ,voman \V38 sick unto deatl1, and in 
1·ett1rn for this the Kaid hath allo\\·ed him "to 
pitcl1 his tents in tl1e garden of his house. 
\\'ith him alone, of all the Naza1·ene race, hatl1 
the Kaid of I{elelin had frie11dly dealings.,, 

'' Perchance, if I ,vere to go t.o this Doctor 
Olsen," said llark Rrmer, '' he would be able 
to persttade the Kaid to sell me the silver 
ir11age. \Vha.t thinkest thou?" 

.t\~in the old man shook l1is head. 
"I can sho,v thee a better way,'' he said. 

He held ottt his hand. The · professor took 
the hint and pressed more money into his 
grcas~l palm. '' The Kaid of Kelelin l1ath a 
l>1·other named Acl1med," went on tl10 
111agicinn. '' Achmed is a servant at the 
French Legation in this city. He hnth great 
inflt1ence ,vitl1 the Kaid, \\·ho hatl1 never 
cleniecl l1im at1ght that he hatl1 asked of him. 
If tl1ou \\"ere to go to Achmed to-night, arid 
,rere to pai him well, I doubt not tl1at he 
,vot1ld go \\"1th thee to Kelclin to-morrol\y, and 
,vot1ld coax the Kaid into selling thee the 
image ,vhereof thou hast spoken.'' 

~,Excellent!'' said the professor. '' Thou 
art as ,vise in the ,,,ays of the ,vorld as thott 
art learned in the mysteries of magic. I ,vill 
see tl1is Achmed to-nigl1t, and, if my plan 
succeeds, I ,viii see thee again on my return 
f1·om Kelelin, and ",.ill further re,,Tard thee 
f c>r thy l1elp." 

P ROFESSOR Ril1ER loft the magician's 
tent encl made his ,vay to the French 
Legation, \Vhere ho first sought an 
interview "'·ith the minister, arid after .. 

,Yards ,,,.ith Achmed. The latter proved only 
too ,villi11g to fall in ,vith tl1c professor's 
plans, and just before sunrise next morning 
the t\,·o set ot1t for Kelelin, 

Tl1e professor ,vould have liked a car as 
Nelson Lee had done, but he ,vas not over 
flt1sh ,vith money, and had to gt.tard his re .. 
sources. Besides, there \\Tere not many cars 
in Tangiers t.a be hired, and it ,vas qtticker 
to l1ire l1orses and leave the cits1 before day­
ligl1t. 

The professor '"·as in a hurry, nnd did not 
spare l1is horses. Travelling ,,,ithout rest, 
tl1cy sighted Kelelin sl1ortly before noon. 

They halted for a ,vhile at a lonely-looking 
suintl1ouse-one of tl1ose small, square build­
i11gs ,vith n domed roof ,vl1icl1 the Mooffl 
erect over the st1}lposed burying-places of 
departed saints. 

'' \Vo are no,v about fo11r miles from 
I~elelin," said Achmed. ''In another three­
qt1arter:.; of· an hour--•~ 

Suddenly lie patl~e(l_. £01· _ at tl1at momer,t 
his eyes fell on the scared faee of a Moor, 
,,.,.ho ,vas peering thro11gl1 the door\\·a:v of the 
sainthouse. ~ 

'" ?tly brotl1er--tl1c I(aicl ! " 110 gaspC'd. llo 
sprang from his horse and ra11 to,v,1rtls tht· 
sainthouse. "Greetings, my brotl1er !" he 
said, taking tho Kaid's l1ead between l1i.i 
hands a11d kissi11g hin1 011 th~ forel1eact . 
'' \Vhat art thou doing l1ere ?" 

0 Hiding!'' said tl1e Kaid curtly. '' But who 
is thy con1 panio11 ? " 

'' An Englisl1n1a11 fro111 Tar1gier,'' enicl 
Achmed.. "lfe hath l1enrd that thou hast a 
silver image '' 

,r Curse the silver in1age !" cried t!1e Kai(l. 
interruptinl{ him. "It is that ,vhich has 
dri,·c11 n1e 111to l1icling. A N' azare11e came t~·• 
my house yesterday a11d demanded that I 
shottld sell 11i1n tho acct1rsed thi11g. I re­
fused, n11d \\·ot1ld l1a,~e killed him, ltttt lit 
escaped and fled to Tett1an. He l1atl1 give1, 
money to tho Basha, nncl tl1e Basha hat'ii 
sent ot1t the soldiers agai11st n1e. i\llnh bo 
praised, I ha,~e a f1"ie11d in Tct11an ,vl10 
\varned me of the Nazare11e's plitns, ancl I flt~d 
ere tt1e soldiers arrived." 

'' And ,vhnt- hast thou do11e ,vitl1 tl1e sil\'er 
image?'' asked Ach1ned. 

'' I have given a,va:y the nccurserJ tl1ing ~" 
replied the Kaid. 

'' To ,vho1n hast thou given it ?-
The professor strai11ed l1i.3 ears to cntci> 

the Knid's reply, bt1t before the latter C<)u!cj 
speak tl1e clatter of hoofs ,vas heard, nnd th(• 
next instant a troop of solc1ic~rs gallope<i 1·ou1ld 
the turn of the road, ,vith Nelsor1 Lee at tl1cii­
head. 

"Quiclc t Ta lee my l1orse ,tnd ride for tl11 
life !" cried A ch med. 

Tl1e Kaid shook his hend. 
''It is one thing to hide-it is another to 

flee!" he said ,vith some amount of clignit~·­
" It is not meet, m_y brother, tLat the Kaia 
of Kelelin shot1ld sl1ame l1imself by rur1ning 
a '\\"ay." 

CHAPTER 10. 
The Flight That Failed! 

By t.hat time the soldiers hacl ~een them, 
and ,vero tl1underi11g do,vn the road 

at wl1irl,vind speed. Mark RJ1mer 
ground his teetl1 in i1npotent rage and 

laid his hand 011 Achmed's arm. , 
'' Ask thy brother to ,vl1om he hath givor1 

the silver image," he said. ., Maj,,.be I may 
·t It secure 1 even 110,v. 

''To whom didst tl1ou give the sil\·cr 
image?'' said Achmed, turni11g to his brother. 

'' To Doctor Olsen,'' said ·tl1e Kaid s11llcnly. 
"Doctor Olsen!" exclaimed tl1e · prof easor. 

''The S,Yedish explo1·er ,vho l1as pitchecl his 
cam-p in your Excellency's garden?" 

'' The same,,0 replied the Kaid. 
Without another ,vord tl1e professor leaped 

on to his horse and ·galloped off in tl1e direc­
tiop of Kelelin. Nelson I~ee, ,vho was the11 
,vithin t"'enty yards, ea,v the action, and 
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instantly gt1essi11g its 111car,i11g, broke a,vuy 
(ro111 ilie soldit!rs and cl1arged in pu111uit. 

u~sJJerately Rymer urged or1 his horse, but 
Nt,lsor1 Lee, mourited 011 a faster animal, 
ruJJidly decreased th~ dista11ce _lJet,v~e11 them. 
So,>ra h~ ,vus gaJlop111g aloi1gs1de 111s e11em}'·. 
The pi-ofessor drugged a revolver from his 
p0<:ket, .a1,d pointt!d at ut tile detective. Be­
tort, lie could puJJ the trigger, Nelson Lee 
had launched h1u1s-e lt from l1is l-1orsc, la11ding 
ou ity111er· s baek anti Jlt1I ling l1im from his 
l1un;e. 'fogether they landed or1 the grou11d, 
rtlJlir1g t'or a distance clutcl1cd in eacl1 other's 
ai-n1s. 

A sho1·t strt1ggfo er1sttcll, a11d tl1en the 
detective suc·ceeded ir1 sr1i-111ging to his feet. 
Uy that time sorne of tl1e soldiers had galloped 
UfJ, u11d, · dismou11ting, they flu11g thernbelves 
t11x111 tl1~ proJ essor and held l1i1n helpless. 
Ryrner, his fncc livid ,vitl1 ruge, glared at 
thP <Jetective i11 baffled f itrl~-

.. Uu11't l1urm him," 6<1id Nelson Lee to the 
S(iid1e rs. •• ~earcl1 hitn for ar1y ,veapo11s and 
tilke tt1~1r1 a\vay. No,v, R.J'n1er, have yot1 
louud the SiJ\'er U,,,arf ?'' 

8uJJe11ly the professor ull<1wed l1in1self to 
be ~~arc~hed. He did not u11swer the detec­
tive's question; but tl1ero ,\·us 110 need. Tho 
i-c~,, .J. , ,1t· -,,,ci1ers hat! st1rrour1ded the sa111t­
l1<.>t1sa, arid hud pJied tl10 l(aid ,vith eager 
~Juf:!ol 1011::,. N(1w 0110 of then1 came r11nr1ing 
uµ tu Nelsor1 Lee. 

u 1'he Kaid hath confessacl,~' l1e said. '' Ile 
hath g1 ve11 the silver il11age to the S,Yedis11 
r11ed,ciue n1an.'' · 

.. 1'ue ~\Vt'dish 01C(licinc 111an? ,vho's 
t fJJ.l ; n asked Nelson Leo. 

· ,.-ll1s 11ame is Doctor Olsen,'' said the 
sold1~1·. "lie came to Keleli11 man}· n1oons 
ago, a11d ht! cu(ed the Kaid's ,vife ,vhen tho 
m..ag1cia11~ :said stiti mt1~t die. In gratitude 
l••r i l11s the Kuid pe1'n1itted him to pitch his 
tti11ts i~ the garde11 of l1is l1ouse. If your 
l~xeelle11cy will n1t1unt and 1·ide bacli. wiU1 
111c. l \\'ill takt\ you to the cnmp forth,vit.h. ,~ · 

The d~tective tumed to the soldiers who 
\Vere gtta1·<J111g Mark Rymer. 

•_• I.Jet 111111 go.'' he said. '' \Ve 1'1'ill 110,v 

rctur11 to Keleli11, to the ca1np of the S,vcdisl1 
1n•~dic111P n1an. 11 

. 

..... ~11d tl1e Kaid-?" a-sked ' 0110 of tl1e 
solcliers. " l)oes yottr Excelle11cy ,vish that 
\.\'I, :-1h,>t1lrl brir1g him before tl10 Basha?" 

"Not at aJl !J' uns,vercd tl1e detective 
1J1~0,11r1tly~- _~_- t hcive no f11rtl1er quar1·el ,vitb 
him r101v My 011l_y wisl1 i5 to see Dr. Olsen 
~t :-- qi i 1ckly a~ possible." 

As he uttered these \Vorcls I1e spra11g 1nto 
r ht~ s~!ridte agui11, · and a mome11t Jatcr he 
a11cf the soldiers ,vere ca11tering bncl{ to,,,ards 
Ke)elir1, leaving Mark RymPr and the Kaid 
ii, ~d 1\<·h1ned to f ollo,-,,·· on foot:. ·· 

It \\'as halt-pust one \\"hen tl1ey reached 
t.he ex1jforer's tents, situated ori tl1e shady side 
), a i,i,·turesque Moorish garden. · 

4,• 1 ,v1sl1 to see yotir master,JJ- said Nelson 
l. .. ec·. ~1<1cti-eS6i11s a t~ll yotlilg ~Joor, wboip 
011p oi 1 h{.\ soldiers po111ted ot1t as Dr. Olser1 s 
tl ,·a g· rn,111 · · · · 

"i\Iy master IS riot here," replied the ~-!001'. 
,~ Ile· left for Tetuan a COl1ple of ho11rs ngo,"" 

- . - . . 

The detecti,·e f ro,vne£l his annoyance. 
" \Vhen do )·Ott expect .l1im ~ack 7'' he asked. 
'' Maybe 1n a ,veek, maybe 10 tu~a \\~eeks. I 

do not kno,v .. " said the Moor. 
The detective uttered an exclamation of 

dismay. 
'' 'l .. \\"O ,veeks ?'' he said. '' B11t Tetua11 1s 

only six 1niles from- here. Do you mea11 tl1at 
:yot1r n1astcr is going to stay i11 Tet11an for 
t,vo weeks, or tl1at he has metel:, goue to 
Tetuan or1 his way to sorne otl1er place 7,, 

•• I cannot say." replied the Moor. "I nave 
told yott ~ all I kno,v. My master left for 
Tetttan t,,,o hours· ago, and lie said to us 
that he ,~lus riot sure 1,vhe11 he ,, .. ould rett1rn. 111 

' ' Did he take a11y baggage \\"ith him?'. 
'' Nothing save a k11apsack." 
''.But the I{aid gave him a silver image this 

morning.'' 
•• I k11ow it. I ,vas ,vi th l1im w he11 the 

Kaid presented it.'' 
'' Has your 1naster taken tlie silver image 

,vith him, or has he ]eft it behind?" 
'' He has taken it ,vith him. I saw him 

Illace it in tJ1e l~napaaok." · 
An expression of disappointment s,vept over 

t.he detective's face. 
'~ Am I never to fi11d it ?'J he mi1ttered to 

hi111self almost despairingly. He turned to 
the soldiers. '' \Ve will retu1~ to Tct11an ... 
he said bitterly. " There is nothing to be 
gained by re1nai11ing here.,. 

They mot1nt.ed and rode to Tetuan, ,vhere 
the detective paid the soldiers ha11dson1cty for 
their services. The11 he set to \\'Ork to hunt 
for Dr. Olsen. 

T HE detective wasted much timo ii1quir­
ing at iJ10 various h<>tels, bttt faired 
to find a trace of the Swedish explorer. 
Then lie met the British consul, to 

,vl1om he put his qt1estion. 
, .. Ha,·e yoti seen ()isen, the Swedish "x­

p_lorer? Ho loft Keleli11 this mor11i-.g for 
Tetuan--'' 

'' Then ltc is going somewhere -beyond 
Tetu.an.,'' i11terrupted the Consul. '' I know 
Olsen. 'ff e hates towns &Dd rrofers desert 
life to all other forms of existence. He 
l{eeps a light aerQpla11e at tl1e aerodrome, 
ancl when--'' .... · · 

'' .!\11 aeroplane.! Thon that explains hi• 
{lisappeara11ce, '' cried Nelson Lee. '' \Vhich 
is the quickest way to the aerodrome?'' 

'' It's just Olltside the en!=t gate,,, said tho·' 
Const1l. ' 

The detective thanlked him ·hastily and 
rusl1r J off to the aerodrome. As was to be 
expected, t}10 aerodrome was a haphazard 
affair-jt1st a level stretch of grotind for 
lariding and taki1.f.C off, , t a couple of 
hanga.1·s. 

A Fre11ch mechanic was i11 attendance, and 
Nelson .Lee })romptly questioned hin1 closely. 

''Ye~ m'sieur,'' he said. ''Dr. Olsen ·teft' 
l1ero about noon in· hi,e private 'plane. · He 
to!d 11fe · ho ·. \\?a~ · going to ~1arseilles in 
order to see· a· relative who. was boarding th9 
Indian · mail. boat -t'bere. ,., 

'' Can I hire a 'plan·e ?2
• ·asked Nelson Lee.·-
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'' Tl1crc is 0111.r one 'plano l1crc, '' said tl10 
n1ecl1anic. '' .. L\.nd tl1at is bjT no means a.n 
110-to-date machine.'' 
·'' It ,v ill l1n ve to do,'' said the detecti vc. 

'' I l1a,~e a pilot's certificate. I ,vill lea,ro 
a banker's draft as securit.y. '' 

Tl1e <let.ails ,,ere soon arranged and ,vithin 
l1alf an hotir N clson Lee ,vas piloting the 
<1ncie11t machine ol·cr tl1c bltte ,vatcrs of the 
l\ 1 e cl i terr an can. 

He got ,vhnt speed ,vas possible out of 
1:he a11cicnt 'plane, and t,he groaning, com­
plaining engines ga,re of their -best, but it ,,·as 
gro,v·i11g dttsk ,v hen he sighted tl1e l•~rench 
coast, and tl1e P. & 0. boat was just steaming 
Oltt of the harbour past iionte Crista's island. 

From Tet.t1an to ~farseillcs, in a straight 
li1!c, is a clist.anco of, rot1ghly, six ht1ndred 
1111Ies, a11d N clson Lee's old '1Jlane had per­
for111cd ,vondcrs in co,·ering the distance, 
""ith a f ollo,Yir1g ,vind, in sc,,.en hours and 
:1 l1alf. 

But t:.c mail bont hacl left. Still, there 
,,·as just the cl1anco tl1a.t Dr. Olsen had not 
~·ct retttrned to Tctuan. Nelson Lee came 
<.lo,\·11 on tl1c .neroclrome just outside tho towr1 
ancl g.la11cecl about -him, l1oping to see a light 
aeroplane tl1at might ans,vcr tl10 clcscription 
of Olse11' s mnclti11c. Bttt 110 ,,,.as dis­
appointed. 

Ho qt1e~tio11ccl a mechanic, ,vl10 sl1ruggcd 
lii . ., sho\1lders cxpressi ve Iv. 

'' l\i'siett is unfortunate." rr. O!r:c-n left l1alf 
an l1our ago for 'fett1an. Look!'' 

Nelson f..,co ga.zcd in tho direction indicated 
l,~, tho mccha11ic's pointing fi11ger, and out of 
:i ba11k of clouds, to the south-,vest, he sa\\"' 
,i tin_y ~peck emerge a-nd speed on its "·ay 
u11til it ,,·as lost to sight in the haze. 

The dctecti,·e had been so i11tcnt on tho 
co11trols of his o,,yn 'plane, and tho sight · of 
tho departing · mail boat, t.hat he l1ad failed 
ei tl1c:r to hear or sec that otl1cr tin~ 'pla.ne 
lea,·i11g Thfarseillcs. There ""as nothing else 
for it bt1t to return to Tett1an. 

Bt1t first !10 scribbled a message, and, pay• 
i11g tho mec11anic ,vell for his ser,~ices, he 
sent a cable to the Brit.isl1 Consul at Tetuan, 
:tsking. l1im to meet Dr. , Olsen a't the aero­
dro1nc and rec1uest tl1e S\vedo to wait in 
rrctua11 t1ntil Nelson Lee COttld arri,,.c. 

'l'l1at done, the detecti,,e replenished his 
pet.rol tan-ks and set· off in the gathering 
sl1ades of nigh-t, flying a,s fast as his machine 
,vot1ld tatlto him, in the teeth of the bltlster-
.ing ":-i11cl, bacl, towards ':, tua11. 

-----
CHAPTER 11. 

A Race Against Time I 

Nelson Leo could not rett1rn to Tetuan as 
fas·t as he had fto,,·n to ~f arseilles, on account 
of the hcacl wind. He l1ad gone to ~1arseilles 
in sev·en hours and half, but the rettlr11 
journcj· took him nearly nine hours. 

But Dr. Olsen's light 'plane ,vas remark­
ably speecly and efficient, arid he co,,.cred 
tho distance in se\·en hottrs, even against t.hc 
,\~ind. 

By that time l\:lartk R)'mer l1ad been ab!o 
to n1al<:e inquiries, c,,.en if he did not fi11d out 
quite .as much as Nelson Lee l1ad do1,e, 110 

certainly lea.r11t that Dr. Olsen l1ad flo\\·n 
to Ivlarseilles a11d had taken the Silv·er D,varf 
,vith hi1n. 

The professor soon fot1nd Oll t tl1at thcrC' 
was no other aeroplane· to be procured ir1 
Tetuan,. Nelson Leo ha\~i11g taker1 the only 
one ava.ilable, nor ,,?as tl1ero a boat leaving 
for Marseilles tl1a t 11ig l1t. 

i\fark Rymer ,vai ted tln til t~1c f ollo,viug­
morning, and t.l1en, just after da,v11, ho sl't 
out to find some ,,,a.y of getti11g to ~iar-scilles 
as quickly as possible. He ,vas 011 his ,vaJ" 
to tho ,vatcrfront \\·hen he hc.nrd tho t"oar 
of an aeroplane, and, glanci11g 11p, ~a.\v Dr. 
Olsen's light 'plar1e circling o,·cr tl1e aero-­
dromo. 

The professor imn1cdiatcly l1astcned to t}-,e 
spot and confronted the S~·cclish explorer ~~ 
he landed. They ta liked together for son1e 
time, and then, tl1c prof cssor ha.ving arrange,! 
matters, Dr. Olsen calmly ,,-a.Jkcd ir1to the 
to\\l'n to take breakfast at the be-st hotel i:1 
the place_ 

As a matter of fact, 1\-f artk R)·rner l!acl 
a.ctually bou_ght tho light aeroplaije from Dr. 
Olsen, and flew off in it nfter an hot1r's pre­
paration, heading east\,·ard. 

\Vhen the Consul did receivo Nelson Lce·s 
cable, ho J1astened out to go to tl1e aero­
dron1e, but came face to face ,vitl1· tl10 ex­
plorer in the street. After brief cx11lann• 
tions, Qlsen agreed to postpo11e his departure 
for Kelelin. 

It was nearly eight o'clock that morning 
before Nelson., Lee arri,,.ed, \\"eary and 
hungry, but the sight of Dr. Olsen a,,1'aitincr 
him cheered l1im, altl1ough a seco11d late~ 
Olsen's words plunged him onco more into 
the depths of despair. . 

'' I have bad ne\\·s for ~."Ott, lfr. Lee, I 
nm afraid,'' he M-id, as N efson Leo attacked 
his much .. needed breakfast. '' The Const1l 
here has told me alJout ~·our chase after the 
Silver Dwarf. It seems" I ha,~e been inter­
vie,ved this rnorni11g by the ,-cry man J·o11 
did not wish me to meet.'' · 

''You ha~e seen Professor RJ·n1er ?'' 
''Yes.· He ,vas at tlie aerodrome "-lien I 

landed.'' 
'' And you have gi,·en l1i.m tl1c Sil rcr 

D"·arf ?'' 
ONEY, to some men, is an e,·il, and '' No. I didn't Ii.ave it to gi,~c to an)~onc. 

Nelson Lee,s payments to the French But I told him ,,,.l1carc it ,vas. ,, 
mecli.n.nic proved hi-s undoing, for '' Where is it?', 
the. man promptly "'ent to a c.a.fe ''Well, on its ''"ay to Colon1bo. But I laa-J 

and spent 1t before he trot1bled to send the · better start at tho bc(l'inning. In tl1e first 
ea·ble, l\'i_th ,the result th~t he delayed ·it by p½,ce, my only si-stcr i; married to _an -En~• 
at· least t"~o hours. ---- gl1sl1man, namccl Har,,.c~T lio,, .. ar<l, ,\·ho 1s 
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tho 'manager of an extensi\·o tea-planation at 
( ·iapa11e. Ceylon. For some time she I.as 
,)<~en living in England~ but on the eleventh 
-.f !a~t month sho left Lo11don to join her 
;-;u5band in Ceylon. She travelled across 
!A-; anc(~ anrt \Vas due to join the P. & 0. 
· nt11\ Bc11gali, at l\'Jar~eilles, yesterday. 

-~ As l ha l riot seen 111y -sister for some 
1 tno l thought this \Yas too good a chance to 

:it,!--~. atH.1 arrangell to fly across t~ l\far-
-11i ?les and see her 011 the boat-\vh1ch, as 
. (,n kno\v. I did. 811t before I left Kelelin, 
· ,,, · KaicJ camP rt1nr1ing into my tent and 
. h rust a silver stattiettc into my hand. He 

i J .d 111,• h(\ had purchasccl it f ~n1 Be11zaqt1en, 
: . 1~angier J e\v, but l1acl aftcr,\,.ar(ls re­

: ~cured~ becau~P it is not la \Y[ul for & true 
·: ·•t, J !ever to possess an image t ' r :1y kind 
.•. hat~oevPr. I-IP bcggccl me~ tlierefore. to 
tc·ePpt it as a present, a.ncl I n1ade up m:v 
--nrJJrl on tl1e spot that I ,vol1ld ta>k--- it ,vith 
!nP to :\1larseiJ1Ps and give, it to my sister 
,~ a. Iittle ~ouvcnir of i.\Jorocco. 

'•You c.a11 gues:, the re~t of my st-0ry. I 
-a\\" niv sister. I m11st l1~tve left tho aero-

-

. 

'-.t( 
( I romc · at ) 1larseilles llalf an hour heforo 

\'OU arrived. Here, at 1"ctuan, Mark Ryme1· 
~alkcd \vith me, a11d made out that 110 was 
:,.nxiou5 to secure certai11 clocuments in the 
Silver Dwarf. He had t,Yo courses open to 
hirn. On<> \Vas to flv east,v.ards to Port Sa.id 
a rid ca.tch the Bengali t!1ere; but in my ligl1t 
:iproplan(\ such a flight by an amateur in-

\~~ .· ,~ ______ ----~ ... ~ 
~. ~-- ---

.~xperiPnced in aviation · ,,,,ou)d be da.ngerot1s. 
11ut an Italian boat leaves Brindifli for tho 
F\1.r East. ra lling at Co1on1 bo a day or t,vo 
after the Bengali. 

'' This linPr leaves Brindisi to-morrow 
ruornir1g, and by landing for petrol at Tunis 
tho pro-f essor has o. sporting chance of catch­
ing her. but as he cottld not gt1arantec to 
rc•tn rn ,n ~· 'plane, l1e actttally purcl1ased l1er 
from n1c. '' 

'' I 1nttst fly to Brinclisi, tl1en. '' declared 
~ e 15on Lee. 

Locked In eaell o&ber's arms. Nelson Lee 
and Professor Rymer a&r1111led desperaielJ 
as lllelr honea 1&1Ioped alongside eaa.h 

other a& lull speed. 

"That old 'piano would never get thel'C',,. ~larseilles, where he bad ample time to cable 
-.a.irt the Consul. t C l b f · · · th f st ·1 b t '' 1 shall have to cli.anco tlia.t. I can11ot O ey on e ore Joining 8 a mai oa. 
rPn1ai11 hl'TO while the professor secures the th.at lay in tho harbour. 
~ilv~r D,varf. I must-,vait a minute I Is 
t hf'T(\ a. ~hipping guide in tl1is pla.ce ?'> 

., At my office .. " said the Consul. 
Tl1cy rushed round there and soon di~• 

(•n\·erC'cl that a fast mail boat wa-s due to 
!r-a 'J(\ ~·t ars-.eilles the following morning. It 
\,,as dt1e to go ~traight to Bombay, a-nd 
hPi ng a 1.r,v liner ,vo11ld take vel'J tittle 
~; n1 P on t.l!e j 01trney. • 

F'rotn Bomllav ~e1son I ... f;C could ma1kP h1s 
1:;a v to Cej,,]on," either by a. fast car or aeJO­
r•lanr-~ a~ circumsta11cc·s permitted. It was 
n~l'0<-cl that. a.t tl1at tin1c of the year, anyone 
i 11()xpr,rif'nced in aviation \vould be running 
tart i 1P-~e~sary risks in atten1pting a flight to 
~outh~rn India. 111 any ~asc, ,vith anvthing 
H~c, lucl<. the detecti,-e 011gl1t to arr1,,.e at 
C!olon1l10 c!o~e on the l1eels of ~lark Rymer. 

• \ccordingly, accon1panieu by Dr.. O.Jsen, 
,vho 1.111dr.rtook to fly the n1achine bacik to 
'l\~t ua n, the detecti vc flc·,v onco more t-o 

CHAPTER 1Z. 
The Professor Draws a Blank I 

E 1\RL Y on the morning of February 
t,venty-fifth, the I ta!,ia.r.i boat .arrived 

· at Colombo, the pr1nc1pa) seaport of 
Ceylon. The liner dropped her anchor 

• i11 tho bay, son1e distance from the pier~ a11d 
tl1e servicPs of a small tender were requisi­
tioned for the purpose _ of conveying tho 
passengers and their baggage ashore. 

In accordance with the plans he had pre• 
viously f ormcd, the professor made his way. 
as ~on a~ his luggage had been passed- hr. 
the Customs, to the Grand Orienta] Hote, 
fan1iliarly kno,vn as the G. 0. H., which is 
j11~t oppo~ite the landinit-~ta-gP . 

16 1 want to leave my baggage here whilst 
I make a short tr-ip 1.1p-cot1ntry,,, he said 

I 

J 
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to the proprietor. 11 I shall stay here when 
I return. Do you happen to know a tea• 
planter by the name of Harvey Ho\vard ?" 
· .. I'm afraid I dor1't.'' 

•• He i, the manager of the 
wattee Tea Estate.'' continued 
fcssor. '' He lives. I believe. at 
Is that far £ro1n here?" 

Kar1apedi­
the pro­
Ulapane. 

i\ll these details ,vere contained in the 
brief letter of introduction given to him 
by Dr. Olsen, before the Swedish explort1r 
had discovered the truth of tho professo1''s 

• mt>t1ves. 

·· Ulapane ts about sixty-five to seventy 
miles from here," said the proprietor. 
"There are two trains a day to Ulapaila, 
hut. J am afraid yo11 have missed one, and 
the next doe11 not leave fftr another six 
hot1rs " r 

•· Is it possible to motor there, .. 
"Certainly, provided you don't mind a fe,v 

bumps and jolm. OLtr ma n roads are good, 
but Ulapane is an ottt•of-the•way place, and 

you \Yi1I ha \iO somo "·ilJ cottntry to eras~, 
,vhero the roads are i11different." 

"l\'Iy business !O Ltrgent. If you can hiro 
me a car I will set out immediately:" 

It \Vas a ramshackle car that tho professor 
proct1red~ hllt the engine ,vas in sple11did 
condition and that was the main thing. 
He drove it h1mtself, having first st11died his 
1'011to on the map. He l1ad 110 desire to 
be e11ct1n1berod with a guide. 

'"' F OR tl1c first t\VO or t.l1ree n1ilcs after 
leaving Colombo tl1e professor's 
rot1te lay throug}1 le\·el and con1-
parat1 'lelv un1nteresti11g country, bt1t 

then began to ascend and to wind its. ,vay 
in o.nd out ama.ogst lofty l1ills ancl 
n1ountai11s. 

With every succeeding mile the scenery 
became n1oro gorgeous nnd moro \'"aried. 
ForP.sts of cocoa palms alternated wi•l1 vast 
llla.nta.tio11s of cinna1non and cinchona. 

At ono time as far as the eye cot1ld 
reacJ1 t11cre ,,~onld be notl1ing to be seen 
bttt an cnclless succession of tea and coffee 
est:ites, \Vitl1 here and there a solitary 
bn11galo,v or ·:1 line of tca .. pickers' l1uts. 
11hei-1 a Rttddcn bend of the road \Vould 
cl1a,11gc all this, as if at the toucl1 of a 
\vizard's hand, and wot1ld reveal to tl10 
astonished traveller a rolling panorama 'lf 
r11ggecl mnl&ntain peaks, interspersed \Vith 
s,vift.lj"-rl1shir1g ri, .. ers and foaming casc.ades. 

Ila ".-ir1g left tl1c n1air1 road and ,~entured 
01· · n indiff, ·rent f'(} d \\~r1ich IPcl t,1,,:-,,_ ,.,Js 
Ulapane tl1e JJrofessoi- \,·as forced to drivo 
slo,,·ly to escape disaster in the nt1n1ero11s 
pot-l1oles. lr1 places mour1tain strean1s 
flowed across tho road, so that his progress 
was necessari1 y sluw. 

It ,vas l1alf-past six and gro,ving dusk 
,vhcn he came to the Ulapane rail,vay­
statio:1 and stoppccI to inqt1ire his \vay. 

"Do you kno\v n·11ere Mr. Harvey Ho\vard 
lives?" l1e asked of one of the officials. 

'' Yes, sir. It's about five miles from 
here anc1 not vei-y easy to get at. You'll 
\Va11t a guide.,. 

At that moment a tal] and well.propor­
tioned nati'\·o strolled into the station. Like 
most of his fellow countrymen lie was bare­
footed and bare-l1eac]ed, but in additior1 to 
tl1e c1ot11 \Vh icl1 ,vaM \,·ound round his loins 
l1e also wore a short \Vhite linen jacket, 
,vl1ich, as tl1e professor afterwards learned, 
\\

1 as the distinotiv·e ~arb of the foreman of a 
tea-nl antation . 

.. The very man!" exclaimed t.l1e rail\vay 
official. on c.atching si11l1t of the Cingaleso. 
"Here is Ra\\ a na He is one of the fore• 
men on Mr. Howard's estate. Gi,,.e l1im 
J1alf a rupee a11d he will ride ,vit!1 you and 
gu; de ;you to the l1otlse. •• 

The professor tl1a11ke<l l1in1 
down the platform to ,yhere 
standing. 

and h11rrie<l 
Ra-.vana \llU!I 

"Yot1 ~r~ one of ~Ir. Ilo\vard'3 fore-men. 
I b c I i o \:0 e, ".. 11 e said. 



11 No, sar," he said. "Yott make one big 
mistal{e. Me hab no truc-k wid lfassa 

, Ho\\'ard now. Mo serve hin1 ,,,ell for t,,·o, 
tree ~rear and ho\v he rel\,.ard mo? He call 
1no one tief, before de pickers, too, and say 
to mo dat if he find me anv more on do .. 
estate he beat me ,vid his \\rhip. I malce 
l1im smart for dat one time. You t.ell him 
so from me ! ,, 

Tho professor grasped the sit,ttation at 
once. Ra\\'ana had evidently been dis­
charged for tl1eft and was tl1irsti11g for re­
,-enge. Such a man might pro,·o very use­
f a] to ~lark Rymer. 

Tl1e profeoso1· kne,v that Nelson Lee 
lrould stick to tho trail and migl1t not be 
so very far bel1ind. He might e, .. cn l1a,·e 
cal1led t<, tl1e IIo,vards at Ulapano, so tl1at 
tl1ere migl1t be trouble coming. It ,,·as as 
,vell to pe prepared fo1 the \\·orst., and sttcl1 
an ally as Ra\\•·ana might mean st1cce;5e. 
Ra"·ana would 11ot stick nt triflos. 

Rymer tl1rust a couple of rupees into 
Ra,,,.nna's hand. 

'' I \l"ant to go to 1\-lr. Ho\\'ard's ho11sc," 
l1e snid. '' He is no friend of mine. Possibly 
lie is my enemy His wife l1ns a sil,·er 
image "rl1 icl1 I ,,·ish to possess. I nm going 
to ask l1er to gi\·e it up to tnc. If she re­
fuses I shall l1ave need of l1elp to talte t-he 
t·l1ing by force. I have muah mone:,', nncl 
thoso ,,?110 help me \\·ill be well rc\varded. 
'\~ ou understand?" 

Ra.,va11a nodded his black l1ead and barecl 
l1is _gleamin~ t-eeth in an evil smile. 

"Tl1c:1 sl10,v me the ,vay, '' said the pro-
fessor.' '' \Ve \Yill motor tl1ere at once!,, 

T HEY left U1e station nnd drove up 
the steep and rugged road \vhich 
led. to the village, a .straggling 
collect1on of "~I1ite,vas!1ed l1uts, 

tl,atcl1cd · with st~a,v. After passing 
t!1rougl1 the village they emerged into moro 
or less oper1 country, n broad and rapid 
river being on their left and interminable 
line of tea-plantat.ions on their right. 

T'1.·o miles from tho station they crossed 
tho ri~rcr by a ramshackle s,ving bridge, 
nnd then the road became little better tl1an 
a cart track, pitted as it was by the ",.heels 
of carts. A quarter of a milo · f artl1er on 
nawana called a hal~. 

''Me go no farder no\\1
,'' he said. "l\fe 

r;tay hero ,vid car. lfassa Ho\\'ard find mo 
l1ere and l1e will beat me wid his \\1'hip. 
You go by de picker's buts dere and )rou 
s~e ono little hill, and on de top of de l1ill 
~-ou see de bungato,v." 

"Rigl1t, '' said the professor. •• I don't 
expect I sl1all keep you ,-.·aiting long.'' 

It y,•as easy enough to find the bung'ato"· 
since all roads. paths and trails led that 
,vay. Once · clear of the huta tho professor 
sau~ before him a steepisb hill, on the 
Sttmmit of \Yhich, 5ttrrounded by an exten­
sive ga1·den, v.·as a long, low, white,vashed 
b11ngalow ,vith a "·ooden veranda in front. 

! It ,vas eight o'clock u-hen ~fark Rymer 
\,. 

arri\,.ed at tho loot of the vcrand(1 steps. 
At the top of tho steps ",.as an open door 
leading into a spacious entrance-hall, \vhich 
,,·as f urnisl1ed as a sitt,111g-room and 1 ighted 
by a couple of paraffin lamps. Both Mr. 
Ho,vnrd and l1is ,vife were sitting in this 
hall, tho latter engaged in se\\'ing, the 
former reading a newspape~. Upon hearing 
footsteps on the , .. eranda !\Ir. Howard )aid 
do\,·n l1is paper and advanced to tho door. 

'' Good-ev·ening," said the profes~or, rai~• 
ing his l1at.. "l\lr. Har,·ey Ho\\'ar(!, I 

" pres11n1e . 
.. That is my name,'' said the ~·011r,g 

plnnter, regarding him ,-.·itl1 a keer1 n ncl 
penetrating stare: "Am I rigl1t in supposin.~ 
that ~·ot1 are Professor !\'.lark Rymer?" 

Tl1e professor started but 1·eco,rercd l1is 
compost1re i11 an instant. 

H Ho,v did · you recognise me?" l1e askecl. 
.. I clidn't recognise you," said Mr. 

Ho,\'ard bluntly. "But \Ve had been ,vrirn~d 
that you \,·011ld probably pay tt.s a visit, 
and conseq11e11tly as I am not expecting 
an3-"one elso I g1tessed that you n1ust be tho 
person ,ve l1acl been warned against .. " 

.:\ vcnomo11s look crept over tt1e pro­
fessor's face and bis eyes contracted to tho 
1nerest slits. · 

'' ~ ... our ,varning, as yott call it, came from 
Nelson Lee, I presume?" he asked. 

"Tl1at is so," said tho planter. 
"Then ~·olt kno,v v.·hn.t l1ns bro11ght r11e 

l1ere? '' · 
" y ,.,. h 1 • • • es - .1. 011 a ,!'e como to 1na.Ke 111c1 t11r1,~s 

about n sil\~er statt1ette \-rhicl1 ,,,as J.!iv·en to 
n1J· u~ifo by l1er brother, Dr. Olsen." 

"Exactl:r," said- the professor, as 110 clre,1." 
ottt Dr~ O]scn's letter of introduction·. "I 
ha,ye a letter of introduction here.,r from Dt,. 
Olsen." 

•• I do not - ,vish to see it..'' saicl tho 
planter, ,,·a,·ing it aside. · 

'' Pardon me, it is arlclrcs.sed t.o yo11r wife .• , 
"Do you ,,,.ish to see it. my dear?" uskE:.~ 

lfr. Ho\vard, turning to his wife. 
"No, tl1ank ),.au," she replied, ,,,it_hout 

raising her head. 
A dangerous ligl1t gleamed in tl1e pro• 

fessor's eyes, ·but - he merely bo,vcd, re-­
placed tl10 let.ter in his pocket, nnd ·t11rning 
on his l1ecl glided a,vay. .. 

CHAPTER 13. 
The Professor Attacks! 

''YOU baok soon,'' exclaimed Rawana, 
"?l1en I\fark R5 .. mer rejoined l1im. 
"Mo think yo~r Burel:>? stay for 
tiffin at de bungalo,v." 

"Curse l1im ! He never even a.sk~d me 
inside the l1ouse," replied tho professor, 
,vhite "·it.h rage. "He trented me like a 
dog I'' 

''Good-good! ?tie like tt> hear··dat!" 
chuckled Rn""ona. ,. Massa Howa·rd l"our 
enemy as v.·ell as mine. You ~elp. ~e get 
rev~nge, me help you get dat· s1lvor 1maga. 
,,~at your plnns t" · 



THE NELSON LEE-LIBRARY 25-

'',\Te c·a11' t discuss ottr J:lla11s here, u11d we. 
need ~on1e sort of shelter (or the 11ight. Do 
you k11ow of a place "~h~re \\'e can go'!'' 

" De old re~t !1ouse,,, said Rawana. "Come 
'"-icJ 1ne. I sho"· you.', 

J{e:-;t house 1s ti1e Ci11galcse na roe for a ,vay-
side inn. 111 the other side of the rivet, 
ai111ost oppo~1te tho s,ving-bridge, there had -
b1:1 e1'l (?fie of these \V,Ll'sitlc in11s, but it 110.d 
1011g s111ce been :tl1ando11e<l, and no,-.· ,vas little 
n1ore tha11 a heap of rt11ns. 

'l'hey 01otored back ttiere and dre~v the 
car in uu,ler the sha<lo,,· of tht~ walls. 

'' How man:,' people al'e there ir1 tl1e bun­
galow'!,, askec) the professor wt1e11 he and 
Rawana had taker• refuge in ttie ruined rt~st 
hottse. 

·· .. F'our, '' replied the r1at1 ve. " Mas:;a 
Ho,•lard and his wife, end de two servar1ts­
n1ei1 servants. Ut :.: are 1·an11J&. l1kl, myself.·~ 

" \\till thev h~ lp us if ,ve raiJ tJ1e house ?J, 
'' No,'' sa;d Rawa11a. ,vith a ~hake of bis 

hood. '' Dey die for Mas~a lio\\·ard '' 
'' Ca_n ,ve ·bribe the tca-JJ1ckers to help us?'' 
Again na~"ana shook his head. 
'' Vl JI ' e,. . \V~ •le got to ~et help from some-

whf~re, said the profc~~or test.iJy. 't. It is 
imrossible f 01: us to tackle foL&r ~ople. 
Bt!stdes, I don t wa11t to appear i11 tt11s · busi­
~ess unle8s l'n1 ab"oluteJy .com~lled. This 
1s -what 1 \Va11t to do. I havP three revol,~ers 
hcrl~ and pleuty of cartridge~. If you c.an 
find fi VP. other men to help you, I will lend 
you the· revolvers, a11d I will give you a 
ht111dr~d rupees apit?c~. \\T it.h the help of 
your hve corlfcd1.·rat~s you must break into 
the bungalow at dead of rlight--to-night­
and se~ure ~II the inniates. When you ha.ve 
bound th_t•111. you must carry then1 ot1t of tho 
house and lock thern in th~ f;tn.bles. . 

''· I shall be hidir1g in tho garden, and as 
soo11 as .vou have imprisoned Mr. and· Mrs. 
Ho,vu.rd a11J the serva1)ts in t.he stc\bles I 
shall er1t~r th~ house a11d proc·eed t.o httnt 
for the SIiver image. ,,7 ht~n I havr. found it, 
I Ahal.I com 1 back her~ 11nd motor hack to 
Colombo. Af~er I ha,·e left vot•. yo11 can 
l09t the ho1r!ile and ht-Ip yoursef f to anything 
you may happe_ri to fa11ry. l11 tho meantime, 
however, the first thitlJ.! to be do11& is- to find 
fi,~e ~suitable mer1 ro lM·lp you.,, . _ 

.'' F..asy !'' murmured Ra,vana. · "For ·dat 
mo11ey I get five hu11dred men .• ~, 

'' Five will be sufficient. \.\' .. here can yott 
get them?'' 

'.' In Ulapar1e village. Me go dcre now and 
hr1r1~ dem back. - You wait here.,, . . 

R AW ANA accordingly took his depar­
turP~ It was midnight when he re:. 

. turnecl. bringing with him fi_ve stal­
wart.. evil-Iooki11g natives. In a few 

brief sentences the professor explained his 
plans. Then, with Rawana at their head and 
··the p~ofessor bringing up. the rea~, the littl_c 
band marched out of the rt1i11ed rest house, 
a11d turn~d their . faces towards Harvey 
Howard's hur1galow. 

T~·· night· w~- so. pitch 4ark · iliat 
nothl!}J.l ~Id -be seen of the b1111galow until 
th~y · arnved at the garden lr"to. .Af~er- pass-

ing thr!)ugh, Ra,vana bade l11s · companions 
halt whilst lie went forward to scout around 
l:le was absen_t about five mit1utes, and when 
~(• retur11cd hJ.S face \Vas radia1at \Vitii satisfac­
tion. 

'' AJJ ~eIJ,'' . he said, ad~ressil1g tl1c pro-
fessor. No. lights, r10 noise, everybody in 
bed. You give us de pistols.'' 

The profes.c,or produced the three revolvers. 
H~. lo.lded th~m a11d ha11ded 0110 to Rawar1a. 

To whon1 sl1all I give the otl1er two?" 
hP asked. 

'.' G_ive Ramasamy 011e,'' said Rawana, 
po1nt1ng to 0110 of tl1c 11ati\'es, '' and give 
Ka11gamy de other." 

1'he professor obeyed. 
The five men ·stole to,va1·ds the l1ousc, and 

halted at the foot. of the ste~s which led up 
to the ve~a11da at the front. ltawana poi11ted 
to the w1ndo·,v on tl1e left of the e11trar1co 
hall. . 

"Dat l.Iassa IIoward's bed-room '' he said 
'' Rama arid ~appoo~amy a11d ~iee'11atchy and 
Kangar11y \vtll stay here a11d watch dat \vin­
dow. Mo and_ Ramasamy \vill go round to 
de back a11d kill de servants. 1' 

,, '' Kill dem I'' said Kangarmy, in surprise. 
Oat ,vas not de plan!'' 
"_., )e Inglese too gentle,'" said Ra,,,.ana im-

p~t1e~tly. '' Safer to kill, .den 110 tales told. 
\\_ e go, and 1f dey try to escape by do 
\v1ndow yot1 stop dern. '' 

\Vithout ,vaiti11g for a reply, he becko11ed 
to Ramasamy, a11d the two of them stole 
away. Stcaithily they crept down the covered 
passage, and reached the vera11da \vhich led .. 
to the servants' bed-rooms. Ra,vana l1alted 
outside the door of one, and signed to Rama­
samy to take his stand outside the door of 
the other. 

'' Watc~ me. Do a!' I d(?,'' he ,vhispered. 
. He. 'Yhipped ·o_ut · his kn1f e · and glanced u.t 

his conf edera:te to see that he had· done the 
sa1ne. For several seconds · the two men 
crouched outside the bed-room door8 ai1d · 
then. with 011·0 and the· same movcIDt·nt, 
Rawana turned the handle ·and Hung tho door 
wide open. 

A stialwa_rt-looking native, ,vith the m1s­
to.~ary lo1nclotb around his waist, was 

·. ly iµg. 9n an. · irot1 · bedstead in the farthest 
corner of the room. Roused by the sound 
of the ope11ing door, he sat. up in bed, with 
a low, hoarse cry of alarm. 

Dark as it \Vas, Ra\vana's eyes ,vcro. keen 
enough . to take · i11 · every detail. In · t,vo 
strides he cleared the space bctw<.,~11 the door 
and tho bed. -.Like a!I par1ther , leaping 011 its 
prey, he flung himself on the. scarce­
awakened servant and buried his knife in bis 
breast .. 

Flushed with trittmph, Rawana · titrned-t(). 
,v.ards _the door~ with the object of rejoining 
his confe<:f~ra~, . ~•1~ _fpun~ ~im_ s~ding in 
\':a.passage, ~ pe~plexed f,'Xp1'.C5S1on on his 

'' O~er· room~ ~mp~,,, ·he. said. -
,. Empty I'' : .echoed ·aaw~na. ' -~ Ho\V can it ; . 

be?: )?ere _a~o .t~~o._serv_~nts. ~ro-· is one.'~ 
He. pom~~d to t~1e l1felcss figure Oil tho bed.· _ 
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26 '' i'BC Cili>EW CUP.'' A topping long school and football yarn-
Ho stole i11to tho second bed-room and S·o far tho professor had sought for tli~ 

~peedily co11vinced himself that Ramasamy Sil, .. er J)warf on tables, shelves, and brac~ets, 
l1Hd spoken tho truth. on tops of chests of dro,,vers, on mantelpiece~ 

'' Something wrong '' he muttered. and so forth. He now set out on a scc~n(l 
They crossed the c~urtyard and cautiously tour of exploration, i_n the course of which 

cxplorc<l the bed--rooms on the opposite side. he opened arid examine~ e,~ery dra,ver ancl 
'l'liev ,,·ero nil uiioccttpicd In a S\\'if t succes- ~upboard and ,,,.ardrobe 1n the hot\se, _smas~· 
sion • they entered everr 'room in the house, 1ng open those that were locked w1_th l11s 

in_cluding l\1r. Howard! bed-room, but 6~111 ha~!1tt~ontcnt with this he turned out all 
with the 1mme result. Except for themsehes l\l H , d' trunk 'd boxe" \Vith tho 
.i11d the murdered nath·c, tho houso was aiJ8~r a°'b~t~ch of ke;s a~hich h;· found in 8 

<lesert~<I. h' bl k head in writing-desk, he opened ?\Ir. Howard's 
1, -H_~1''i':~a tscr~rtclhcd :1sd l n aidea occurred p~h-ate safo and o,·erhnuled !ts contents. But 
-B\\ 1 .l_ci irieri • ien a 6 < e n his second t-0t1r o[ cxplorat1on \Vas no n1oro 
o _Jmn. He rushed. across. to the stabLs, essful thnn the first The Siker Dwarf 
,vh1ch \Vero so1ne little d1sL41,nce fron1 the succ · I t · tl 
liouse. !\1r. Ho\,,.ard ho kne,v often n"ent ,vas 110,vhcro to be found. t ,vas 110 1n 1e 

· - ' ' · l1ottsc 
motormg. A horse 18 better for tra~e~smg a As 0this bitter truth forced itself into :Mark 
tea estate than a car, but I\fr. Ho" ard also R . , · d a pa"m of rage and despair · 
Jl~Sscsscd n c:ir, and part of tho stables had co~r:irsid m1l1i~ iar;hment-like face.. For 
I.He~ turned mto a garage. several minutes he paced to and fro m ~ho · 

\\ l1cn ho entered t:l1e gu1·agc t!1e 111ystery dining-room: tl1en an idea occurred to l11m~ 
was solved to a certam extent. 1he car was and despair ga\"o place to !1ew-born _hop~. ,, 
uot there, '' Jo,,.e I k1io,v \Yl1at she s done ,,·1th 1t ! 

'' Me understand,'' he snicl, returning.- to h~ excl~itncd. '' ,,rhen she received Lee's 
RP1nasam~". '' ifassa ~.o,,Tard and 1'I1ssj· niessage, -she took tho Silver D,varf to · 
H 1war<l gono to Tpay Yts1t, antl take one of Colombo, and deposited it in the ban~. The 
dt 01 _ ser,~a11ts. \\ e better tell l11glcsc before barik, of course, ,,?ottld give her n receipt for 
li~\Y come back.'' it If I can find , the receipt, I ca11 go to 

He co1nmu1licated the nc,vs to tl1c fot1r tlie bank ,vitl1 a forged letter from itrs. 
zncn 110 l1ucl stationed in fro11t of tl1c Louse. Ho,vnrd and claim the Silver D,,·arf beforo 
'1,lien t.l1e ,vhole half-dozen \Veti(lccl their ,va~y Nelson Lee arrives.'' 
to tl1~ garden gate, and reported tl1eir dis• R,·mer hastened back to the safo and l1t1r-
co,·er1cs to i1ark Rymer. ried.lv set to ,vorl< to examine tho va.rio11s 

"'f hen tl10 sooner I set nbotlt sc-arcl1ing tl1e papers it contained. Failing to !ind anl'. ,bani~ 
l1ot1se tl1e -better,'' said t.l1c professor. '' Let receipt in tl1e safe, ho turned his attention to 
t,vo of :rot1r men mount gtt,1rd at this gato tl1e ,vriting-desk. Herc, again, he failed to 
and t,vo at the gate on tl1e ot.l1er side of find any ba11k receipt, but just as he ,vas 
the garden. You and Ran1asam~" had better tur11ing a ,vay his c1·e~ fell on t,,·o cab!egrams, 
post yoursel\"'es on the road belo,,·. As soon fastened together ,v1th a paper clip. One 
ns I ha,re found the sil\·er image-,vl1ich of the cablegrams ,\·as folded in such a ,,·a~~ 
,von't be long, I expect-I ,,·ill pav yo11 yottr that part of tl1e me.ssagc was visible, a11d 
1r1oncy, and then l'OU can loot tho .. l1ouse. If the Ia.st ,vords ,vere '' Nelson Lee.'' 
1'Ii:. nr1d Mrs. Ho,vard rctttrn bc~oro I have '' These are tlio cablegrams lie sent to ,varn 
fi111sl1cd, l'OU n1ust tako tl1em ~r1soncrs and .. them of 01,y coming,'' R~·mer muttor~d to 
keep them out of tho ,,a.l" t111t1l my scarcl1 himself ns he drc,,,. them out of the pigeon-
is ended.,, . . . liole. '' I n1a:r as '"'e~l see ,vhat he has told 

.Rau,ana. d1~pos~d of tl1c mt:n 1n accordn11co tllcm.'' . 
with these cltrect1ons, an1 a moment or t\\:o Ho ripped them from the clip, unfolded tl1e 
later ~1ark R,ymer stood 1n Hnr\"e:v llo,v:.tr4 s topmost slip of- paper, and found thnt it ,vas 
bttngalo,Y, \\·1th the ,, .. hoJe l1ousc a11d all its a cablegram despatched by Nelson Lee f ron1 
conte11ts completely at his merc~r ! i\Ja.rseilles. Its contents '\\"ere ns follo,T": 

--
CHAPTER 14. 

What Mark Rymer Found I 

H A ,TING armed himself ,vitl, a h?tcl1ct 
nnd an electric torcl1, l\1a.rk R1Tmer 
began his search for the Silver D,varf 
by thoroughly exploring tho entranco 

l1nll, ,vhicl1 \\'as fu1·nishcd after tl10 fashion 
of an English drawing-room. Ho sur,"cl·ed 
c,"ery room in turn and htmted in c,--ery 
corner. Finally, he peered into the bath­
room and the kitchen, and e\·en ,·isit.cd the 
ser,'."'ants' bed•rooms. 

Tl1c res11lt in each and every case ,vas tho 
same. Tho Sil¥er Dwarf ,vns not- there! 

'' l\frs. Ho,~arcl, Ulapane, via Colon1bo, 
Cevlon.-Statt1etto given to yott by }Touf­
brother contains important docttment~. 
Lea ,·ing l1cro to-day by ss. Sikh Pri11ce. 
Arri, .. c Bombav 24th. Arriv·e Colombo as 
so011 as possibfo. Do not part ,vi~h- stattt• 
ctto, or allo,v anybody to examine it, or 
givo an:ybody any information about it 
u11t.il I arriv·o. Ref use to see Professor 
1'farik Rl·n1or concerning t.l1is matter. 
,,rould sttggest J'Olt deposit statuette ,vitt1 
bankers for safe keeping. NELSON LEE.'' 

" I knew it,'' mt1ttercd the professor, under 
his breath. '' ''"ithottt a doubt she has t.aken 
his advice'.' and the Sil,·er D,varf is no,v at 
tl1c ban1,. '' 
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He- unfolded the second cablegram. No 
1;ooner had he glanced at it, however, tha_o 
he uttered a gasp of amazement. · Fo1· this 
is what he read : 

'' Ha11ded in a.t Syd11cy, New South 
\Vales, February 23rd. 

'' To Howard, Ulapane1 Ceylon.-Arrived 
to-day. Statuette found in you~ cabin after 
leaving Colombo. Tom retur111ng to Eng­
land in about a month. Will bring statu• 
ette and leave it at Colombo. Letter 
follo,vs.-ROBINSON. '' 

F OR several minutes the professor stared 
at the cablegram in n1in.~led bewild­
erment and dismal'• Then the truth 

· of the matter da\\,,ned uron him. 
!\'lrs. Howard had evide~tly left. t.he Silver 

Dwarf behind· her when she h~d disembarked 
f ron1 the li11cr at Colon1bo. A friend of hers, 
11a1ned Robinson, wl10 ,vas travelling in the 
same boat, liad evidently fou~d the s?,tue~te 
in the cabin, and had taken 1t on with h1-m 
to A1.1stralia. Upon arriving at Sydney, this 
friend had ,vired to lVIrs. Howard, telling her 
that son1e·body \\'as leaving S.}·dney in about 
a nionth's time, and would drop the Silver 
D,,·arf at Colombo on his way to England. 

'' That's what's happet1ed, wit.bout a 
dottbt, ~, mused tl1e professor. '' The Silver 
D,,·arf is no,v at Sydney. and to Syd11ey I ,, . '. rnt1st go. 

Ho picked up the cablegram and glanced at 
tl1e date. 

'' ~Ir. Robinson cabled on tho 23rd of 
l"ebrtlary-t\vo da:ys ago,'' he mused. '' He 
says that his ' 'f om ' ~·ill start from Sydney 
,vitl1 tl1e Silver Dwarf in about a month's 
time. That means tl1at he will leave abot1t 
the 23rd of )Jareb. It is now the 26th of 
Febritar_y. It ,vill ta'1co about a fortnight 
to· reacl1 Syd11ey from here. If I can leave 
Colombo to~morrow, there is just tl1e chance 
I shall get to S~tdney and secure th~ ~wa:rf 
before "Nelson Lee can find out ,vhere 1t 1s. 
Good! I'll ·get back to Colombo at once.'' 

Suddcrily an expression of · annoyance 
crossed his f acc. The professor had borrowed 
money from Barnascone in Gibraltar, but his 
expenses t.tp to now had been considerable, 
and this unexpected trip to Sydney m~ant 
another outlay. Yet he had promised 
Rawana and h

0

is fi,,.e accomplices a l1undred 
rupees ap1e~e for tl1eir hel11 that night. If 
he kept his prom1Ee he ,vould not have 
e11011gh n1oney left to take him to Sydney, 
and, in any case. as his searc~ had failed, 
he ,, .. as in no mood to keep h~~ prom1~e. 

'" It can't be done,'' Ilymer growled. '' If 
I pa,t those beggars I shall be handjcapnPd. 
But .,why should I pay them? Why shouldn't 
I quil'tly slip away ?'1 

He stole to the door and ca11tiously pet'red 
ot1t into the in1kv darknpc.:~. All wa~ qt1irt 
ot1tsidc. bttt jt1st for an instant h{' ca.ught 
tl1e gl~a.n1 of car li1?hts a n1ile or !~.tore away. 

'' 1,ho Howards coming back!'' gasp.ed tho 
profossor. ''I.haven't a moment to Jose.'~ 

lio <lartcrJ out· of rl1~ l1ou~e and ~lidPcl 

a,vay into the dense shadows of tho shrubs, 
heading for the ruined rest-house ,vhere. ho 
.had left his car. He had not proceeded as 
far as the pickers' huts when the sot1nd of 
firing fell upo11 his ears. 

Tne planter a11d his wife, accompanied by 
thE' coolie, had fallen in with the t,vo men 
Rymer had posted on the lower road.· 
Rawana had fired at ~ilr. Howard. but had 
misaed his aim. The· planter had replied 
with a coup_lc of shots, one of ,vhich had 
penetrated Ran1asamy's brain. The coolie 
had rushed hack to the lines to arouse the 
loyal pictkers, while Rawana had taken to 
his heels, partly to warn ~1ark R:ymcr a.nd 
partly to collect his promised pay. -

The professor, of course, kne,v 11othing of 
all this. He had I1card the shots and he had 
hidden i11 tl1e bushes while tho pickers rttshed 
from· their l1uts to help l·lr. Howard. \Vhe11 
they had gone, l\fa·rk · Rymer haste11ed on his 
""ay to the ruinl'd rest-liouse. 

No one ,yas about when he arrived there. 
and he \vorked like a. demo11 to get tl1e: ca.r 
on to the 1ndiffere11t road a11d to induce the 
engine to show signs of life. He 11ad just 
succee<led, and hacl just taken his scat at 
the ,vheel, wJ1en the dttsky figttre of Ra ,va11a 
came flyi11g af tcr him, brandisl1ing his 
revolver, and yelli11g: 

'' A-:,·o ! Ayo! llasra Inglese ! \\Thero are 
yoi1 going? Yot1 no pay n1y mo11ey j•ct !'' 

The prof cssor' s reply \Yas a moc-l{ing lat1gl1 
whicl1 stttng tl1e native into sttdclcn ancl 
vindictive furv. • 

\Vithout pulling up, he levelled l1is revolver 
and emptied the remaining chambers at tho 
half-seen figure i11 the car. But the da.rkr1ess 
marred l1is aim, and all five shots fle,v l1nrm• 
lessly over the profes~or's head. 

The t1ext mo111cnt ~·1ark R)•mer had slipped 
in tho clutch :. he drove recklessly do\vn the 
rocky road to U1a1)anc village, and bc:vo11d 
to the railway stnt1on and the mai11 road. 

By that time t,\·o t11ings were borne in 
upon the- profo~sor. · He liardly knc,v ,vhero 
he \\·as. and his 1)(ltrol ,vas ru11ning lo",.· Ho 
still had enougl1 for a ~ood many n1ilE18, b11t 
it \Vas ver.v do11lJtfi1I 1f he had cr1ough t,J 
take hi111 to Colombo. 

Instea.cl of tur11ing t-0 tlie left ancl driving 
back to Colornbo, he tttrned to the right and 
headed for the n1ot1ntain capital of l{a11d)·, 
Crom \vhich place he could get a fa.st train 
to Colombo. 

CHAPTER 15. 

Ryn1er's Ruse I 

A T o, Cfttartcr to eleven the follo,ving 
il'lr✓r111ng--the mol'ni11g of lt.,ebrt1u ry 
27t11-~fark Rvn1er left tlie Q11~en'~ 
Potel. at Ka.nrfy, a11d 'iat1ntcrf'd .ncross 

to tl1e railway statio11. IJ c had ho11cd to fir1d 
n tr a. i rl I:~~ vi, , ~ f" r ~n Io m ho earlier th a 11 
that, but he ,vas disappointerJ. 

·• \~'hat t;111p _.?,.,-;_._ thi, tra.in reach 
Co Join ho?'' h 0 n ::.kf\d. 

' ' 0 n r- n, r I n n l· . ~ . 1-- , , 
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'' Good. First-class single, please.''. · on the platform, evidently waitin -r for tl10 
Ho rccci,,.ed his tiaket, and a moment or train. ·" · -- · ·· 

two la.tor the train stcan1ed out of · tho ''Hallo! Here's Ho,vard himself 1'' cried 
station. l\1ark R.)'mer ha.d taken his ·seat one of the planters, springing to his· feet.· 
in tho refreshment car! which u1as a long, '· Let's have him in here to tell us his \"'cr-
,vell-ventilated ·car, furnished ,vitb tables arid sion of tho a.ffn.ir. '' . 
cane-bottomed seats. He lo,vercd ot1e of the ""indows of the car 

It might ha\·e been quicker to ha.\"C "raited a11d beckon·ed to Ho,vard to join them. T110 
for petrol and gone 011 to Colombo by motor, latter ackno,vledged the invitation witl1 ·a 
but t11erc "Tere two ,,.ery good reasons why cheery nod of· his head, and a moment later, 
t.he professor {)ref errod the train. He had almost before Mark Rymer had timo to hido 
found the engine of ·tl1e car p}10\\"in~ signs himself behi11d a ne,vspaper, the young ten­
of trot1blc, and· Harvey Howard might be - planter stepped into the car. -
lookin~ for the mnn \vho had ransacked his ''Talk of angels-l"OU kno,v ti1o rest,'' said 
bunga.tov_., and ,vould not expect to find one of the planters as Ho,vn:·rd seated l1in1-
l1im so far north as Kandy. self between them behind the listening pro- . 

What J1ad happetled to Ra\vana, tho pro- fessor. ''I was just telling Johnson.about 
fessor n~ithcr 11<:no\v nor cared. He ,,·as not that affair at your bttngalo,v this morning. 
to kno,v tl1at the Cingalcse had attempted Ho hadn't heard of it. An~r fresh dc,·elop-­
to pursuo tl10 professor, ta.king a short cut. ments ?'' 
tl1rough the jungle, but had trodden 011 n ''Rather!'' said Ho\\·ard. '' As soon as mv 
poisonous snake and had recei,,.cd a bite cool1es heard ,vhat had happc·ncd they formed. : 
,vl1ich hnd caused his death. thcmselv·cs i11to a search '?arty, and tl1e~· 

Thero ,vcro several tea and coffee planters finally came across Ra,vana s dead body i11 
in the car. T\,·o of them were sitting at tho the jungle.'' 

-table bel1ind the professor, and by-a·nd-by ho· '' How had he died ?" 
heard one of them mention hr- hamc of ''Bitten by a s11ako-a tic-polonga ! Bt1t 
Harvey HoY.·ard. lie pricked up his cars ,,-hat on cartl1 he ,vas doing Just ,,·here 110 
and, ,vithout appearing to do so, eagerly \\·as found no one can sal'·, and I don't 
listened to ,v l1a t t.l1cy ,vere saying. suppose anJ·one will o,,.er kno,v now.'' _ 

''No, I ha,·cn•t heard an)·thing about it,'' The professor hea,~ed a sigh of relief. 'f}iis 
said one of tl1o planters. "\\!hen did it no,,,.s meant tl1at his pa.rt in the affair cotlld 
lianpen 1 '' · not - be pro,~ed against him. 

'~ Last night,'' said the other. '' Howard '' There is no doubt, I suppose,'' said Jolin• 
and l1is ,vife had been out visiting. \Vell, son, '' tliat tho ,vhole affair lras got t1p by 
it ,,~as moro this morning than last night Ra\\·ana in a spirit of revenge?'' 
,vhen they headed for ho1ne, and just as '' Well, I'm not sure about that,'' replied 
tl1cy reached the bottom of tho hill on which Ho,, .. ard, lo,, .. ering liis ,·0ice, and "·ont on to 
their bungalo,v stands, tltc)· \Vere fired at by tell his interested listeners all ho kne,v 
a couple of nati,·es. Fortt1nately, neither of about tl1e Sil,·cr D,varf, and how ho l1ad 
them ,vas l1it, but Howard shot one of tl1e heard froni Nclso11 Leo co11ccrning t}1c 
scol1ndrels through the head, and the ot.her stntttettc. . 
took to his heeJs. I ha,·en 't l1eard full par• '' Appai·ently tliia statttette conta1115 
ticulars ~l'et, bttt I'm told tl1at when Ho,,,ard important documents,'' ,vent on Howard. 
reached his house he found that e\·erv room '' Nelson Lee-he's the famous detective, ,·ott 
in the place had been literally turned · inside kno,,~-sent a cahlegrain, asking_ t1s not., to 
out, thoug}1 nothing had been stolen.,, part ,vith it u11til l1e arrived. He said that 

l10 '""as on l1is ,vay to CejT}on, and might bo 
'' That's strange,'' 6 aid the first plar1ter. ex~ected nt · an~- moment. He's on tl10 Silil1 

'' If the natives ran5acked tl1o house, "Thy Pr1r1cc, and lancled at Bombay early )'ester­
didn't they steal an)·thing ?'' da.y. ,v o \,-ere warned to expect n visit fron1 

'' That's what e,·erybody else is asking,'' a man named RJ"mer, and not to givo him 
said his companion. '' Of roursc, I may be this statuette. . 
misinformed, but it certainly says in the '' Actually·, of course, "·e cottldn't have done 
paper that Howard '91honcd to the police so in an.}· case, for tl10 ·simple renson thnt 
and report.ed tl1at nothing \Yas missing.'' my ,vifc l1ad left it aboard the Bengali, 

'' Ha,~e tl1cy found a11:y clue to the scoun- l\Tl1iol1 lYas tl1cn on its ,,•ay to Attstralia. 
drcls' ident.ity 1 '' . ,r \'\~ e. recei,,.c<l a cablegram from S}1dney, 

c, Yes. The fellow whom Ho,,·a.rd sl1ot ",.as 111form1ng 11s that tl1e statuette ""as safe, 
a Tamil of tl10 name of Rama.samy. The a11d te1ling us ,,·l1ere it ,vas. A da}· or t,·ro 
otl1er fello\,·-so Ho,vard br.lieves-\vas one of later Professor Rymer arrived at my l1ot1sc. 
his fore men, whom he had dismissed a few He ,,~as ,rcry keen on getting hold of t,lie 
davs previously for theft." stat11ettc before Nelson Lee arrived, and I 

... He had scarcely finished when t-he train can only think that ho ,vi~hes to dest-roJ' the 
arri, .. ed at Paradeni~·a, ,vhich was the junc- documents ,vl1icl1 aro inside it. Needless to 
tion bet\\"Cen the main line from Kandy to say, I decline<l to gi,·o him any information. 
Colombo and the branch line from lTlapane. I did 11ot c·rc11 tf'll him that the statuette ,vas 
As tl1e train pulled up the professor hap- not in our possesr,ion, and he ,,,.ent a,va:f in 
pened to glance out of the window, and even a to,vori11g rage. 
as he did so his ~J1es fell on the trim•built · '' That ,·<'r~,. nigl1t mj· bt1ngalow ,,·as 
figure of Harvey Howard. ,,,.ho was standing ntt.ackecl 11~· 11ati,~es, my ,vriting-desk ,vus 
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In the hand ol Proiessor Rymer lhe Magician ol Moroceo poureu a strange Jiqu1d-and tnen 
proeeeded to lell blm the whereabouis ol the Silver Dwarf ! 

brokc11 OJ){.>ll a11d overhauled, and every 
clra,vcr a11d cupboard 1n the house ,vas 
thorough~y ransacked,. yet nothing- . ,va.s 
stolen. J.)oes11't tl1at strike you as susp1c1ous? 
J)ocs11't it look as though tl1is fellow Rymer 
,, .. as at tl1e botton1 of the ,vhole affair, and 
that lie had raided my hottsc, \vitJ1 t.ho hPlp 
of the nati,~cs, in the hope of findi11g the 
statt1ett.c? '' 

His cor11par1ions i11sta11tly agreed \\'ith t11is, 
iind for the r1ext three-quarters of an qQt1r 
they <liscttsscd tl1c tl1cory i11 all its beari.I1gs. 

Tl1e11 one of ther11 asked Ilo,\~artl if lie ,,·as 
going to {-_;olo1nl)o. 

., Yes,'' J10 replied. '' I n1eu11 to l10 i11 

Colombo \Vhcn .Nelsoo Lee arrives, so that 
ho 111ay k110\V 1111 tho facts as carl_y as possible, 
a11cl t!11-·n lie' 1] t,c able to ca tell a boat to 
Attstralia i1n111c(!i.atel)·. Nelsu11 I4ee, of 
course, lloes not. ~yet k110,v t.h~1t tl1e statuette 
is 11ot i11 our possc5sior1. I ,vould ha vc ,\·ire .. 
lesscd the Sikl1 Prince, but by that tin1(: sl1e 
\.V~s at Bon1l>a~y, a11d ma:,'bc tl1e detcctiv.o 
,vould have lcf t lier, In atl),. case, co111i11g 

.. 
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south to ()olo_n1bo ,viii help him on hiR ,vay 
to Australia. 

'' He think!=, no doul1t.. that this statuet.to 
is at 1ny house ttt Ulupa11e. If riob(}(ly u1eets 
him 011 t1is arri \"al t,e will lt-u.ve for Ulapa ne. 
I n1ust be at ( :olon1bo to tell 111111 t.l1P- truth. 
I ,vould !1avo gor1e 111 rn.v car, but 1ny ,vif o 
\Yn.s ncr,·ot1s of the roads after t.hc11 a.ff air last 
1?igl1t. Sliould ho t1a\'cl froln Bornbav by 
u.eroplano, and possibl.v larld at K a11lJy, thl- n 
moto1· to lJlupa11u, 111.v \\·ife ,,Til I be there to 
explain mntters. 1

' 

A glE·a111 of n1alig11a11t fury lc~apPcl into 
?\1arli Il)'I11cr' s eve~ 1.1s he heard these \Vords. 
He had bce11 C'alc~uJating on the adva11tago 
of setting out for A ust.ralia lJefore Nel~on 
I .. ee co11 Id Jen rn ,vhat had bPCOr11e of t.ho 
Silver D,,·arf, 110,v 1t ~erned anv odds that 
tho detective \vould travel 011 the satr)e boat, 
and tl1at tt1c.v ,,·011ld arri\'e tioµ-c~thcr at 
S·.rrlnc:r. 

'J_'he professor's e:rcs co11tracted to tt10 
m~rcst slits, and a look of desperate deter• 
rni11ntion cro~sP.d his fare. 

'' I must prcver1t Ho\vai·d f rorn tn<~eti11g 
Nel~o11 I~oe to-r1ight .. 0 he d~ci<led. and then 
listened inter1tly. 

'' Y ot1 don't k110\v ,v hen }'OU '11 get bnck to 
Uln.pane, then?'' one of the plar1ters ,,·as 
• • • 
111qt11r1ng. 

'' No. I shall put up at t,hc G.O.H., '' saicl 
Howard. 

That \~as all ?.lark RJ•mp,r ,,Taited to hear. 
The G.O.H.-in other words, the Grand 
Oriental Hotel-- ,v11~ the var,· hot.el at which 
he t1imself l1ad arra.11g~d to sp~nd th~ night. 

He gla11ced back over hi~ shoulder, arid s..~,v 
that Ho\vard a11d his t,vo companion,- \Yero 
still engaged in ea rt1P.fit. con ,,.Prmition. 
Taking ad,·ant.ago of this fact, he sile11tly 
rose to his feet nnd ~lided to the other <•11d 
of the car, ,vhere h(I en~o1.1ced himself •in 
the corner seat. nearest to the door, ar1d once 
1nore concealed himselt behind a 11e,vspapcr. 

CHAPTER 16. 
. 

The Death Drug I 

P UKCTUALLY the trJtin arri\"ed at 
Colombo. Almost before it came to a 
standstill tl1e professor lea.peel out, httr• 

· ricd from the station, a11d sprang into 
n tnxi. Ten minutes ~ater ho \\"as standing 
in the spaciot1s vestil1ttlo of the G.O.H. 

N enr the reception desk \Vas a towering 
pile of bags, boxes, and luggage. Unnoticed 
by_ any of· tho native atte11dants, the professor 
concealed himself behi11d this pile of lu·ggagc, 
and a momer1t or t,vo later he had the satis .. 
faction of sr-cing Harvey Hn\\~ard arrive ,vith 
his t,vo companions and walk into the hotel. 

'' Mv r1a1no is Ho\,·ard, '' he said to tl1e •· , , 
reception clerk. '' Ar1~y messages for me? 

'' Y cs, sir. A telegram from Ulapane. JI 

H:arvey_ Howard seized the missive eagerly, 
nnd the other two planters werl, just as cager 
to hear tl1e ne\\·s. 

'' A11~'tl1ing nbot1t Nelson Lee?'' asked 
Jol1nson. 

'' Y cs. I-le has ,,Tired to Ulapanc. lie l1as 
been flJ7i11g frotn Bombay, bttt ran into a11 
electrical storrn, and made a forced landi11g 
at (:aJicut, smasl1i11g tho propeller. Is co111inR 
Otl here bs· cargo boat, and arri, .. e~ to-nigl1t. 
He tttrned to the clerk. '' I shall ,vant a 
si11gle room to-riight, please,'' ho said. 

The clerk n1ado an ~ntr:y in tl1e register 
a11d called to ono of the attenda.11 ts. 

'' Sho\v tl1is gcntletna11 to No. 95,'' he said, 
handir1g tho coolie a key ,,;ith a label 
attacl1ed. 

,1i 'I~his \Ya.~·, 5ar, '' said tl1c coolie, sl1ouldcr• 
ing Hurye~,' 5 suit.case. 

'' Thanks, b11t I' 1n 11ot going up to m;T roon1 
just no,v, '' ~iiid Ho,vard. '' I ha, .. o sat110 llusi• 
ness to tra11sact i11 tl1e to,,·n ,vhich ,v11J 
occup_y inc 11ntil }1alf-past six or seven. Take 
m:,· bag 1.1p to m~· room, nnd bring tho key 
buck to tho offic{\. '' 

The coolie (lcpnrtccl, nnd Ho,vard tt1rned to 
the clerk n.gni11. 

'' I should Jiko to engage a roo1n for a 
friend of mir1e,'' he said. '' Ho is arriving 
to-night, and ,vill leave [or 8)1(lney to-morro,v 
morning. Is tl1erc any objection to m~y bool~­
i11g the room for him.'' 

'' There is no objection ,vhn.t.ever, sir,'' snid 
tl10 clerk. "\\1 hat is J'OUr friend's 11an1c ?" 

'' Nelson Lee.'' 
The clerk 1nado another c11tr:r in l1is 

register. 
'' I ha,·e booked No. 96 for l1i1n,'' 110 said. 
Ho,,·ard tur11cd a,va}~ and loft tl1e hotel. 

The n1omont l1e ,Yas out of sight Mark R)·tner 
glided up to tl10 desk. 

'' 1\1}" 11nmo is Rymer-Professor iiark 
Ry1ncr, '' he said to the clerk. '' I left. my 
baggage hero ~·estcrda;·, and arranged to 
l1ave a bed-room l1erc to-night. Alay I havo 
my key i'' 

rrl1e clerk consult.cd tl10 register nncl 
handed ti1e professor a key. 

'' Yottr room is No. 94, sir,'' 110 said. 
'' Your lttggage ~as already been takc11 
tl1ere. '' 

'' No. 94 !'' There ""as a ring of triumpl1 
in l\1a1·k RlTmer's ,·oico ns l10 repented the 

. figt1ros. B:r a l11cky co1ncidenco he and 
Har,~e_y Ho,vard l1ad been gi, .. c11 adjoining· 
rooms. 

He took tl10 key and l1urried llp tl1c broncl 
and hnnclso!llc staircase. Upon entering his 
room l1e d1scov·crccl that the ,vindo,,T o,·er .. 
looking an or11amental garden nt the hack of 
tho l1otel. I1nmecliatel:y beneatl1 the ,vindo,v 
"·as tho flat roof of a ,vooden veranda. A 
single glance sttfficcd to sho,v l1im that it 
,vould be tho easic~t thing in tho ,,,.orld to 
step 011t of his o,vn ,vindo,v, to ,,·alk alo11g 
the ,·ernnda roof, and to .reach the \l"'indo,v 
or the room next door. 

The prof cssor opened one of t1is l)ngs and 
cl1anged his tra ,·cl •stained clot.l1c s. Ho 
stro_lled do,v11 into the coff ee-rootn a 11d 
indulged in a c11p of tea.. The11 he p11t on 
his l1at a11d left the l1otcl. 

I-le ,,~as absent for abot1t an ho11r, ar1d 
,vhen he rett1rned ho had a four-ounco 
bottle of rl1lorof orm i11 l1is pocket, Ila vin~ 
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l'ntorc<l l1is l>o<l-roo111 agai11, lie locked the 
(loor 011 tJ1e insitle a.11d opened the ,,:iudow. 
: Tho gnr<.lc11 bclo,v was deselicd. He 
~tcppcd ot1t on to tho ,,.eran<la room and stole 
to tl10 ,,Ti11clo,v of the roont next. door. He 

- forced back tl10 cntcl1 "litl1 the blade of l1is 
1>ockct-knifc n11d opened the ,vindo,v. A 
n101ncnt later tl1e professor ,Yas standi11g i11 
liarvc:y Ho,vnrd's bed-room. 

Rymer closecl tho ,'7indo,v bt1t did not 
f a.-;ten it. Ho dre,v clo,vn the tlark-grecn 
·hlincl so as to n1ake tho rootn as dark as 
possible. I-Io loose11ed the stopper of tl10 
clalorof orn1 bottle ancl f aided a ha11dkerchief 
i11to a patl of con,·onicnt size. 'fl1en J10 
.croitchcd l1el1ind tl1e door, and ,vaited for 
tho victim to appear. It was tl1e11 abottt 
;-;cv·en o' clocli:. 

... t\ t n qi1arter to cigl1t Har,·ey I-Io\vard re­
t.11mod to tho hotel with a11 armful of pack-
-nges. IIis business l1ad ta.ken him longer 
tl1an lie ha(l expected, and l1e had heard that 
the freighter had nrri\9ed in the bay earlier 
.-f:han was· anticipat,ecl, and mn.jtbe ·Nelson· Leo 
l1acl ulrcadv con10 ashore. ... 

' ' I've c11t it ratl1cr fine, I' n1 afi1·a.id,'' he 
m1tt.terccl to himself a.s 110· took· dow11 his 
key fro1n tl10 office lJoard a11d bounded up 
t110 stairs. '' I had l1ettcr bu,1dlo tl1cso_ pa.r­
rcl:; in 1ny room, thet1 rl!Sl1 do,vn to tho 
L~t1ston1s. I'll. be sttrc to fi11tl Nelso11 Lee 
tl1cre." 

.Ile reael1c(l tl10 <loor of Xo. 95, and thrt1st 
fl10 key i11to t-hc keyhole. lie opened tho 
,loor a.11(1 strode into tl1c cli111Jy-lighted roon1, 
l>ttt no eooncr liad lie crossed tl10 threshold 
tl1nn tl1e door was suddenly ba11ged t.o bel1in(l 
l1irn. ,vl1il~t at tl10 same insta.nt ·a dark £orm 
Jcnr>t tl})O~ him from 1Je11ind and l1t1rled l1i111 

fn.ce do"·nwards on the bed. 
. Ilefot~e lie l1ad ~e ~ sJ-iout for h~lp, two 

l..:11ccs ,,,.ere pla.nted in tl1e sn1all of his back. 
Ono l1a.11cl encircie·cI l1is lvi,1<lpipo i11 a vice­
liko gri11, and anot.hcr ha11d, l1olding a 
<:hloroformed pad, ,vas firtnly applied to his 
111011t.l1 an{l nostrils. 
. l11 vain Harvey Ho-ward kicked an(l 
~trttgglcd. In vain 110 att.empted to unseat 
i.110 n1n.n ,vho ,vas kneeling on. l1is lJack, t~ 
tt1rn hi!J l1ead and get a glimpse of bis 
n~sailant.. Slo,v]y bi1t s11rely tl10 noxjous 
fltmcs accon1plished their deadlv ,vork, till 
ll t, Inst, after a. final effort to ~nake . off his 
assailant, the youn~ t-00.•planter. ceased to 
t;frt1gglo and lapsed 111to t111ronEc1ot1sness. 

'' So far ,o good ! '' hissed tl1e p1·0£ essor 
ag ho ~prd11g f rotn tl1e bod. '' I'll lock the 
floor to g11ard against interruption, a,nd t.hen 
I'll ~ive him another whiff tl1n.t ,vill waft 
liin1 into etAmitv. That done, I have only 
t:> ll n loci{ tlio ci'oor and- open tho ,vindo,v 4t 

a n(l cveryllody will concltido tl1at he died 
fron1 tlie e;ffccts of· an apoplec!tio stroke.,, 
· . He removed t.l1e key from tl1e outside . «?f 
t.oo (loor. He closed the door and locked 1t 
on t.la<? inside. Then lie drenchetl the ho.nd .. 
kt,rc}ucf with a fresh @up1Jly of chloroform 
ti11d ·returnoo to t.he bed t,o complete . his 
<la~tnrdly w·ork. 

CHAPTER 17. 
.Foiled by Nelso11 Lee! 

N EL~O~ I.AEE ,vas tl10 on]j" flasse11ger 
al>00..r(I the f re1gl1tcr fro111 l:alicut, 
a.r1tt co11seq11cntly it did 11ot take l1im 
,·cry long to get ashore ·10 the 

Ct18to1ns- officials. Ile left bis baggage nt the 
C\istom Jfot1se a11d ,va.lkcd -n~ross to the 
Grand Oric11tal Ilotcl. 

'' Can I get to U]a11n110 to-nigl1t ?'' lie 
aske!lf, ad<.lres~ing tho clerk at tl1c l"Cl·eptio11 
desk. . 

'' It's dol1l,tfuJ, sir,'' sai<l tl1c <.·le1·k. '' Tho 
Inst trai11 has go11c, and yot1 111a.y fi1ld it 
(lifficult to l1iro a car. J 11 atl)'" case, nig}1t 
dri,ring in tl1at part is ratl1er risk:y. '' 

., Ancl. the 11eoplo I a111 goi11g to see will 
110 i11 l)cd ,vlien I get tl1cre," added the 
detective. '' I J1ad better st.a:y l1cre for tl1c 
nigl1t. Can. I lia,ro a room?'' 

., Yes, sir. ,vhat nnn10 ?'' . 
'' ... \Ir. Ne}s011 Lee,'' ~cplicd tltf~ .<-lctcctive. 
'' 'fl1en J'·o1,tr bed is already c11g-Jgcd, sir,'' 

~aid tJ1e clcl'·lr. '' Mr. Ha1•yey I-Io""ard 
(;llga.ged it for you tl1i.s after11oon. '' 

'' l\fr. Ilai~ey Iloward ?'' repeated tl1c 
dctecti vc. .. Is 110 iu C~olon1bo? '' -

'' Yes, sir. Ho intended meeting )"Ott at 
tlie landi11g-sta.go, llut j 1 011r earls· arrival l1as 
apparently upset his Illans. '' .... 

' ' Tl1e11 ,vhcre is 110 no,v ~ '' 
'' Ile \\iC11t -up to l1is roo111 n f C\V 111omc11ts 

ago'.t sir. I ho.'\i·o11' t see11 l1i111 corne do,v11.., 
yet.'' 

,. \Vhat is tl10 ,1u1nber of l1is 1 .. 00111 ?'' 
'' No. 95, si~; tl10 next roon1 t.o :vot1rs, ,vl1ich 

is No. 96. \Viii yott talco yo11r key, sit·?'~ 
The <letecti,10 took tl1e key_ a11d ,vent up­

stairs. He l1altcd at tl10 door of No. 95 a11cl 
1·appecl t1pon it witl1 l1is lc11ttckJe~ . 

~-~ It's Nelson Lee. l\fay I co1110 i11? '' 110 

asked. 
'l"o his i11fi11ite surprise, the only re~ ,vas 

a startled oat!1, ,vl1i!1t u the &a-PM instant 
!1is quick se11so of s1nell detected tlie odou1· 
of cl1lorof orr11. · 

S,viftly tl1c <letecti,·e tried tl1e handle, and 
fot1nd t~~at tl1e door was locl,ed. The11, 
thro\vi11g nll f1.1rtl1er ce1-cmo11~, to tlie v.Tinds, 
lie aptllic,1 ltis sl1ot1lller to tl1c lloot· ,~11d burst 
• 
1t Opell. . 

He sp1·a11g into tJ1e roo111. '111e "'-i11do,v 
was scrce11ed l_}y a a dark-grPe11 blind, and 
tl1e roon1 ,vas almost in total darkness. 
Ji,or a secor1d he sa,v nothing save the dim 
a11d sl1ado,vy ot1tli11e of the varit>us articles 
of fu1·11iturc. 'l'he11, as his eyes grc,v acctts­
tomed to tl1c gloom, be percei,·ed t.he out­
atretched figtlrc of .. a man lying on the bed 
a1ld breatliing stertorously. 

Af tcr s,vitcl1iJ1g on tlie electric ligl1t a11d 
ri11ging tl1e service bell, Nelson Lee made 
his way to tl1e bedside. at1d there11pon found 
at once that tho unconscious . man ll"as 
Harvey IIo,vard. A letter that liad fallen 
011 · the bed from l,.is pocket during the 
btruggle witl1 Mark Rymer proved his iden­
tity. To tl1e lletective's great relief, he dis­
covered that tllo J·otlng tea-pla11ter was still 
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ali,~e, thougl1 unconscjOlt~ ar1<J evidently in 
a bad ,vay. 

''Do vou tl1ink he \Vtll rPcovPr·~" asked 
the proprietor of t.hl.l hr>t(~J. \,\·ho had cotne 
into the room. together \V 1tla se\"ernl gut\~ts, 
for tho ne,vs had beer• :-prl~c1<) by th~ ser,·a11t 
wl10 l1ad a11swored th1 bt·li 

'' I hope so," said ~ei~011 Leu. '' But it 
,vjll be touch arid go ,vith h1t11. If he hasri"t 
ha.d a fat.aJ dose of c·hlorotorr11. h1:J ha8 l1acl 
somnthing \'Cf)' near it. Al1out t,vo mo10 

,vhiffs, a11d it ,voul<I ha,,..- b~en o.11 over ,vi th 
1111n. '' 

'' Hadn't we b(·tt.er s(lnd for a dcx~tor :" 
suggested tl1e proprietor. 

'' If ;you wish," said N e1~on [.,Pc. •~ As a 
111atter of fact, I an1 a £1d ly-q ualificd 
1ncdical mari myself. t,hough I l:aYe IIPYer 

l)ractised." 
As he utt~·red the~e \Vorel~ lie 1111 fastf'ne<l • 

Ho\\"ard·s iollar and l1Pg-an artificial rc~pira-
tior1. For a time it sPP111ed a~ tl1ough his 
efforts ,vere gei11g to he rP,va rdt.'d ,,.·ith 
sp edy suec.-e.ss, bt1t h~, arid l,y the tllar1ter's 
brea1 hing began to gro\v rnore f PPl,le~ his 
face took on a1I a~htsn. death-likP hue, and 
ever and anon his hP-art uJJpcared to otop 
beating. 

'' lt'5 all ttp !'' muttered OJJ(~ of the gttests, 
s~1aking his 1---~ad. "Hf\'~ sinkjng fast.'' 

By \\'ay of reply the <.fetec· i ve ,,. hinJl<'d out 
l1is noteboolc, tore out ouc.' of tho rag· s, ar1cl 
scribbled a couple of ,-\·ord~ in riencil. Ile 

l1anucd tlie slip of paper, togoll1or ,vit11 a 
coin, to 0110 of the native serva11ts. 

'' Rt1n ,vith tl1at to the neart:st chcn1ist's,'' 
ho said. "Bring back "'~l1at I l1a vo ordcrccl 
as qL11ckly· ~ts ~-ou can!'' 

Tl1e servant took the riote aucl sped a\\'U)~. 
He \Yas absc11t pcrliaps five n1inutcE.. u.11tl 
\vl1e11 l1e retL1r11ed lie handed tt1e dctect1 ,·e 
a ca.rdboard box in ,vhich ,vas a r1tttnbcr of 
sn1nll glass caps1.1lcs, each of ,vt1i~h ,Yas 
eI1closecl ir1 a ti11y cotton bag, IJcar111g tl1e 
i11scriptio11 '' .t'\my J nitrite.'' 

Having folded his handkcrcl1ief into ,t pnd 
of co11venic11t ~ize, the det.ecti\"·c placed one 
of the caps11Ics in the centre, clap(1ed tl10 
l]ar1dkerchief over ·Howard's moutl1 arid r1os­
trils, arid crushed tl1c cnpst1lc int.a f r11gmc11 ts 
bj~ sq L1eozir1g it bet,,·eer1 his finger antl 
ti1u1nb. 

'l'l1c cff cct ,vas 111agical. The colour bega11 
to ebb back i1lto the )'Ottng tea-pli111ter's face, 
l1is breatl1ing gre\v stror1ger arid mcJro 
retrttlar: a fc,\· seco11cls later he opened his 
eye~, and gazed round the roon1 ,\·ith a 
,·acant stare. 

l)espite tho solemnity of the occasion, tlio 
littlo grot1p around th~ bed broke into a 
murmttr of talk a11d raised their voices in 
excited exclamatio11s-all of "Thich '"ere 
l1eard in Room No. 94, and ,~l1icl1 told tl1e 
listening l\Iark R:rmer that 011ce again l1ad 
his ctl1111ing schemes been brot1ght to naught 
by tho fa111otts detective. 

GEORGE HERR/ES 

.,,.,,. 

tells you about TOWBER 
To\;-se1· is n11:-- bt1ll-dog, a11d he's a really fine 

fella,,·. Some of tl1e chaps at St. Jim's don't 
lilte l1irn, but tl1at's because they haven't tl1e 
sc11se to l~no,,.,. a first-class dog ,vl1en tl1ey see 
one Of course, it's true tl1at he is rather fond. 
of D' /\rcy's trousers, almost as fond as D'Arc)· 
is-bttt lie treats tl1e111 differently ! 

To\vser l1ad a ne,v experience this ,,,eel.;:. I 
don't tl1ink l1e'd e\"er 1net a camel before, and 
,,.·hen l1e did-,vell, \\!'ell ! . 

Take a tip fron1 me, buy tl1is ,veek's number 
of the (;E~f l It only costs )70U twopence, and 
)'c,u'll be able to read all about To\vser a11d tl1e 
Cainel i11 '' Sl10,v·111en of St. Jim's l '' It's a \\"O\V ! 

Ba,ery Wednesday - 2d. 
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T WO hours passed; it "~as l1alf-past ten. 
Nelson Lee wa~ Ritting on the edge 
of Harvey Ho,vard's bed. The ~oung 
tea-planter was practically himself 

again. 
'~ I didn't intend coming to see you to• 

night,'' said Nelso11 Lee. ''After ,vhat you 
have passed tl1rough, l thoug}1t it would be 
,viser for you to ref 1·ain from talking iust 
at present. Ho,vover, since yot1 have sent 
for me I have co1ne, though I still tl1ink 
l'OU \VOt1lcl be well advi~ed to postpone ottr 
interview u11til to-morrow mor11ing. '' 

"\Vhv should I"?'' roid [io,vard. '' Tl1anks 
to )tOtt,°.I'm as rigl1i as a trivet no,v. Besides, 
I wa11t to Iea.rn ~1 our opinion as to tho 
idcnt,ity of the seoundrt~l \vl10 atta.cked me.'' 

'' As to that,'' said Nelsol) Lee, '' I firmly 
believe that tl1e 111a11 ,vl10 attacked you ,vas 
Professor Mark Ryn1er !'' 

'' l\lark Rymer agai.11 I" ga.sped Howard. 
'' Agai11?" said tl1e lietccr.ive quickly. 

'' Ha.s he attacked vot1 once bcf Ol'"d ~ '' 
'' \\

1 ell. r10: I ought not to ~y tl1at lie has 
nctuaHy itttackcd tne, '' replied IIoward. 
'' At tho same time, I l1avo a very sl1re,vd 
sttspicion that he i11citcd a nt11nber of natives 
to attack my house. Ho\vever, I'll tell ~~ot1 
ali allont that later.. In the meantin1e, what 
1r1al{es }"OU think tl1at my assailant \,,.as Mark 
Rymer?'' 

'' I have been maki11g i11qt1iries,'" said 
N<'lso11 Lee, '' and I find that he is staying 
here. He a.rrived aho11t the same ti1ne ns 
:yoHrj-elf this afternoot•~ and uTas given the 
room next door·. However, I have 110 
evidence to prove my sltspiciol'IS, a11d so I 
ca.11 do nothin~. And no,v I ,vo11ld like yot1 
to tell me everything tl1at has happened 
sinc-e th,-• Silver D,varf can1e i11to yottr . ., 
possess1ot1. 

'' Tl1e Silver Dwarf?'' repeated I-Iowa.rd. 
r, lfil that what lTou ca.II the silver statuette 
which wa.s Jl:i,·en to my ,vifc l1y her b1·othor, 
Dr. Olsen?'' 

''Yes. You depositC'll it in tl1e l)ank. I 
hope, ,vhen 

1

yot1 received 111:',,T caLle?"ram fron1 
}ifarscillPs ? ,, 

Ho,vard shook Iii~ head rnther rcgrctft1lly. 
'' We didn't,., he said. '' Y Ott s<)e, it is 

now on its way to Australia·!'' Ancl the11 
he wPnt on to tell N elso11 Lee all tl1e facts. 

The detective, at first dismayed. beca111e 
thoughtfltl. He listr11-Cd intently to 
Ho\vard's narrative, nodding 110w and again 
as he pieced togcth(\r tl1c i11forn1ation in his 
alert brain. 

'' Ot1vio11~)y R~~mcr mttst know that tl10 
Silver Dwarf is in A ttstra1ia, '' 110 remnrl<~cl, 
,,Tit.h a frown. '' H·e probably read that cable 
from the RohinM>n~ whP11 he raided voui· 
h11n1?alow. That is why 110 attacked · yott 
here He meant to preve11t your n1ec-t.ing 
me~ hopi11~ that T sho11 ld \vaste val11ablo 
tin1P in trav"llin~ to Ulapar1e. '' 

'' Thnt c-~em~ 11knlv .. •• a.irreed Ho,vard. 
'' Do you know the address of the Robin­

sonR?" qt1Pstioned Nel10n Lee abruptly. 
'' Yes. if rs. Robinson gave it to my wife 

~efor.e they 1Pft the Ile11gali. She doesn't 
l1 v~ 1n g,.,.,]11e:v it::ielf. but. in ono of the out-

JJTing subl,rbs. The exact address is Iv_anl1oe 
Hottse, Waver1ey, 8ydt18J. 1

' 

The detective entered the details in his 
notebook. 

'' Do you think Rymer knows the address!,, 
he g1.1eried. · 

''No,'' replied Howard decisively. '' Mrei. 
Robinson wrote it down on a slip of paper, 
and n1y wife gave it to me. and I have carriecl 
it in my pocket ever since.'' 

''Good!'' The detective miiled his satis­
faction. '' I shall leave for Australia at tt10 
first possible moment. I believe their is a 
liner sailing to-morrow-the Victor Hugo." 

'' But won't Rymer be on that boat. too?'' 
'' Do11ht)ess I But that does 11ot worry me. 

\"\-
11 hile he is making inquiries at Sydney for 

tl1e Robi11sons' addreBB, I shall go straight 
tl1cre, and with that advantage I think I 
sl1all ,vin this neck-and-neck race for tho 
Si Iver D,varf. '• 

1'l1ere seetnPd every justification for Ne1son 
Lee's optimism, b11t once again his wily 
t~nem~,,•s resourcefulness was to upset all tl1e 
detective's l1opes and pla.as l 

CHAPTER 1(. 

A Game ef Bluff I 

1~ HE following morning two cablegran1s 
,vere despatched from Colombo, both 
of tl1em addre888d to Sydney. The 
first ran as follows: 

'' Robinson, Ivanhoe House, Waverley, 
Sydney.-Statuette found in your cabin 
con ta iris important documents. Do not 
send it back or part with it, or give any 
i11fo1-mation about it. until I arrive. 
Leavin~ here to-day Arrive Sydney first 
a\.11n.ilab1e boat. Message sent with kno,v­
ledge and approval of Howard. 

''NELSON LBE, Detective.'' 

Tho second cablegram wes couched in tho 
follo\vin_g te1·ms: · 

'' Sinclair's Detective .Agency, -Pitt 
Street, Sydney.-Robinson, first-class pas­
senger arrived Sydney per ss. Bengali. 
Trace if possible and wire present address 
to undersigned at Post Office, Adelaide. · 
Leaving here to-day by ss. Victor H11go. 
Spare no expense. Secrecy essential. 
Payment when I arrive. Reference, Bank 
of Australasia. 

"MARK RYMER 
'' (Professor of Chemistry, Westminster 

University).,, 

Ryn1er did not dare have his reply ,vire-
1essed to the ship lest Nelson Lee should get 
\Vind of it. · 

Shortly alter the departure of tl1ese cable­
gram8 the Victor Hugo · put out to sea, and 
amongst her passengers ,,rere Nelson Leo and 
llark Ryme1·. 

There ,vas no otl1cr available route to Aus­
tralia. Ac1·01Jlanes from Cevlon to Australia 
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,,-ere botl1 Tisl~y and u11certai11. An aviator 
,vould ha,,.o been compelled to keep close to 
tl1e la11d, thu~ 11ccessibeti11g a ilight up tl1e 
coast of India almost to Calcutta, then ac1·oss 
to Bt1r1na and so down to S1ngapore, across 
t.l1e East Indies to Darwen, and fir1ally across 
tl1e vast continent itself. 

Taking everythir1g i11to considoratio11, it \Yas 
s:-ifer and possibly, in the long run, quicker, 
to travel by liner. 

At t\\'."O o'clock one spring afternoon the 
,·essel came to her anchorage in Larg's Day, 
tl1e port of call for Adelaide. A large pre,• 
11ortion of her passengers disembarked, ancl 
i1roceeded kl AdelaicJe by rail. And amongst 
tl1em \\'ere Alark Rymer and Nelson Lee. 
'fhe professor disetnbarked in order to cail 
for the ans\\·er to his caulegram. 'fhe dctec• 
tivo disembarked because it \\'as shorter h.Y 
11enrly three da)'S to go f ro1n Adelaide to 
S)tdr1ey by train than to go by boat. ~ 

It '"~as half.-past three 1vhen tho train 
stea1ned into Adelaide. At a quarter to four 
the professor stood in tho _post-office. ~c11 
1ninutes Inter he ,vas r(~ad111g tl1e f ollo,,,.1ng 
1nessage: 

'' Rymer, Post Office, Adelaide.-Address 
req 11ircd, I van hoe H(Juse, \\~ a verley, 
Syd11cy. Awai ting yottr f t1rther instrttc• 
tions. 

''SINCLAIR.,, 

Lca,·ing the post-0ffice, Rymer invested in 
a railwaJT gt1ide, and a plan of the city •Jf 
8ydnoy, both of which he consulted care• 
fully. He ther1 returned to the post-office, 
c1ncl sent off the follo~ring telegram: -

'' Leaving here 4.30. Arrive Sydnc~,. 
11 n.m. Saturday. Arrange for one of 
your men to meet at station, and to have 
a taxi waiting outside. Shall alight from 
train ,vith white handkerchief in hand as 
means of identification. Shall \\7ant to 
motor to Waverley fast as possible. 
E,,.ery second of valttc. 

'' Rl"MEn. '' 

At half-past four lie took his seat in tho 
l\Ielbourno train. 

ELSON LEE-lit.tle dreaming of ltis 
rival's plans-had already talcen his 
seat in the self-same train, and at ten 
o'clock the following morning tho 

train pulled up in Sydney S~ation.. Before it 
actually camo to a standstill, Mark R)·mcr 
sprang out1 with a white silk handkerchief 
in his hnnd, end in the twinkling of nn eyo 
a red-haired, bullet.headed man was at his 
side. • 

·' Professor R~"mer ?'' said the red•hnired 
man. 

'' Yes,'' said the professor hurriedly. 
"Quick I Let us go outside the station at 
once I'' 

They reached the outside of the station, 
?.i1ere the red-haired man ~ointed to a smart, 
powerful-looking car, with a uniformed 
cl1at1ffc11r at the wl1cel. 

'' Tl1ere' s yo11r car, sir,'' he said. ' 1 I 
arranged for one of our 0,-.·1~ cars. Better 
than a taxi. if you're in a real l1t1rtj1 • Ha vo 
you any furtl1er instrttctions ?'' 

''No-yes,'' said 'tl1e professor, as ho 
entered the car. ''Sect1re ffil1 luggage-three 
sttit-cases, all labelled ,vith my 11amc-a11rl 
take them to yottr office. I'll call i"or tl1e1n 
and settle ,vith Mr. Sinclair as soon as l 
co1ne back f rozn \\1 a verley. '' 

He turned to the chauffeur. 
'' I ,·anhoe HotlSO, Waverlc)~' ,, he directed. 

'' Drive tl1ere ns quickly as lrou can.'' 
Tl10 cl1at1ffe11r slipped in tl1e clut.ch a11(I 

tho cnr mo1i·ed ra1lidly a,vay frorn t-110 stat.iora, 
gathering speed every second. T\•lclvo 
minutes later it came to a standstill in fro11t 
of a har1dsome, modern villa, standing on the 
st1mmit of tho oliffs whicl1 enclose that pic­
turesqtte inlet of tho sea which is kno\\rn a3 
Bondi Bay. One minute later tho professor 
\\-·as ringing the front door bell. · 

His sttmmons ,vas ansvlered bJt a neat set·­
,·ant. 

''Is lir. Robinson at home?'' nsl{cd tf10 
professor. 

'' No sir'' renlied the maid. "But !\.'.Irs. , . . 
Robinson is in.'' 

''Good! I "'·ill see Mrs. Robi11sor1," sai(i 
the professor, ns lie stepped across t!ic tl1rcs• 
hold. 

The servant ttshcred him into a cosily-f tlr­
nished dra\Ying-room. . 

'' What name, sir?'' she nskcd. 
'' Mr. Nelson Lee!'' said t!1c ~professor 

boldly. 
The servant departed. A moment or t,v,, 

later an elderly lady, whose eager face be~• 
trn.yed .her curiosity, entered tho roorn anc.1 
greeted him cordiall)1 • 

' 'I am proud to make tho acqtlainta11ce of 
so famotts a det.ecti\·e as yourself, !\fr. I..,ec, '' 
she said. '' What o\·er is the exciting 1nystury 
,vhich is connected ,,yitl1 t.hat silvc:t· 
statuette?'' 

The professor smiled. 
'' Is the statuette here?'' he asl,ed, strivi11g 

to speak calmly, thottih every 11ervo in his 
body ,vas tingling ,v1th suppressed cxcito• 
ment. 

'' Oh, yes,'' sa.id l\Irs. Robinson. '' It is i11 

my husband's safe. But he left mo l1is kel·s 
in case you called before he returned.'' 

The professor bowed. 
'' If you will kindly let me see tl1e statu .. 

otte;' he said, 11 I will show you in a moment 
where the documents are concealed.'' 

P ROFESSOR RYMER hau scarcclv 
finis11ecl speakinJ before a tall l·ount; 
fella,,·, dressed 1n flannels, c11tcred tl1u 
room. 

''!tly son,'' explained l,f1•s. Robinson. 
'' Tom, this is l\ilr. Nelson Lee, th·e famous 
detective. I expect )fr. Howard told yot1, •• 
she wont on, smiling at the professor, ,~ that 
Tom was to return the statuette 011 l1is \\·ay 
back to England. He is _graduating at Cnru­
bridge, vot1 know, hut had to <'ome hon10 

• • o,v1na to ill-health_'' 
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To1r, g1"eeted the professor ,vith anything In one hand tl1e professor I1eld the body ·ol 
b11t enth•Jsiasm. It wm, plain to be see11 that the Silver Dwarf, in the other he held the 
the youn~ t1r1dcrgraduate \-Vas bitterly disap• head. 
poi rited with the first vie\V of the '' fnmo11s ' 41 The body, a~ you see, is hollow,'' 110 said, 
detective." - a:J he !aid the head on the table. '' I11sida 

., Mr. Lee ,vou,d like to see the st-att1otte it, as yo11 also see, are the document, of which 
now,'' sa1,:J Mrs. Robir.1son. hand111g the boy I spoke.'' 
a httnch (jt keys ., Will you fetch 1t, please?'' He drew out a packet of papers, folded 

Tom l~ft the room, and presently returned into the smallest possible oompa!s, and 
,vith the Silver Ihvarf 1n his har1d. , faste11ed together with red tape. 

'· There's a taxi Just driven up to the tro11t Amid breathless silen~e, and withot1t a 
door,., he said, as he placed. the statuette on tremor of his long, thin fingers, Rymer un­
a small rour1d table 111 f 1·ont of tl1e professor. tied tl10 knot of the tape arid u11folded the 
'' I ,voztd~r wl10 at ca11 be?'' papers, \vl1ich consisted of three ce1·titicat<~s 

~, Per!1aps 1t is yot1r fatJ1er, '' said Mrs. a11<J a ~eet of ordinary r1otepaper,- covere<I 
Ri.>bi11s011. ., He k11e,v that ~1r.. Lee \Va• \Vith l\'"riting. ~ 
com111g here this (I}t]rn1r1g, arid J1e maY. hav·e Then S<,mebody rapped at the door. 
hurried bcJrne to meet him.,, / '' Cotne in I'' cried Mrs. Robinson, !omewhat 

A bell ra11g. impatiently. 
'" It ca11·t be lather.'' said l'om. ••Hli 1~hc door opened, and the servant a11pearcd. 

wouldn't ring the bell. of course. \Vho ~n ''If vou please, ma'am, it isn't the doctor .. ' ' ·t , ., ~ 

1 oe • sl1e said. '' It's a gentJe·n1&n who \Vishes to 
'fhe ~a,ne que~tio11 was agitating the pro- see yot1,· a11d· ,vho says his name is Mr. Nelso11 

fcssor. Who could it be? Lee l'' 
'' I kno\\· whc, tt 1s," said A1rs. Robinso11, ,, Nelson Lee!'' 

a~ d 6Udde11 idea occurred to her. "' It's the It wa.s Tom ,vho spoke aln1ost sl1outing tho 
doctor, Tom. It's a week ago to-day since \Vords. 
h~ was ht,1-e, &Jtd be ~aid, if you remeinber, '•I iJlot!t,l1t you said yt)llt !1an1e \,·as Na·5'1U 
that. he \Vuuld r•all aga111 an about a "'eek's Lee!'' he \Vent on, addresair1g tl10 professor. 
time to exarni11e y<1u thoroughly. Tell Mary ,, So it is!' said Rymer boldly. 
to sho\V h1n1 i11to the di111r1g-room, and yo1J ''I don't believe ,t!'' retorted Tom hotly. 
ca11 ce h1u1 aftt,r ~1,· Lee h~ gorie. '' '' I believe you're an impostor! At any rate, 

Tom darted to the drawing-room door. The I'll soon find out I'' 
servar1t was just passiug on her \\"ay to the He sprang to the door arid vanished in the 
front door. directior1 of· the dining-room. • 

. "If_ that's th~ . d<X'tor," said 'fom,. ·• sho,v ·' 1-1 hope there's no mistake,'' faltere{l 
h,im tJ1to the _din!ng-room, a~d tell,, him that lirs. Robinson • 

. 111 be with him 1n a few m111utes. Th f h d h' h Id b t a pro essor s rugge 1s s ou ers, u 
The ilervant pa.1tsed on, ai1d 'l,om returned did 110t deign to reply. He knew tJiat he 

into the drawing-r0<>m, closing the door be· . ,vas trapped-that be could not hope to escape 
.hi11d him. \Vith the precious papers yet never for a:1 

'' A11d r1ow, Mr. Lee,'' daid 1rlrs. Robinson, instant did his presence of mind desert hitn. 
tui-nii1g _ to the prof.essor, ··there is the 8tatlt- He knew that be had only to destroy tho 
ette. You say · that Jt coritains important papers before the detective L·eached the room, 
docun1t!nts may "'·e hope that before you and al) ,vould still be well-for him I 
leave yo1J wilJ gratify our cur1os.ity by show• 
irig us where tliey are concealed 7,, . With lightning-like rapidity he glanced at 

· \Vi th the greatest plt>asure. in the wc;,rld, ,, the contents of the sheet of notepaper, then 
said Mark· Rymer, bowirig .cotirteousJy. he placed it on the top of the three certificat~s 
· HP took tho stattiette irl ftis hands. Every and ripped the whole packet across-once, 

ne1·ve in his body was ti11gling with supp1·essed t,vice, thrice. - · · 
· · · Mrs. Robineo11 sprang towards him and . exc1tement. h I · b th 

·'To l,,ok at the statuette,'' he said, '.'.you caug t 11m Y e arm. . 
,vould say that it was composed of a eir1gle. '' Why are you tearing t.~em llp ?'' sl1c de-

I Th · h manded. solid piece of si ver. . at 15 uot 80' 0 "'t:ver. He · pushed her aside, and Jaid the little 
In reality, the head is formed of one Pit:ee• heap of paper on the tiled hearth of the fire­
a11d th·e body of a110t~er, the head he1!1g 
sl<ltted into the body in a re~arkably ~n• place. There was no fire in the grate·; but 
geniot1s rnanner. the secret of which was only an oil-stove, used to warm the room tor short 
l~I)O\Vn fjo the late Lord Easin~ton and myself. periods during the chilly eveni11gs ·or that 

'' In order to sep~rate the ~tatu!!tt-e' into its time of the year. stood inside the fender. 
e<1mJJOnent parts, I take the head 111 one hand The p1"ofessor pushed open the l1inged top 
-so-and t.he body in the other. I give the and lifted ottt the container, unscrewing tht! 
h<~ad a slight tun1 to the right-thus-and cap.. He tilted it and pottred out the oil, 
the body a slight tum to the left. I p~ll dre1ichi11g the papen. • 
the head-you see ho\v the i1eck is le11gthening Agai11 Mrs. Robinson caught him by tho 
-:-t11m · it round until the faoe is looking haok• arm, wl1ilst at the same time she raised her· 
w~rds ~ push it- do\vn, t11rn t.he. fa~e round voice in a piercing cry of alarm. · Agair1 
~ the front ajain,··pull. it up,_and··beh~td!:'. Rymer shook her off. and even as he di<l 

A cry of wonderment burst from their_ lips. so an anall-ering about was heard from ·the 
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dining-room, fo!lo\'t·ed by tl1e rt1sl1 of l1t1rrying 
feet. · 

'' Too late, m~r frien<l, too l:1tc.\ tor} late t'· 
the professor mt1rmured to l1in-1se?f. ''Too 
late to save the papers, bttt just i11 lime to 
see the l,laze l'' 

Ile ,vhipped Ottt l1is mntcl1bcx an(l strttck 
n match. He applied 1t to tl10 littlo pile of 
papers ou tl10 l1carth, ancl in tl10 t\vinkling 
c•f a.n eJ1 ~ they ,vero ,vrar~pcd in a sl1ect of 
clazzliz1g flame. __ ......, 

CHAPTER 19. 
. 

Beaten at th-e Post! 

N ELSON LEE lino,v notl1ing of t.lie ct111-
ning scheme ,vl1icl1 M:irlt R)'mer hacl 
l1atched for sccurirlg · tl:1e Silver 
D\varf. Ile l~no,v, of co11rs_e, tl1at the 

professor had traY-ellecl from C-0lon1bo to 
Adelaide, uud from Adelaido t.o Mclbottrne, 
l·•v tl-10 same boat and tl10 sarl1e train as him­
self. I-le knew that i1nrl~ Rl:mer ,,·ottld 
nrri,·c in SydncJ' at tlto sarr1c tln1u as himself, 
h11t he calculated · tl1at 1t \YOttld talie the pro-. 
f cssor n t least a cottplo of l1ottrs-indced, pro­
l,ably a cottplc of da:rs-to discover Mrs. 
l{obinson's ad(Jress. 

\\"'he11 tl1e clotccti \~e stepped i11to the S,ydney 
trai11 at Melbot1rr1e, he ,vas ,vell a"'~are that 
l1is ri v·al l1ad alrcacly talion l1is seat 111 a first­
class carriage ir1 tl10 forepart· of the train. 
But, ir1 tl1e circurr1sta11ccs, tho deteoti\,.e coul,J 
not possibly f 01·escc tlic necr-ssity for any 
l111rry. 

Tl1e co11sequences \Tas tl1at tl1e detective did 
not deem it neccssai·y to mal~e any special 
arrangements for ar1ybody to meet him at 
8J·dr1ej,,.; but contente{l hitnsolf with the 
1ncntal resol, .. e tl111.t as soon as lie arrived he 
,\·ould take a taxi, drive to tl1e Ro:yal Hotol 
i11 George Street, l~a ve l1is luggage tl1ere, and 
then go do,,1n to \\7 a \·erlE:y-i11 the same taxi 
,rhich e<lttld \vait for him 01.1tsitle the l1otcl. 

Notl1ing transpirecl to ca11sc l1irr1 to alter 
t11ese plans ttr!til tl1e trui11 pt1lled up 1n 
S~ydney Station. \Vitl1 tl1e object of calling 
n porter, he thrttst hi8 l1ead ot1t of the car­
riage wir1do\,., ur1(l cvc11 as l10 dicl ~o l1e ,,vas 
astonished to see the profes$or anll a red­
l1aircd man ht1rrying out. of t.l1e station a.i 
fast as their legs ,vottltl carr,· them. 

Tl1is ir1stantly arottsetl l1is sttspicions_, ar1rl 
110 sprang ottt of tho carriage nncl glided after 
tl1cm. By the time l1e reachecl the outside 
of the station, however, )lark Ryrner l1acl 
<iriven a,,,.ay and \t"as ottt of sight, ,,·hilst the 
1·ccl-haired man had mi11g'locl ,vith tho cro,vd, 
and ,,,as no,vhere to be see11. 

'' I don't like thti loo~~ of t.his at all,'' mt1t. 
tcrcd Nelson Lee to hims£•lf. '' I don't seo 
110,v it,s possible for l\1nrk R) .. mer to ·ha ,·e 
found out Mrs. Robinson's adtlress, and yeL 
-,vhere has he gone ? \\ihj" has he rushed 
a ,vay in sucl1 a hurry, and ,vitl1ottt l1is lttg-­
gage, too? Of courso, it doesn't really matter 
mucl1 if l1c l1as gont-~ to ~fr.s. Ilc•bi11sor1~:,,, for 
l \\·ired to l1e1· tl1at sl1e \Yasn>t to part. \Yith 

the statuette, or t.o gi\"e any information 
about it until I arri\·ed. '' 

Hc,,,,ever, the detectiv·c ,vas \Yorriecl, ancl 110 

decided to chango his plans. 
He rett1r11cd to the t.rain, pointed ottt, l1l ~ 

ltiggage to a ()Orte.r, and instrttctcd l1i1n to 
send it on to tl1e Royal Hotel. ThC\11 110 

called a taxi ar1cl gave the or{icr: 
''l\~a11hoe IIouse, \Va,·erley-as l1arcl ns ~·ot, 

cat1 go!'' . 
He arrivecl at Ivanhoo IIott~o nt ha!f-r>nst. 

eleven, nearly a qua.rter of an hour afte1" tlu~ 
professor. He rang tho bell, a11tl in clno 
t'Ottrso the <loor ,va.s 01)cno<l b),. tl1c snrvant. 

'' Is ifrs. Robir1so11 at. home?'' he a~liccl . 

COMING NEXT WEDNESDAY I 

'' Yes, sir," replied the servant. '' Do yott 
,vish to seo l1er? '' 

'' If you please .. '• said Nelson IJee. 
Tho servant ttshared him into the di11i11g­

room, ,vl1ich \\"llS at the opposite c11d of tl1e 
llassage to the drn,ving-room. 

'' \\1l1at nnme, sir?'' sl1e asked. 
''}Ir. Nelson Lee,'' lie replied. 
Tho servant stared at hi1n ,,,.ith ill-c-011cealell 

nmazement; bt1t ere l1e cot1ld qt1estio11 her, 
she closed tl10 cloor and left l1im to his O\Vtl 
reftections. 

Three-quarters of a minute pa.ssed, tl1en tl1e 
door burst open, and Tom dasl1ed into tl1,:, 
room. 

'' Ah, tl1is is more like tlie sort of man l 
expected yot1 to be!'' cried the yottng 11nder­
gradt1ate, a~ l1c ,vrt1ng t.he detective's l1and, 
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''I thought It was a funny tl1i11g if that ante- moment Mrs. Robinson's voice waa hcnl'd 
diJuviau mummy with tl1e parrot's beak was shouting for assistance. 
the famous Nelson .Lee I_" . Led by Tom. the detective dasl1ed out of 

The detective stared 1n s11rpr1se. the dining.room, but ,vhilst they were still .in 
''\Vhat do you mea11 ?'' he dcn1anded the pasage they heard the sound of a striki11g· 

a,viftly. '' Has somebody been imperso11ating match. · 
me?'' ,. He's b11rning thrm 1'' s11appcd Nelso11 

''Trying to,'' said Ton1., '' I tho11ght.--~, Le.e. · 
'' Never mit1d what yot1 tl1ot1ght !'' said the He flung himself at the drawing-room door 

detective, intcrru11ting l1i111. '' Tell me quickly and crashed into the room, where a single 
,vhat happened.' 1 glance sufficed to sho'W him "?hat had hap-

'' A fellow arri~cd abottt a qt1a1·ter of an pened. Swiftly he snatched up a small skin 
J1our ago, and asked to sco n1y father,'' said rug a11d darted to,vards tl1e fireplace, but 
Ton1. '• Whet1 tl10 serva11t told him that n1y quick a.e tl1011ght tl1e professor whipped out 
fat.her was otit, lie aslic<l to see my 1nother. a revolver 0.11d planted l1imself in front of 

Another Extra-Special, Ext~­
Long Detective Story of 

Nelson Lee. 

I •• 'fBE MISSING HEIR I tt 
' . 

With the aeore.t of the documents hidden 
inside the Silver Dwarf now revealed, all 
seems plain sailing for Nelson Lee to Ond 
the missing heir to the Ensfngton fortune. 
But the famous detective soon discovers that . ' ' 

such is· not the case. 
The ·WIiy Professor Rymer is far from 

beaten·. Plotting and scheming, he seeks 
to remove from his path forever the one 
man who is capable or spoiling his game. 
-Matching fearless resourcefulness against 
cunning and villainy, Lee and the profes5or 
fight the next phase of their battle In the 
wildest bush regions ol Australia. 

Here is a \"ivid · detective-adventure story 
that is crammed with excitement, action 
--and thrills ! 

ORDER IN ADVANCE I 

]Io said that l1is na111c ,,·as ~elsor1 Lee, a11·1 
tl1at l1e had called for tl1at silve1~ statt1ette 
,\·l1icl1 ~frs. IIoward l1acl left on board the 
Be11 o-ali. '' 

0 • 1· ,,, · .. 1 
'' Dor1't say tl1nt j ... OLl ga vc 1t to 111n. cr1L~ 

tl1c detective sharply. 
'' But I did,'' said '1"0111. ,r In fact, I ,va~ 

just l1a11dir1g it to l1i111 ,,·lien yot1 ra11g tl1e 
bell, a11d l10 l1ad just s11ovitl us ,vl1ero the 
tloctln1e11ts \Vere co11cealcd wl1cn the serva11t 
k11ockctl at tl1e dra \Vi11g•1·00In door and said 
tl1a t l~ou \Vero l1erc.'' 

Tl1e detective's eyes blazer]. ., 
'' You 1nca11 tl1at l1c's still l1c1·c-,,·l1e1·e ?· 

llo lle1nandecl. 
''In tho clra,vi1Jg-roo111 ,,·it11 111oth~r.-'' re-

1111ecl Tom. 
Lee lca1-Jt to,yaru~ the u~Jor Ulltl C\"Cil al tl1a~ 

him. 
'' Sta11d back, or I fire ! '' he cried. 

N 01 .. HING dau11ted, the detective to·ok 
a flying leap at his exultant foe and 
literally toppled him head over l1eels. 
Before the professor could scramble 

to his feet. Tom threw himself upon hin1 
and pinned _him to the ground. At the same 
i11stant tl1e detecti,:ro flung the rug on tl1e 
top of the blazing documents and tramplccl 
011 it with his feet. 

\Vhen the last trace of smoke had c~ascd 
to issue from 'beneath the rug, ho cautiousll1 

lifted it t1p. A short laugh of satis(actio11 
broke from hie lips. The professor l1a<l 
<lrer1ched tl1e papers witl1 oil. By doing so 
he had 11artly def eatcd his ov.·n ends, for tl1e 
l1ighly imflamn1ablc oil had merely bl.izC'd 
away on the surface of the scraps of paper, 
leaving the paper itself comparati,~ely i111-­
injured. 

In one or two insta11ccs, where t.110 oil had 
bur11t itself out, or where some particular 
scrap had escaped tho professor's drencl1ing, 
tho paper \\1as Rcorched or even charred; but 
in the main tl1e preciotts documents, barring 
the fact that the'- had been torn tlp into 
f rngnient~, were l1t.tle or none the ,vorse £01· 
lfark Rymer's attempt to destroy them. 

Having ascertained this (act, the detecti,·o 
rratl1ercd t1p the little heap of paper scraps 
a11cl laid t11cm on the table. He then drc,v· 
Oltt his revolver and tur11ed to Tom, ,vl10 
,,·a.s still k,1ecling on Mark Rymer's cl1cst, 
,vith his hands on the impostor's throat. 

'' You may let him get up,'' he said. 
rrom sprang to hie feet and secured tho 

f u.llen revolver. l\ifark Rymer rose moro 
cletiberatcly and rearranged his disordered 
clothes. Thc11 he stood for a moment facing 
Nelson Lee, arched his rottnded shottlders, 
a11d peering and blinking like some half -
a,vakened o,vJ. 

"You can lower your revolve?,'' he said at 
last. '' I kriow when I am beaten 1'' 

He ttlr11ed to ).f rs. Robinson. 
i;, \V ill yot1 believe mo, · madam,'' ]10 said, 

n1aking her a courteous bo,v, ., that tl1c 
thi11g ,v l1ich · I most deeply regret in al) this 
111or11i11,ll's proceedings is the fact that I acted 
son1ewhat rudolv to,vards yott a moment ago? 
Mr. Lee will tell yo\1 that I am a scoundr~i. 
Maybe I am. At any rate, I trt1st that I am 
a. g~11tleman, and as s11ch it is a matter of 
prof ot111d regret to me· t.hat I should have 
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forgotten e,,.en for a moment tl1(~ courtes:y 
due to a ladv. Accept. my dear ?tfrs. Robin-., . ,, 
son, m)· sincere and humble apologies. 

The11 he turned to Tom, who ,,·ns standing 
with his l;>ack to tho fireplace. 

'' As for .}"OU, sir,'' he contir1t1cd; '' I am 
delighted to find that my old ttni, .. ersi~y-I?r 
I am a Cambridge man m)·self-1s still 
capable of turni11g ot1t .}·oung men of brains 
and sino,v. At the same time, I am ratl1er 
i11clined to t}1ir1k that somo of us old fogies 
are more than a n1atcl1 for you youngsters 
even yet. You smile? You aro thinking 
that rece11t events disprove tl1at I sn~:. Bltt 
how abottt this?'' 

He \\'as looking at 1,on1, bt1t at tl10 same 
insta11t as he uttered theso ,vords, and " 9 ith­
out tur11ing his l1cad, he last1cd out ,vith his 
fist and caught Ne!s011 Lee a rasping blo,Y on 
the poiz1t of the jn.,v. 

S·o completely was tl1c <lt.'lccti \'C ta ken off 
his gtJard that l-1e staggercll back, stumbled 
over the -little table on V."hicl1 l1~ liatl placed 
the paper scraps, a.nd measured l1is lengtli on 
the floor. · 

Even before the detect.ivo reacl1ed the 
floor the professor lo~\·ered his hen<l, rttshed 
at Tom, n11d hutted hin1 back\\·ards into the 
fireplace. The 11cxt instant, \vitl1 a 1nccking 
cry of triumph, ho darted Ottt of the roon1. 
rushed from tho t1ouse, sprang into tl1e car 
which had brotlght him from t.lic ~tatiorl, nod 
was dri, .. cn a \\'av. .. 

Bv the time that Tom an(t Nelson I .. co had 
pick.ed themselves t1p and had reached thl, 
garden gate, the car ,vas out of sight. A 
quarter of a11 l1our later it pullccl up at t.he 
door of Sinclair's Agency, in Pitt Street, 
and as Ma.rk Rvmer clambered otlt tie n1ltt­
tered sof ti,,. to himse1f : .. 

'' The prize isri't lost ~·et l I n1uy 11ot· have 
been ablo to destro~' tho proofs of my 
cousin's secret n1arriage, bt.1t I have found 
out ,vl1ere his s011 is, a11d if onl:r I cn.u dis­
pose of l1im before Ne!s011 I,ce nrrivt-s I 
sl1all then be the sole and t111{lisptltcd heir 
to the title and estates!'' 

CHAPTER 20. 
The Secret of the Dwarf I 

T \'\"O hours ola_psed. It \\"ns lialf-past 
one. ~Irs. Robinson arid her so11, 
together with Nelson Lee, ,,·ere sit­
ting _ in tl10 dra,vini;.-roon1 at I ,Tan~oo 

House. Witl1 the help of fom, the detective 
l1ad pieced together tho various f r1:1-gmen~.s 
of paper, and had rearratigcd tlic-m 1r1 the1r 
proper order. 

The three certificat.cs, boing ,,,rittf\n on one 
eide of tl1e paper only. had be-on pasted 011 

t}1ree separate sheets of foo~scap. 
In the co.so of the sheet of r1otepaper, wl1ich 

was covered wit,h writing on both· sides, t.hc 
detective had pasted it on to a sqnare slip 
of glass, so tl1n.t both sides could L,~ r~nd ,,·itl, 
eqt1a.t ca.sc. 

Se,1'eral of tho paper f ragmonts l1ad been 
l1adly scorched by the flames, and some l1ad 
been completely charred. The conseqt1ence 
was that there ,vere several blanks in the 
reconstructed documents where the po.per 
had been charred, and in other places where 
the paper had been scorched the writing "',.as 
1norc or less illegible. _ 

Nelson Lee ·had briefly related the facts of 
the case f ram the time of the late IJord 
Easingto11's confession, and the dctecti, .. e's 
s11bsequent race across the world to prevent 
Professor R~rmor from securing the Silver 
Dwarf and destroJ·ing the documents it cor1 .. 
tained. 

Mrs. Robii1son and her son had bco11 
enthralled liste11ers, and no,v that Lee had 
examined the documents they were eager to 
learn their contents.. -

Nelson Lee picked up the sheet of paper 
,vhich he had pasted on the slip of glass. 

'' This,'' l1e said, '' is Lord Easington's o\\·11 

statement, ,vrittcn by himself at Easingto11 
Towers. The dates l1ardly matter to tts. l11 

one or two papers, as you sec, the paper l1as 
been destro,yed by the flames, but the greater 
part of his lordsl1ipts statement is perfcctl.v 
decipl1ern.ble. Read it for yourself.'' 

i1rs. Robi11s011 took the slip of glass and 
ottenti,rely pert1scd the following state1nc11t, 
tl1c dotted lines rcpresonting t.he places 
where the paper had been dcstroj·cd, or 
where tho ,vriting ,vas illegible . 

'' Easington To\\·crs, 
1'.1arcl1 10th, • • • 

'' I do not kno,v whether I sl1all e\·cr 
havo tl1e courage to make a pttblic co11 .. 
fossion of t}10 follo,ving (acts; but, b:y 
,, .. ay of easing my conscience, I nave 
decided to place on record the truo . . . 
I am supposed to be a bachelor, but 
. . • on l;ebruary 14th, 1907, I ,,·as 
secretly 1narricd to Edith Armstrong, t•1c 
orpl1a11 dattghter of • . • married at 
the {Jaris}1 cl1urch of Wrexham, in \'""ales. 
I ,,,as rnarricd in the nnmo of Reginald 
Brucu . . • ,vif e never kne,v thnt I ,,·as 
Earl of • • • 

'' Ten montl1s a!ter our marriage u. 
son ,vas born • • • registered as 
Ricl1ard Bruce. Two days later my \vif o 
,vas taken ill, and within a ,veek sl1e ,,·us 
clead. The nt1rse who attended her 
• . . ,vidow, named Catherine Sc~·­
mour, a.11d I ga.ve her a thousand _pouncfs 

· to adopt the child as her o,vn. I ne\~cr 
told her that I ,Yas the Earl of Easi11gto11 
• .. . and in November~ 19081t ~he 
emigrated to New S·outh \'\1ales, a11d tooli 
tl1e child "·it.h l1cr. 

'' F . ht b t . or e1g een fCBrS . . • ll 1n 
1926 I was seized ,v1th a fit of fCmorsP. 
n11d made ttp my mind to • • • • So I 
wrote to S1nclair's Detective Age11cy. 
Pitt Street, Sydney . • • f ttll pa.rtict•­
lars . . • utmost secrecy • . . asli<'O 
them to find ot1t if my son ,,,as st-ill alive, 
and ,,·here he was. 
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' '1 r(~<:ci\"ctl tl1ci!· re(Jly ir1. December, 
1926. 'fliey tolJ 1110 tJ1at R1cl1a1:cl 8?~1

-

lllOlll\ as lie is no,v callcc.1, ,,1 as still al1Yo 
a11d u1l.1ploj:ed as a stockn1an • • • opo 
of t.he stations . • . bt1sl1 • • • 1r1-
·!crior or Ne,v Soutl1 \VaJcs. fl'ho 11an10 
of l1is crr111loycr, tl1e~' saiJ. ,va.s .t\udrc,v 
l\Iacpl1cr~o11,. u11d tl1e stutio1~ at ,vl1icl1 110 

·,,, as c1111Jloycc-l '" as s1ttlatcd • . 
Do,v11s, abot1t • • • n1ilcs sot1th of 
• • • ga.11. • • • 

'' Dy t!10 time I received tl1is ne,Ys 
• • . fit of rc111or~c pa.~::cu a ,Yay • • • 
110 f urthcr actiOJl . . . l1ave ,v1~ittc11 
tl1is . . . conceal it, ,\itl1 tl10 proofs of 
1r1y marriage, i11 t tiu Sil\·cr Dv,a.rf. So1no 
1Jav, llcrl1a1)s • • . tell tho trutl1 .. 

~ '' (Sig11ed), 
'' EASINGTO~.'' 

H ~\ VING rc~t<l tl1_is i11tcrc&iing dO(!ll· 
111c11t, l\Irs. RolJi11so11 handed it bacl{ 
to Nelso11 Lee. . 

'' Those otl1cr pa(JCrs, I s11ppose, '' 
~J:o saicl. '' aro tl1e proofs of 11is lordship's 
111arriagc. ,, . 

•• 1'I1ey are 111orc tl1a.11 tJ1at, '' rcpliecl tl10 
Jctect.i,re. '' 'fl1is ,vl1ic!1 I l1old i11 my l1a11rl is 
a copy of !1is 1narriago cortificnte. This 
i~ tI1c baptis1ual certificate of l1is son, ,,-ho 
,vas cl1ristc11e<1 Richard Bruce. ,,,ho is 110,v 
k:110,v11 as Ricl1ard Se~lmot1r, but ,.,.110 is really 
a.11tl trttly-110,v that l1is f atl1er is dead--tl1e 
t•J11tl1 Lord -Easi11gto11. 

i' .t\11d tlli~, tf1c last of tho thrco ccl't-iflcate~, 
jg a copy 0£ the ccrtificato of the deatl1 of 
l~uit.11 Bruce, otl1cr,visc Lad~,r Easi11gton, wl10 
is e<Jrtified to l1ayo clied of pllorperal fc,·er 

(Conti111te(l on 2;age 44.) 
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The score's now even, 2 all ... the whistle blown for 
half-time. Half-time for a brief rest and a refresher. 
That means Wrigley's ... of course. Nothing like 
a piece of Wrigley's to refresh you during the game. 
It keeps the mouth fresh ... makes you feel alert. 
Wrigley's helps the digestion, too, and cleanses 
the teeth. Use it '' after every meal.'' 
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By 
HERBERT FORD 

ID the Flytng Fisll, a wonder craft that travels through water au.d air, Tom Cook 
and bis cousin, Alva Vandeck, are searching for the City of Gold. Entering a 
tounel, they flnd themselves co~onted by a gigantic waterfall. With engines 

racing, Al steers the Flying Fish up this roaring wall of water. 

-· 

Ben Overboard! 

L ll{E a giga11tic gree11 ,·e.il tltat ,vas 
spread from side to side of the caver11, 
that l1t1ge ,vaterfall tur11bled. Al cot1ld 

tell tl1at it mt1st Le falli11g fro1r1 a tremer1<lot1s 
height; the rocks be11cath tl1e roari11g \Vater 
~vere not visible, yet the fact that tl1e silvery 
ligl1t of the moo11 filtered throt1gh- told_ Al tl1at 
Sf)tne,vhere UJl above \\,.as the open air. 

'l1 he verj· t.hoLtght of it inspired l1im {lfter 
tl1e stuffy and st1lphurot1s air of tl1at 1~n~er­
rtrou11d ttinnel; httt it seemed tha_t the F ly1r1g 
f."ish could ne,·er climb against the tren1er1rl<Jtts 
!Jressure of air causecJ hJl' _ the sttction of the 
roaring ,vaterfall. 

AI ,vas never likely to forget. those tor1se 
!l1oments as he crouclied do,v11 iz1 tl1e coclipit 

n11d ,vatched tl1at green veil of ,vater ,vJ1ieh 
cataracted abotlt l1im, soaking him fron1 hc~ad 
to foot. He l1ad b11t little space ir1 ,vhich t~J 
maricct\,,re the craft ur1til ho l1ad passed tl1e 
roof of the tt111nel, ,vhen the shaft ope11ecJ 
ot1t so1ne fift.Y feet more. He had s,vitclied 
o~ the auto-gj:ro, ,vhich er1abled tl1e }'ish to 
climb a11d hover. · 

Ile cottld fai11tly hear , .. arious bangs n nd 
crasl1es as looso articles clattered about insicfc 
the ht1ll, and he smiled grimly ns ho thougl1t 
of the three cased up like sardines 

"TJ1at'll be old L11lt1's bnck teetl1 !" l1e 
grin11ed, ns a lot1d clatter came from ,vitlii'n. 
'' I hope the old ship does11't shake her 
engines loose, for if ,ve fall back bel,J,v­
,vell, it's good-b~·e, everybody l'' 
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As the ftying-boat steadily climbed t='10 
p1;esst1re of air dimi11ished, and l1er speed in­
creased until at last Al could see the sks, 
sp,1ngled witl1 millions of stars; saw tJ1e 
glorious moonlight, and U'!en felt ~ b1·eath £?f 
,1;011derfully fresh, keen air. He 111flated his 
lungs and gave a great gasp of relief. Ai1d 
at last the Fish shot up above the falls, and 
he \Vas able to bring her to a11 even keel 
once more. 

Ile kept l1er hovering over the chasm, 
bo,vever, and, 1·olling back tl1e hatch, calle<.I 
for Tom to come ttp. 

'' Con1e ot1t and gaze on a sight yo11'vo 
ne,,.er seen befo1·e, and I hope ne,·er will 
again!'' Al shouted. '' Look dol\·n there, old 
top! That's ,,,.hat the old Flying .lt"'ish has 
come out ·of; bang otit of the bo,~lels of the 
earth ! · Gee, I've been stnr1dint 011 my hea,I 
,~·ith my heart tur11in, somersaults and my 
heart in my boots. But ,ve've done· it!', 

Al kept the boat ho,,.ering for as long as l1e 
cot1Jd to give the otl1er a vie,v of the terrible 
cliusm that t.hey had lite1·ally cra\vled out of. 
J..,ulu ga,le 011e long look do,,·"11\,rards, the11 
tu-rnt=d all"ay, shaki11g his head. 

.. I. fir1d it hard to -beticve t.l1at \\'e are 
still alive:' he said, sl1aki11g his head to and 
f1'0 like an old elephant. 1o, This is indeed a 
boat of mi'racles, a·nd passes beyond my 
ur1 derstandi rig." 

_-i\.fter an hour's crt1ise along" the river, they 
tied up. i11 a little back,vater and tur11ed in, 
Jeavi11g· Lulu on watch. Back of them the 
m.igl1ty m~untains_.reared their peaks, seem­
ing to frown ·at these audacious mortals ,,,ho 
had dared to circ11mvent them. 

On either side of the ri,;er ,vas rolling high 
,~eldt, arid northwards were other mow1tains 
thro11gh which Tom guessed the river \\To11ld 
tnl{e them and-as it turned out-he was 
1·ight. -

Al and Ben Bold spe11t next day going 
ca ref t1lly over the engines :1nd the hull of 
the boat, in case she sl1ould have susta1r1ed 
any injury. But save ha,,ing to tighten up a 
fe,v 11uts and oil UP. here nnd there, no 1lery . . ~ ' extensive repairs "·ere necessary. 

'' \Ve can st(1rt bright and early in tl1e 
morning, old top,'' said Al to his cousin. 
"Y ott're sl,ipper, so make yot1r own arrange· 
ments." 

"Shall ,ve fly or stick to the ,vater, or are 
tl1ere any other means of locomotion 1hat this 
marveltous old 'bus contains?,, To111 asked 
\\?ith a smile. 

"Well, there's one other way she can get 
along. but I guess we'll keep that for later 
on, !1S it means some ndj11stme11t," replied 
the inventor's son. '' I gt1ess we won't ffy. 
t}1011gh, til] we have to, becat1se it uses up 
so much po\\·er. There's no violent h11rry, 
so we'l] jog a1ong on the !Urface.'' 

-Tho adventurers fol]owec} the wi11dings oJ 
the majestic river, stopping no,v and again 
to land and shoot for game. Time and ~gain 
they saw herd~ of ?U~alo, girnffe, elephants 
of unusually g1gant1c size on the veldt, · until 
at 1ast they reached the foothills of the 
mountains through which the river passecJ. 
As tl1e da:v wore on the cliffs on either side 

became higl1er a11d l1igl1er, ·a11d 110,v tl1ey 
,vere passing thro11gh a .gloo111y ca11~yon tl1at 
<tlmost sht1t out the dayJ1ght. 

'•Ugh, this gives m11h tl1' cree11s. boss!'' 
~nid He11, ,vho ,vas taking_ a11 "eagy J, 011 fleck 
,vhilst L11l11 attended to tl1e e11gines, nltl1ot1gl1 
little atte11tion ,,·us r1ecessa1)1 , for t~iey ran so 
s,veetJy that. it ,vas only as a precal1tio11 tl1at 
a11yor1e need , .. ~Ti1tcl1 then1. '" Y t1l1 clt111110 ho,,, 
mttch farther ,ve gotta go, I s'pose ?" 

'' I do not, Be11," clra,,11 led A!. '' All I 
k11ow is \\·e go 11ortf1,,~ard 11ntil ,vc I1it some• 
t11in'-tl1en ,vo'vc arri ,~ed ·!,, 

'' V cry good ,vay o' explori11', too!" said 
tho Ya11k, co1nfortablJ1 , as lie bit off a large 
fJiece oi' che,vir1g-gu1n. '' Bi1t I sJ1all be 
eternally glad ,vl1et1 \1le git ot1t o' tl1cso 
blamed canyons. L11lt1's got tho ,vind · i1p 
1>roperly-ho sa:ys this h~·ar ~"'ish _ -i~ ,,Titcl1• 
craft. I keelJ on cl1ipping l1im, but l1e do11't 
say a ,vor{).' . 

''Say, l g11ess I'd go a bit slo\v chippin' 
the Zt1lt1, Ben,'' sai<l Al gra,:-e]y. '' fie's a 
good cl1ap, b11t dor1't forget l1e's lJeen a 
,var1·ior in his time, arid he might ,,~nnt to 
scalp yo11, 01· ,vhate,·er these ZultlS do!" 

"A,v, what of it?'' snorted Be11 co11-
tcmptuot1sly. '' :\Ie, I've been a ,varrior, too I 
I bnttlecl ris n fcatl1er-,,YP.igl1t an' ,von tl1' 
cha111pior1sl1ip o' tl1' TJ .S. Navy I Hal!o, 
n11gget !''-ns tl1e giant Zttli1 aJJ11cared on 
<1e<·k. '' :~.lay I aslc \vhnt you're doin' a,vay 
from yc1· e11gines, ol' Tarbrusl1 ?'' 
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'' Ilnns Tom attends to them in my 
nbse11ce,'1 said the Zult, wi~h d:.!-,'11ity. "Ar,d. 
1nark ~rott, little man, heed your tongue! 
Your insolence is d1stns1~ful to me. Cease. 
or. I shall have to ch,,stise you !JJ 

"Yeah? Sez :yul1 !" grin11<-d Ber1. 
Lu111 sttclder1ly t,vi rled n11d ·pl· yfully ,11med 

a ter1·ific J?Ut1ch at tl1e little '\·unk. Be11 \\Tas 
quick as light. He grabl>ed the Zulu by the 
at1kle, and ,vith u sharp t\\·ist brougl1t him 
flo,v11 ,vit h n thttd on the deck. 1,l,e11 l1e 
clin1bed 011 to thE' p.■flstrnte Zulu's stoma:· h, 
pttmmelli11g liim ,,·ith his iror1-hard fists like 
a battcri11g-rum . 

.. Here, c11t that ottt !" ordered Al, laughing 
"Yolt'll be ovel'bonrd in a minut'J !" 

i\s }10 spoke there wns a s,,,irl alo11gsicie, 
-n11d the largest and m )St repttlsive-looking 
crocodi!e he l1nd ever seen took n sr1ap at. 
1 l1e t\vining legs ,,~l1i(lh \Vere d,~ngli11g 01,t­
t-,onrd. 
. lJ11consciot1sl~· the horrified Al ga,·e the 

idler a shnrp t\vist, a11d the nose of the 
J4 .. lying Fish sle,v'.'<l to the left. At thnt 
f:.e.co11d Lulu l1eaved the little Y nnk off, and. 
l1Pf<1re Al cot1ld gt·nb him, Ben was over the 
~ide ! 

"l\I_y stnrs, tl1at brt1te'll get him!" yelled 
A!, ancl n1ndc a dive for l1is rifle ,vhicl1 ,,·as 
j,1 tl1e cocl~JJit. · 

The Cliff Dwellers I 

Then ho stood on tho scaly back and, aa 
Al brought the boat alongside, tl1e huge Zttlu 
took a -flying leap aboard, ,vhilst Al finisl1cd the 
beast off with a rifle. 

The report of the gun echoed and re•c<·hned 
amongst the cliffs until it sounded like 0, machine 
gun_-with the most unexpected effect. 

There came shrill yells, liko tho chattering of 
apM, from each side of the cliffs, and 011t fro1n a 
thousand small ca,,...os trooped groups of weird 
fig1.1res. 

· Little dwarfs they were, of all shapes ancl 
degre~s, from coal black to horribll" distorted 
little beings witl1 t,visted limbs. 

But they were one and all armed "·ith cit.her 
tiny bows ancl arrows or diminut.i\'"e spears, ,vl1ich 
they cast with surprising strength and direction. 

'' By hokel'·, that's torn it ! '' Al )·elled. 
'' &low with you all-full speed ahead, Ben ! 
We've gotta get out o' this pronto.'' 

He zigzaggod the Fl)ring Fish acroEs and 
aero~~. so as to confuse the d,varfs' aim, but to 
his ast-0niRhment the sl1ower of arro,vs ceased 
ae sudde11ly as it had begun. 

A stra11ge and dismal c~r came from t.110 crowd 
of dwarfs a cry of astonishment, followed bv 
another single word which he could not catcl~, 
but which sot1nded like a name. Then one and 
all flopped down on their faces and raised the 
cry again, remaining bowed to the earth as if 
in worship. 

Al looked round in astonishment-to eee Tom 
Cook ~tanding on the whaledeck, st,aring i1l 

sleepl,'•eyed surprise. Tom had heard · tl10 
TTlf OUT B moment.'~ hcAitAt.il>ll. Lllltt hubbub, and came on deck as he was. 

dived over the Ri,ie t.o "'·hPre Ben had H~ had beo~ ll"ing- down with practically 
appeared just sbov(' the ~ttrface, Tlie nothing on, for 1t was very hot below. And no,v 
Zt1l,1 had jtlimp~d t.hP ,1p:Jy snout of as he stood on the l?ro'\\· ?f tl1e ~haledeck, an 

1.he groat brutR, n.nd hf' ltnew tl-,n.t in Another . errant shaft of sunlight lit up h1S curll'· gold 
J1alf-socon<i .the crococlil~ wo\1ld. dra.,a his little hai~ and int~nsely .whit.e ski~, outlining hi1n 
p3l tinder- ,v1tho11t hope of ev~r ru~ing again. aga.1Mt the cliffs. His curls, which ba.dl:y· needed 

" Get back to the hoat ! '" he fiho11 tecl, and the barber, seemed t.o stand out lilte a ha1o. 
~trt1cli out to where the crinkled Rnout and '' What's happened f ,, he a..~lced. 
hideot1s c~·es appeared abo,te t,he water. Tl1e '' \Vaw ! \Ve done it now, bans! '' cried 
t!rocodi_le was a very ancient one! and probably Lulu, pok!ng h!~ · hea~ out of the hatch, his 
sl1ort-s1ghtecl, llt1t for all t.hat 1t co\1ld move eyes gogglmg. l\ieth1nks baas Alv·a ha.s been 
,-vith alarming rapidity in itR nat,i,re element. and sh~~ the sacred crocodile of tl1cf3e strange 

De11 wa.~t-ecl no time, l)11t strur.k 011t. for t.he dwarf~. 
l•"l)'ing ~"i~l1. which had bP-Pn carrier) somo '' Tom-kttk ! Tom-kuk ! '' 
distance uwa,", Tho sound came 1noro dist.inctl)", n11d Al lookecl 

I~l1l11, n.rm~ti ~·itl1 onJ.y a knif P., R,vam Rtraight at. hiR cousin ctiriousl~·. 
fo1· the huge bonst., using n powerful crO.wl " By hokey, thei seem_ to }1~ye got your 
8troko. IJo cot1l<l SPP. that the agecl and half.. name pat, olrl man, ho said. "Y 011 ever bee11 

lJlind brut.A ~TaH no:;,ing abot1t trving to trace l1is hore before ! " 
11rey b)' r-:.meU_ but wa~ somewhnt confused by '' Of cot1rse not,'' replied Tom. '' I do11 't 
tl1is seconcl l1uman ph1ngin~ in. Luh.J macle a know what's biting them.'' 
l1n,lf-circle ns he neared thfl crocodile. dived . InRtincti,rely he raised his right l1and abov·o 
under it and came UJ? on the other i:;ide. ?•s head as he stood in the shaft of sunligllt., 

He grnt)IJed the cr1nkle-<i back, J?RVe s mi~ht.v Just as Al t.ur11ed on full power and elc,.,.ated t.ha 
llra,ro, and hauletl · himself ~trarlcile-legged 011 planes. Tho Fls1ing Fish rose from tl1e water 
t<, it~ seal~~ back. Thl' ~rreat tail thrashcrl the and_ sped tl1rot1gh tho air, and a great sl1out of 
,,,.at.er and the t1gly ~not1t quf\s1 P-d about, trying pra.180 went up fro°:1 the poor afflicted d,l·arfs as 
to make out wl1at t.hi:-a Rt.range boast was that t.ho st.range craft disappeared. 
was tnlcing Ruch liberties witl1 -l1im. . "_Than.ks be we'.re safe out o' tl1at,', said Al, 

Crash, crash ! ,v1p1ng his stream1ug forehPad. '' By gum, it 
As tnil and ~not1t smashed on t.o the water, was touch and go, old man. \Vhat's up ? " 

nr1d tl10 jaws snu.pped in a vain Rttempt to gi:ab . But Tom Cook didn't answer. He stood as if 
l1is. leg, Lulu t,rot1ght the heavy blnde of his in ~ trance lool,i~g back up the canyon ot1t of 
l~n1fo clown on to the only vt1lnerable part,-t.he whJch they l1ad Just flown. 
i-:oft skin anrl flesh at the joint of the nc,ck. lie (Nezt weel,'s chapters of tJ,i.s S,cper­
kr1ew t,hat _it ,would b~ vain to attempt to piorce '11l1rill Tale of Africa are full of sensational 
tl10 crococl1le s armour plating anywhere else. odvcnt1,res and s1•-r1msing developn1e1its.) 
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Lcf) is 110,v· rea<-1,y· to c111 Lark u11011 t l1,~ 11cx t 3tago 
, 1i l1is perilou:-, quest-a scarcl1 ior J)icl( S,.3Jrt110,1r, 

1110 i11issing l1eir to tl1c Ea~ingt<111 f~Jrt11no. Tl1e 
,Jctect.1\'"e\; a111azi11g a(lv,.e11ttire~ ,;.-ill ,),) ,.;i·-ri~-lly ... 
r:lcs,~rilJ•~u i11 11ext n·cek\, tl1rilli11g ~tory·, \Yhi;:•l1 
1 s c 11 t it I e ,_i ·: 

JIMMY'S JOKE~ 

DOCTOR'S ORDERS. 
\\ ... i..1£t1.:!.': ·· JJ.<:ra:~ ! ,,~1i~l_t t'~~r) )"01L , ; •:, _ \1. 1: :. 

t L •l~u te_~l~iJO•)I t~ in j- ,) !.1 r })•1~;J~et '? • ~ 
(; n ,;,, tu n ~ c r : · · I ) t), : t () l' · :=; , ) r :J r; r ~ . -' 
\\

7 u_iter : ~; ,\~littt ,.lo :yn1-1 11:..•30.!l ·? ·· 
THE MISSING ff EIR ! (;11.ston1cr : \a l'\"O jll~t l)C(;ll tt) t: .,) r ;. J' l.< :·. 
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'\~01.111.~ n.epl1e,v (to \tery stot1t t111c~le): ··L-11(:It::--, 

yo1-1 \\·ill 11leaso get i11to ~-our ,3,·e11i11.J •-'res~. 
·r11u11 I cun t.J1ro,v 111:,i" la11ter11 :3li<-1e8 ,·.:11 J-01lr 
~l1irt fro11t, u11<.l J"0ll ca11 lJo a tt1-lkio. ~, 

(li~a,t Litten., 3, 1"'/ie Ctos-~, E.;:1no~~th, !.:a..c; 7.J(•~,r 
H 1.f ar,J1?rl a. ha ,ulsoni'] icatch.) 

WIND UP. 
·r110 ti111iJ 111a11 l1atl jttst euterc(l Lis l2ot1se 

~11(l fot111d a l1ef t.y bt1rg1a.r it1 one of the r0on1~. 
L- \\Tell, a11<l wl10.t o.re yol1 going to •io 110w ? :-, 

1Jc,~1a11,Jod tl10 l)t1rglar i11 a ferociol1s "-oice. 
. ... ,,Tl1y-cr~I n1igl1t-or-l1eJp :you pacl< 
souf !•Jot," qi.la\·crt:!d tl1e frigl1tcnccl l1ou.s.-ll1•)l<.lcr. 

(.--t. /3ll·u.1nan, 20, T·redcga.r ,~'']~{fJi"I?, Br_;t{·, 
L 'Ji~ d.on) E. 3--ct JJ·'JCkl';t u·n l/,;t.) 

(~uc6~ (a.bl)llt to e11t~r !1:J.\It1t,~.1 ,_·:i:_~:~-~ -}1 , : 

~= Has a11jrthi11g llllll~ual l1a.111h~ll(~~1 I:1 •~:J11l~r~:~: :,. ~l 

,vith tl1i:3 1\Jo111 7 :, 
Host : ,; Not f 4Jr o,-cr 11fty j-~,: .. 1r~. ~, 
Gt1eBt : ; ' ,v11at lIUJ)l)tj}led t]1,~11 : : ~ 
Host : ~, ... .\. (l'e11tle1r .. a11 ,vl10 slept t!iCre C-:...t.:,J 

llown tu lJreakfast 110:xt 1norni11g ! '' 
(L. G•Jl,lt;,'J, 1'Tfi.,1 Dolphin., Bl-:t,:h.-~-::,;rtr-•_1 j)•:;--. 

k;~~Je.) 
CHAMPION. 

~~ ,v11i1t ! :, g1'u1nl.1led tl1e waiter. " S~1 tip ? 
\\ .. I-1:v I tl1e cl1a1upio11 111.i2er of tho tc)',\-11 ;J_ lwaJ--3 
~i\:-e3 mo a sl1illi11g ! ,, 

" 011, d,J€s lie 1 )' said tl1e ~urlt 1.li11,::r. :. \Ve1J, 
gaze upon tl1e ne,v cl1ampiun I , 

(_4. lV. Sr,i-itli, 23, St. _.J.1idrc~a's Ru'l•l~ _1f.~t} .. 
-i•tone--a pocl~ct 1.callet.) 

TAKEN LITERALLY. 
C01uma11di11g Of11cer (to raw recruit) : ~, X,J,~,-, 

111y man, I ,vant you to regard the regim\jnt a.8 ~t 

big band of brothers, a11d I'm t11eir fatl1er. J).) 
s-·011 undor,stand ? ~' 

l-tccrt1i t : '; Y cs, lla(l ! =' 
(B. Hoblcy, 20, Frederick Road, rr·yl-.le t_~·r-.:·_·!~, 

lT""arlcick-s/,.-irc-a- pocket u.·o.,ll'3.t.) 



' 
44 TllE !~tELSO'I\~ LEI~ L1Bll .... 4Rl;,-

·- •' ........ ' . • , . 

. 10'6 

BE~ TALL · Your Il•~'.iEd1t· ufcrr:·asetf _in 14 daJ8 
or lloncy . Back. An1n.11ng Co~trsF-. 

· \Y·1~i-to, f11rr FL•eo Ilqok, ·RC'Ilt pri\'atcly._-· STEBBlNG 
SYSTEM~-28 .. Dean Road, LONDON, N.W-.2. 

Bio- s· hing Sh_y11es·s. •1
,

1 1\er,·(·~ ... ' Sell~con~ciousnt·S!­
c·t1r<·(t · or 111oney baclc? · Con1pl(;tc­

'l'r: :,tn1c11t. 5:-. details. strikin~ •. t<-f-:;tirn6nials - Free.· 
L. ~:STEBBING. 28. Dean Rd ... LON~ON, N.W.2 

.. HE(GH_T INCREASED ~~-~l.lP~l'lli ~~0 ;:\s~ 
li!ain~ 1 to 5 jLs. PartiC'Uhtr8. tcstimoninls frt~c-~P. A 
CLIVE, Harrocko11se. Colwyn Bay, N. Wale_s 

' • I • " • • • • • 

···································~········~·····~··· · All -8.pplicntions· for· Advertisen1ent spaces n this 
· llub ·cation.should be addressed_ to. the Advert;_eement 
Ma~ager," The Nel~on _Lea Library.;'' _ ~he_ Fl~et~ay 

Be sure to mention· THE: NELSON LEE LIBRARY · House~. Farr-_ngdon Sfreet, London, E.C.4. . · 
when communicating _ wi-~h advertisers. ■ •••• ••·••••••••••••••• ■■ 11 a•••• ■'•••·• ■■ :,•••• 11•••• ••• •••, 

lro • - • : ;... . . -

·J>1:iu~r:-d .rt,~(1°J)i1bltsbr-d c·,r·ry \Vrdnc-~d.:ly· li,v the· r•roprirt(ir:-:,'Thf• ·An1nlg-ftn1:-i-t-.·d -l'r~~~. Ltd.•, T1tc. [icrt,,·1y JI(JUse. 
_1~nrr11i~·,·1r,;f, :-,it1·::·ct:•,.1LCJndo11. l~.C.4. }.dYi:rti~~l}l('Ul -Offi<•i•S :· TL1··•r1~(·l\\"[l~·- .Jiofi:,(;:. F~ff•j·in~clon ,Str(ct. E C.4. 
1:t,~1~tf•rc<~ to1·_ tranf-.111~~~io11 by C:u1:--,<li::111 1na~az1uc po~t. ~u1>~crir,ti011 ·natc:): '-li1lri1!1_1·n1HJ Ah1~oaa; 11(-. per n.onum; 
5 6 tor six inonth~. Sole .A~cnt;-.. f,>r An--1 ral1-1 n,ul Ne,\· Z1•nl:-11:d: :.fr;-;;-;r~. r;orclL,!J s~. l~otch. I~td.; nnd fc1· South 

Africa : (\·11t ral Xe\\·~ .. a\.g-r·nr·r. ,itd. 
New Series No. 113. .. S.S. • !'.1arch 19th. 1.9~2. 


	NL3 113 0001
	NL3 113 0002_1L
	NL3 113 0002_2R
	NL3 113 0003_1L
	NL3 113 0003_2R
	NL3 113 0004_1L
	NL3 113 0004_2R
	NL3 113 0005_1L
	NL3 113 0005_2R
	NL3 113 0006_1L
	NL3 113 0006_2R
	NL3 113 0007_1L
	NL3 113 0007_2R
	NL3 113 0008_1L
	NL3 113 0008_2R
	NL3 113 0009_1L
	NL3 113 0009_2R
	NL3 113 0010_1L
	NL3 113 0010_2R
	NL3 113 0011_1L
	NL3 113 0011_2R
	NL3 113 0012_1L
	NL3 113 0012_2R
	NL3 113 0013_1L
	NL3 113 0013_2R
	NL3 113 0014_1L
	NL3 113 0014_2R
	NL3 113 0015_1L
	NL3 113 0015_2R
	NL3 113 0016_1L
	NL3 113 0016_2R
	NL3 113 0017_1L
	NL3 113 0017_2R
	NL3 113 0018_1L
	NL3 113 0018_2R
	NL3 113 0019_1L
	NL3 113 0019_2R
	NL3 113 0020_1L
	NL3 113 0020_2R
	NL3 113 0021_1L
	NL3 113 0021_2R
	NL3 113 0022_1L
	NL3 113 0022_2R
	NL3 113 0023

